
Assessing British Columbia Tunber Policy

Those iterested in forests usually take one of two positions. Preservationists believe
that forests have intrinsic values as diverse ecosystezus as well as instrumental environetal
valuies such as stabilizing climates and serving as watersheds. Use of public forests should
be linrned to human activities that do flot disrupt these critical ecological functions. But the
predominant view bas beeii that trees are crops and public forests are to be barvested as a
produet. There is no consensus over exactly how public forests can produce maximum yield.
Que approach seekcs to manage trees of about the sanie age and size i a kind of industrial
forestry approach where forests are tree farms. The biodiversity of old-growtli forests is
replaced with a monoculture of fast-growing trees that can be economically harvested. These
forests are often logged through clear-cutting, where ail trees i an area are cut at the saine
time and theni the area is reeddfor the next generation of got. Alternatively, forests
could be harvested through the tree-seed approach, where some trees are left to provide seed
for the next growth. Clear cutting is a simple, easily maae, economically efficient
logging apocthat requires a minimumi of maaeetand plann. It facilitates the
growth of dsrbetrees by ensuring they have access to sunlight. It also results i

dsryed habitat and reduced biodiversity, soit erosion, water pollution, floodmng, and
reduced recreational uses of férests. A seodapproach mitnstrees at différent ages and
sizes. Selctive tibe uts are aimed at mature trees with hiheconomie value are cut, but
logn is >çaie4 out ina way that enorages the grwhof smaller trees, promotes

bioogcaldiersty an acomodtes multipleue of foet.Vegetation is naturally
regnerte an lss erosion and damiage to watersheds occur dma in cerutn.Some
forstes eliveselctve cuts are less profital thau la cets. Strip cutting is a middle

strategy, involvn ce uts alopg sections of th éetbtleaving sronigareas intact;
i t~Iùs way, an entire ors could ke eventIly ckear-çut, but over a ln-ough perio4 of

been critical of the Forest Practices t;


