
Lee set out two goals for the discussion:
1. To buiid partnerships and to promote, networking among experts, NGOs and officiais

engaged ini African studies/issues.
2. To create an informai group which the CCFPD couid draw on for advice and expertise for

the National Forum. The group couid heip generate discussion questions, identify key
issues, and recommend some possible participants for the National Forum meetings.

2. Debt and Investment

John Serieux (Carleton University) addressed issues reiated to debt and investment in Africa. He'
said that economic data give reason for pessimism:

* Per capita economic growth bas been negative i sub-Saharan Africa over the iast two
decades.
O f the 42 Heaviiy Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC), 34 are on the African Continent. In
addition, Morocco, Nigeria and Zimbabwe face significant debt reiated challenges.

* In 1996-1999 sub-Saharan Africa had an mnvestment rate of only 69% that of East Asia.
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