
Recognizing the importance of the conservation and enhancement, as appropriate, of 
sinks and reservoirs of the greenhouse gases referred to in the Convention,

Noting the importance of ensuring the integrity of all ecosystems, including oceans, and 
the protection of biodiversity, recognized by some cultures as Mother Earth, and noting the 
importance for some of the concept of “climate justice”, when taking action to address climate 
change,

Affirming the importance of education, training, public awareness, public participation, 
public access to information and cooperation at all levels on the matters addressed in this 
Agreement,

Recognizing the importance of the engagements of all levels of government and various 
actors, in accordance with respective national legislations of Parties, in addressing climate change,

Also recognizing that sustainable lifestyles and sustainable patterns of consumption and 
production, with developed country Parties taking the lead, play an important role in addressing 
climate change,

Have agreed as follows:

Article 1

For the purpose of this Agreement, the definitions contained in Article 1 of the Convention 
shall apply. In addition:

(a) “Convention” means the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change, adopted in New York on 9 May 1992;

(b) “Conference of the Parties” means the Conference of the Parties to the Convention;

(c) “Party” means a Party to this Agreement.

Article 2

1. This Agreement, in enhancing the implementation of the Convention, including its 
objective, aims to strengthen the global response to the threat of climate change, in the context of 
sustainable development and efforts to eradicate poverty, including by:

(a) Holding the increase in the global average temperature to well below 2 °C above 
pre-industrial levels and pursuing efforts to limit the temperature increase to 1.5 °C above pre­
industrial levels, recognizing that this would significantly reduce the risks and impacts of climate 
change;
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