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the Bouse of Commons, and put it to work? I
arn thinking of the house as a wbole, not of
just the Minister of Finance.

Once in a while sorne one will break forth
with a thought. We bed an exaniple when the
hon. member for Elgin (Mr. Milis) pointed out
the danger of price control as it applicd to beef
cattie, and showed that the control did flot
give equal reward for the energy and industry
expended in production. Be pointed out the
difficulties arising from bootleggîng and black
mnarkets.

Once in a while an hon. member will rise in
his place and point out the way tbrough sorne
of our difficu]ties. Only a short time ago the
hion. memiber for Waterloo Nortb (Mr. Breit-
haupt) made a suggestion. I shall have more
to say on his point later with reference to
wages. I should like to sec emanate from this
discussion a greater use of the brain-power and
man-power of this Canadian Bouse of Com-
nions.

I suppose it was a dollar-a-y.ýear man or
somcbody cisc wbo originated subsidies cal-
culated to keep down consumner costs, as mweIl
as thc matter of bonuses. Ail this is fraugbt
with danger. To my mind they are flot the
resuit of the considered opinion of the
members of the Canadian Bouse of Commons,
and I think thcy should be. We are elected
1by the people. 0f course we cao review these
matters; of course we can discuss them, but
wc arc not doing enough of the actual work.

One of the most glaring examples of the
absence of parliamentary control in these
meatters occurred a week ago last Tbursday
when' tbe Minister of Agriculture (Mr.
Gardiner) announced to the Canadien press
that he would build up in bis department an
organization to take care of bonuses to
farmers on farm produets. The facilities of
the Bouse of Commons were open to the
minister, but tbey were flot used. I suppose
he bas a reason for that. The Canadien press
were advised that the new orgenizition would
be in charge of recommendations for ail sub-
sidies and bonuscs, including those which. wcre
et the time under tbe prices board. The news
item stated tbat in the present fiscal ycar pro-
duction bonuses and consumer subsidies would
total eround $100,000,000.

Not only is this systcm of bonusing and sub-
sidizing foodstuffs reacting unfavourably in the
mnds of the Canadien people, but there is
also an unfevourable reection in connection
with subsidies paid to certain sccondary indus-
tries. I sbould like to use an exemple which
I amn sure many will recall. It is probably flot
generally known, or not as well known as it
sbould ha that the soap industry of Canada
is recciving large subsidies on production.
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Ordinary soaps are subsidized anywhere from
thirty cents to one dollar per 100 bers, this
subsidy being paid from the treasury of
Canada. When one considers this in terras of
a production of 60,000,000 pounda or more he
gets somne idea of the cost of subsidizing this
particular industry.

The cost of the necessities of life muet Le
kept down, but I would point out soma of the
weaknesscs in the control of this particular
industry, which happens to be one whicha I
think illustrates the difficulty. The coet of
maintaining the ceiling prices of September,
1941, will run into scores of thousende of
dollars. Beeuse the wholcselers had consider-
able floor stocks on hand, it was found ficces-
sary to pusla the ceiling price hack to the price
of June, 1941, with an added cost to the
treesury of Caenada of many thousands of
dollars for this particular industry. Large
sums of money which arc peid out in edver-
tising go into the cost of menufacturing this
necessity. Every few hours during the day
and during the night the radio blets out ail]
sorts of advertising, stories of fiction, feet and
fancy, the cost of %whiclh is eddcd to the cost
of this essential, nemcely, soap. If this
House of Commnons should determine that
it was flot nccessery for the Canadien broad-
casting corporation and the other broadcasting
corporations ta carry this edvertising, that
they did flot need it to keep tbem going, I am
satisficd tliet the industry would ha prcpared
to economize in that regard and money would
Le saved for the treasury. To my mind tbis
is price contraI wbich illustrates the Iack of
control.

People wvill use soap anywey. Pcrhaps if
tlîey dýid flot pour so rnuch down the sink

ndwastc it, it would Lebetter for our
economny at the present time. They still
helieve that cleenliness is next to godlincss
1a11) thie ivill kccp dlean from the cradle to
the casket. They also know that there is a
war on. Hon. members know that there is
a, great shiortage of the raw material which
goes into the meking of soap. As long as
there je a shortege of that material, as long
as this difficult time is on us, we should

.havc a mioratorium on wasteful expenditures
of this kind. If the broadcesting corporation
cannot balance their budget witbout the
revenue they reccive from this advertising,
they migbt just as well fold up. The power
could ha saved for more essential war needs
during the peek, loade; or, if the power con-
sumption Ls not ,ýeriows, if it is net great
enough ta worry ab)out, theY could use a
little canned music by taking semaE records
off the shelves. In any avent it would be
just as elevating as the advertising propa-


