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ln that he bas gone as far as hon. gentle- and Fisherles. I am inclined to thInk that
men can ask him to go. What are we dis- It would be better to get rid of this whole
cussing ? Section 3 of the Bill, the inter- difficulty by adopting the plan that the mem-
pretation clause, the question what a "voters' ber for West Middlesex bas suggested, and
list " or a "Dominion election" may be. I which my hon. friend -the Minister says
would respectfully submit to the committee forty years of experlence bas proved to
that we will never make progress in this work in the most admirable manner.
way. When we come to section 5, whieli The MINISTER OF MARINE ANDprovides for the adoption of the provincial ,FISHIERIES.n an agrieultural commun-franchises, objections may be raised and .
these objections ought to be considered when t
they are raised. But to discuss these mat- Sir CHARLES TUPPER. It appears to
ters now, seems to me to be beating the me, that great difficulties will arise by at-
air, because it is aside from the èlause be- tempting to work out such a complicated
fore the committee. system.

The MINISTER OF MARINE AND
Sir CHARLES TUPPER. I would oe- ISHERIES. I submit to my hon. friend,

cupy just a moment to point ont to my hon- that these difficulties are purely imaginary.
friend (Sir Louis Davies) that, while there Where does the diffieulty come in ? Section
Is great force in what he says, I have been 1 enaets "That the expression 'eleetoral
sitting here and listening with all the atten- district' means any place or territorial area
tion I could as a layman to half a dozen in Canada entitled to return a member to
gentlemen learned in the law, and I find serve ln the Heuse of Commons." Is there
that they are absolutely unable to agree any difficulty about that ? Nobody bas sug-
upon the construction of this very simple gested any possible difficulty about it. "Theclause. What Is the difficulty ? The diffi- expression 'Dominion election,' or 'election,'
euity is that you have undertaken to adopt means an election of a member to serve lnthe legislation of half a dozen different the House of Conunons." Where is the diffi-
legislatures, and, therefore, the question of culty about that ? " The expression 'pro-
the principle again presents itself. It strikes vincial election ' means an election ofp a
at the very principle of the Bill. If baff member to serve in the legislative assembly,a dozen gentlemen learned ln the law ean- or House of assembly, or general aLssembly,not, after an hour's discussion, arrive at a of a rovince of Canada." What does that
solution as t wat is the meaning andmean ? No difficulty about that. " The ex-
what Wil be the effget of this law, Iwant pression 'voters' lists,' or 'list of voters,'to ask you what the general public, what includes, when provincial Ilsts are referredthose uneducated lin the law who are going te any poll-book or official list of personsto work out this law in all these varnous entittld to vote at a provincial election." I
provinces can do ? ette ovt tapoica lc-»n"

It appears to me that the very fact that have not heard any difficulty suggested
this difficnhty has presented itself, naturally about that.
makes people question whether we have not Sir CHARLES TUPPER. The Solicitor
made a mistake in adopting a principle General himself proposed to amend that very
which, when it comes to be applied, is found clause.
to be so impracticable. But that is not all. The MIN1STER 0F MARINE AND
If we were adopting provincial laws, if we FISHERIES. he Solitor Generai bas
were basing a franchise for this Donin amended that;e thought the words any
upon the franchises of the various provinees. po book were a surpusage, and 1 agreed
as they stand to-day, that would be bad with bin; I did not see the use of thei.
enough. But there would not be a tithe of And they were struck ont.
the difficulty that presents itself when y ou Mr. CLANCY. The objection ta that Is,
remember that, after you have arrived at a that involves the consequence of the adop-
conclusion as to how It Is best to solve this
question and whalt form this clause should f tiet o viciass Inden an
take, three or four of these legislatures, be- subsetionIth sae, asdtite qua
fore the next session of Parliament, may ay eatio rmadehen, as o theqal
change all these laws upon which we are gficatofthvoeten e ughet
now basing our law. Where are we then ?goackmte theou se s e suggeton
Why, it willbe a case of confusion worsew(MaH es.y thu. mem be or V4t
confounded, when ycu attempt to work out t(Mr. Hughes), tha thanshlliaict
the principle that has been adopted of tak- tosd editgnchngetha P-13
Ing the laws of all the various legislatures,
not the laws as they are to-day. but the Mr. DAVIN. NothIng can be more appro-
laws as they are changed from year to year, priate than that we should d1seum at thig
and attempt to take tbem as a franchise for stage the principie of the measure. It need
this Dominion. I am much Inelined to not le supposed that the nxnorlty who vot-
agree with the hon. member for West Mid- ed, agreed with the principhe of this Bih. It
dlesex (Mr. Calvert), espeeially after hearing wIli le rerembered that the Soicitor Gen-
tbe statement off the hon. MInIster oTf Marine eral, in introduelng tbis Bi!, nade a very

Sh LOUIS DASoES.
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