
Labour Thanksgiviflg Day Novembor 23
Emperor's Birfhday December 23

Governmeflt and business offices are usually

closed January 2 andi 3. In practice, little work is clone

during the last week of December andi the first week of

January. You are aç4vdsed to avoid visiting durng this

period. Visits shoulc$ also be avoided during Golden

Week (the week of the April 29, May 3 to May 5 national

holidays) as many JapailGse business people take

extencled vacations at this lime.

Local Tîme
AddI 14 hours to Eastern Standard Time. .Japan

doas not switch to Daylight Savings Time.

Economy

rates withthe GNP from 1961 to 1970 increasig at a

averaeo morethan 10 percent peryar n real teflTs.
Thi unarlleedperformance, surpassing all other

maor indstia countries, ende4 abruptly in late 1973

as ifainry prssursnd eavy dfcts inbanc

since Work$ War Il Th~e tripling of oil prices created

particular difficulies for a country that depends on

mporsfor 99.7percent0f its oi rquireens.

Growth since the first oilcii has been more

nization for Ecqono çooperatin and DeveIopmSflt

(OED)contie. rowhn th 1970's avrgd5per

to5ee3to 5 percet~ deedn nteotoeo
the ulfWar andparicuarlyenegy osts Jaa0f

1989rea grwthwas4.5, cmpaed o 29% nI
Canda.Infaton s lw(-2%. Te neml hasn
rate thnksto te "ifeime mplymet sytem ha


