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must be in the statute. I am sorry the minister is leaving. I
understand he has cabinet committees and we appreciate
his participating for at least five minutes this afternoon.

As much as I support this bill and the concept that we
are talking about this afternoon, the words of caution
expressed this afternoon, in committee and last week are
words that we cannot treat lightly. We have no reasonable
grounds, as members of this chamber, to go back to our
maritime provinces and to the west coast and to tell the
governments, the people and the industries in those prov-
inces that we are satisfied that the government will not let
this bill impair the ability of commerce to move goods from
one point in Canada to another without seriously affecting
the cost of so doing. We all know where that cost will wind
up—in the consumers’ pockets. It will result in increased
prices for homes and vegetables.

I had thought that the least the minister could do this
afternoon was to give us, with some emphasis, an outline
of what he expected to do with respect to the regulations;
to build in words that would import the type of safeguards
that we require in the regulations.

As for motion No. 9, Mr. Speaker, it is quite acceptable to
us. It is a consequential amendment. With respect to the
error that appears in the reprinted version of the bill, I
think the authoritative document must continue to be
Votes and Proceedings, in which the amendment moved and
carried in committee is correctly recorded. Having said,
that, I would just echo the sentiment expressed by our
distinguished House leader, that it was only the perception
of members of the committee that caught this devious
attempt to import by way of statute, indeed, to defile the
maritime code or attach to it the remotest possibility that
at some point in the future the government would say, “We
have been doing this for a long time. Look at the maritime
code which describes Canada’s capital as ‘Ottawa-Hull’.”
We are aware of the origin of the phrase “national capital
region” and we are aware of the National Capital Act. I am
also pleased that the government recognizes that the maii-
time code is hardly the statute into which to import the
basis and structure for the renaming of the capital of
Canada.

With those one or two reservations I think we are pre-
pared to concur in the report stage of this bill. But again I
say to the members of this chamber that as much and as
strongly as I feel for this bill, as great are its advantages to
the development of a segment of the Canadian transporta-
tion industry which can stand on its own, a massive indus-
try which could bring back to us $2.5 billion in foreign
exchange and create 7,000 new jobs, give us 175 ships
sailing the waters of the world, the reservations that have
been voiced are even stronger because they affect the
commerce and industry of Canada.

We require a much clearer assurance from the Minister
of Transport when this matter moves into third reading;
otherwise we will have to reconsider how we stand on the
matter, so serious is it to us. In closing, I want to express
my appreciation to the parliamentary secretary for his
many courtesies over the last few months in connection
with this particular measure.

Motion No. 9 (Mr. Lang) agreed to.

Maritime Code

Mr. Deputy Speaker: The House will now proceed to the
taking of recorded divisions in relation to Bill C-61, an act
to provide a maritime code for Canada, to amend the
Canada Shipping Act and other acts in consequence there-
of and to enact other consequential or related provisions.

Shall motion No. 2 carry?

The House divided on motion No. 2 (Mr. Forrestall)

which was negatived on the following division.
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