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A potential deal-breaker is the abitity of new US President Bush to get Fast Track
negotiating authority from Congress. Fast Track means that deals negotiated by
the president are subject to a straight yes or no vote in Congress. WVithout Fast
Track, domestic political considerations would mean that Congress would pick
apart a deal and demand additional concessions before approval. Other
countries would effectively need to negotiate twice with the US, something no
one is inclined to do.

Nonetheless, a draft "bracketed text" has been compited (breekets indicate areas
of disagreement). This is a compilation of the many different proposais that have
been put forward to date. This text has not been publicty released. Bath Canada
and the US have posted information about their positions on the web, aithough
their usefulness is questionabie. Despite taking a leadership role in the FTAA
process, Canada has flot submitted officia[ positions (or has flot made them
public) on services, investment and dispute settiement-the most controversial
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