HOUSE OF

912
Crisis in Cuba

The government commenced immediately to
consider the measures that the Canadian
government and Canadian forces should take
in order to be ready to deal with whatever
eventualities would arise from this action.
So that the attitude of the government will
be clearly understood—and again I am ask-
ing for the support of the house as a whole
in this connection—we intend to support the
United States and our other allies in this
situation.

It is a serious one. It has been necessary
and will always remain necessary to weigh
the risks both of action and inaction in such
circumstances. I need not refer to the record
of Canada in two world wars, in the NATO
alliance and in Korea as demonstrating the
fact that Canadians stand by their allies and
their undertakings, and we intend in the
present crisis to do the same. On the other
hand, we shall not fail to do everything pos-
sible to seek solutions to these problems
without war. We shall seek to avoid provoca-
tive action. Our purpose will be to do every-
thing to reduce tension.

I think I should summarize some of the
principal actions which have been taken by
the government to date to deal with the
question. The first, which was referred to
by the Secretary of State for External Affairs,
was to exercise a control over Soviet bloc
aircraft bound for Cuba. He has explained
these measures to the house in some detail;
I would add simply that commencing even
before the president’s speech we had acted
to ensure that Canadian air space and Cana-
dian air transport facilities were not being
used to carry arms to the Soviet bases in
Cuba.

Second, all Canadian military forces have
taken necessary precautionary measures to
improve their readiness to meet any serious
developments. The Canadian component of the
NORAD forces has been placed upon the
same level of readiness as the United States
forces under NORAD operational control.
Furthermore, as was stated by the Minister
of National Defence, we have deferred any
further movement of dependants of armed
services personnel overseas. We have held
up the authorization of any long leave for
armed services personnel. The government
today approved the measures which the forces
would have to take in the event that the
present crisis led to a more serious situation.
Our civilian departments have been instructed
as a matter of urgency to bring up to date
the measures which they would need to take
in any emergency. They are doing so. The
ministers and key civilian officials have been
asked to remain available during this period
of crisis.

[Mr. Diefenbaker.]
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On other occasions I have informed the
house of preparations for carrying on govern-
ment should the worst occur. These prepara-
tions cover not only the public service but
also provincial governments and municipal-
ities which we have been financing and
assisting with information and advice. I do
not think I should go any further into detail
in dealing with the measures which we have
taken or would be prepared to take should
circumstances require us to do so.

I wish the house and the Canadian people
to know that the government has taken such
precautions as are necessary at this stage to
co-operate with our allies, and to be prepared
for contingencies that might arise. As I said
a moment ago, the government is seeking to
find means by which the dangerous, threaten-
ing situation can be settled without recourse
to arms. On the other hand, we recognize the
fact that the free world as a whole cannot
afford to permit its essential security to be
endangered by offensive weapons mounted
on bases adjacent to North America. As the
Secretary of State for External Affairs said
last evening during the course of his inter-
view on the television facilities of the nation,
we shall continue to do everything we can
to avert the dangers to which we are exposed.

As far as the last twenty four hours are
concerned, the main facts are well known to
members of the house. Some Soviet ships have
altered course away from Cuba. One Soviet
tanker, after having been intercepted by a
United States naval ship, was allowed to
proceed on its way since it had been satis-
factorily established that the cargo was
petroleum.

I think we may take encouragement from
the restraint being exercised at the moment.
However, it would be dangerously premature
to assume that the critical phase of the
current situation has passed. There are two
pressing needs to be met, namely not only to
avoid conflict but to find a peaceful solution
to this new Soviet challenge.

I think members of the house are in
agreement that the greatest hope of finding
such a solution lies in the United Nations.
The acting secretary general is to be com-
mended for the speed with which he has
acted to discharge the heavy responsibility
he bears as the executive head of the U.N.
His proposal for a standstill is designed to
gain the time that is so urgently needed while
the search goes forward for some formula
which will provide an acceptable solution. His
offer of his personal good offices is in the
best tradition of his predecessors in that
office.




