
children smoking heroin; prostitution among the
young, 13-14 years (which 18 on the increase);
damage to family cohesion and anguish caused as
a resuit of addiction of a family member, and the
loss of human capital when the young abuse drugs
or become addicted to heroin or cocaine. These
costs, like the erosion of integrity of police officers;
the undermining of the authority of the mile of law;
the erosion of values, morals, and ethics; and the
wear and tear on institutions, etc., are incalculable.

The War on Drugs: Ensurlng Good
Governance lu Host CountrIesl

The cost and damage, current and potential, to
Canadian society and communities; across the
country, stenuning froin the inflow of illicit drugs,
especially heroin - mainly frorn Burina - is, as
shown above, very high. What then should and can
be done to combat the danger that threatens the

reain, has not

accountable to civilian and judicial authorty, one
that denies legitimacy to narco-traffickers, one that
Ieads to a real fight against corruption and
crime".[32] This option, given the failure of the
"war on drugs" approach, is the only way the gov-
emnment of Canada will be able to protect and
ensure the safety of Canadians.

END NOTE

1. Perhaps one of the earllest re-definition of the so-
called heroin problein as a transnational, multibillion
dollars agro-business, rather than as a problern of law
enforcement, is found in Chao-Tzang Yawnghwe, "The
Political Economny of the Opium Trade: Implications for
Shan State", Journal of Contemporary Asia, Vol.23, No.3,
1993, pp. 306-326.

2. This point is recently stressed by Professor
Richard Stevenson, an economist from Liverpool Univer-
sity (England, U.K.). See Richard Stevenson, MCosts of the
'Drug War' ", Seminar: Sensible Solutions to the Urban
Drug Problein, The Fraser Institute, Vancouver, B.C., April
21,1998. The seininar was hosted by the Fraser Institute,
a very conservative, hlghly respected think-tank: based In
Vancouver -regarded ini some quarters as the bastion of
hard rlght-wing, very conservative think-tanks.

3. For an ilwnminating study of the hlstory of the
beglnnings of the opium trade, see Hao Yen P'lng, The
Commercial Revolution in l9th Century China (Berkeley.
University of California Press, 1986), esp. pp.55-64, 67-70,
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