
2590COI~IMON DEBTESMarch 26. 1973

Sale of Polymer

Mr. David Lewis (York South): Mr. Speaker, last Friday,
speaking on a motion which I had moved that day, a
prominent member of the Conservative Party, a financial
whiz kid and ex-banker, which erninently qualifies hirn to
be a prominent member of the Conservative Party, the
hon. member for York-Simcoe (Mr. Stevens), had the fol-
lowing to say about Crown corporations as recorded at
pages 2561 and 2562 of Hansard:

I would suggest, Mr. Speaker, that when we are considering the
desirability of Crown corporations we should keep in mind that.
while it may be necessary to have certain Crown corporations for
certain services, whenever possible Crown corporations should be
divested and put back into the private sector.

Then the hon. member for York-Sirncoe stated:
... I arn simply stating to this House that in considering the motion
before us-

That being the motion which I had moved:
-we should bear in mind that Crown corporations are not to be
encouraged in further development or exo)ansion.

A littie later he said:
This growth in Crown corporations is something that should be
arrested at the earliest possible opportunity.

1 now corne to that vigorous socialist defender-

Mr. Stevens: On a point of order, Mr. Speaker, in al
fairness, I think the hon. member for York-Simcoe should
rnake it clear that he was referring to CMHC, not to
Polymer.

Mr. Lewis: If that is what the hon. member was refer-
ring to, he certainly was obscure last Friday, Mr. Speaker.
He talked about Crown corporations in a very general
sense.

1 now corne to that great socialist defender who has just
taken his seat. I must tell you, Sir, that I arn deeply moved
by the way the Conservatives defend socialist principles
and appeal to us to do that. It really is moving, Sir. One
cannot help but feel that there is still some hope for the
redemption of the hon. member for Yukon, but that will
happen many years, probably, after he has lef t this place.
On October 15, 1963 this House was debating the affairs of
the Northern Transportation Cornpany that operates in
the Yukon. The hon. rnernber for Yukon (Mr. Nielsen)
argued against extending or even continuing the opera-
tion of this corporation. During that debate he stated his
views in several places. Let rne give Your Honour one
short example, as recorded at page 3611 of Hansard for
1963. The hon. member for Yukon said:
But it seems to me that when private enterprise reaches ine stage
where it is ready to take over and maintain services which were
not there when the government entered the field, it is then trne for
gov'ernment graduaily to withdraw. I say this because it is repug-
nant, to my point of view, for a government openly to be cmoet-
ing with investment capital,....

Some hon. Memnbers: Oh, oh!

Mr. Lewis: Those are the words of that great socialist to
whom we Iistened. Let me take you back, Sir, to when
Polyrner, after the second world war was to be continued
as a Crown corporation in this country. The matter was
discussed. in the House in 1946 when the government

[Mr. Nielsen.]

companies legislation was before parliament. That legis-
lation affected all Crown corporations and was to contin-
ue Polymer as a Crown corporation beyond the second
world war. Hon. Howard Greene, speaking for the Con-
servative Party, said-

Some hon. Members: Oh, oh!

An han. Member: What are you talking about?

Mr. Lewis: Mr. Speaker, I arn talking about Polyrner
and arn rerely citing a few examples to show the hypocri-
sy of the motion which is before the House and the hypo-
crisy of the Conservative Party. Speaking in the debate on
that legisiation which was to continue Polyrner as a
Crown corporation, Hon. Howard Greene said in part as
recorded at page 2130 of Hansard for June 3, 1946:

The sixth objection is that by using these crown companies the
govýernment is putting into effect a v'ery fine method of bringing
about a socialist state.

A littie later he said:
Let that sink in, that the CCF are applauding the fact that this bill
makes socialism easy.... I warn the government, I warn private
members of the Liberal party particularly, that this bill ... is
opening the floodgates of sociahism.

He was speaking on the bill that was to continue Polym-
er as a Crown corporation. I arn told that at that point a
good rnany members sank trembling to the floor.

Mr. Reid: Ail the Conservatives did.

Mr. Lewis: If you look at the debate in this House on the
establishmnent of the Canada Development Corporation,
you will find that the Tory party, led by its present leader,
opposed the establishrnent of that corporation, because
they opposed the establishmnent of another Crown corpo-
ration. They said that a dozen tirnes.

An han. Member: So did you; so did you.

Mr. Lewis: We opposed it.

An han. Member: You were condernning it, too.

Soins hon. Members: Oh, oh!

Mr. Lewis: Mr. Speaker, I have tirne-

Mr. Alexander: Not rnuch.

Some han. Members: Oh, oh!

Mr. Lewis: I have lots of tirne, Mr. Speaker. If those
yahoos will ait quietly, perhaps they will hear sornething.
We opposed the establishment of Canada Development
Corporation as proposed by the governrnent, precisely
because it was not a Crown corporation. We opposed it
because it was not under the management of the govern-
ment and because it was intended to be, as it has become,
a private mutual developrnent fund. But the Conservative
birds on my right, whatever kind of birds they rnay be,
opposed it for a different reason. They were against it
because they are opposed to any government intervention
in the mnarket places of this country.

I could go on citing numerous examples of the kinds of
things those people have said against Crown corporations.
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