
0 Europe will remain Canada's first line of defence. Canada will therefore

continue to have a major interest in the multilateral negotiations which can

lead to a broad security regime for Europe.

The analysis begins with a look at Canadian policy.

CANADIAN POLICY

Conventional arms control and disarmamnent in Europe has been a priority of

Canadian policy throughout the 1980s. In recent years, the formulation has been "the

building of confidence sufficient to facilitate the reduction of conventional military

forces in Europe and elsewhere." 4 Some years ago, it was: "we wiIl participate actively

in negotiations to limit and reduce conventional forces". 5 The subject received priority

in the 1970s particularly in the period leading up to the beginning of MBFR. The 1970

White Paper on foreign policy stated that .Canada would seek "to promote realistic

proposais for mutual and balanced force reductions in Europe." 6  Much earlier, the

reduction of conventional forces figured in five "guiding principles" of Canadian policy

set out at the UN Disarmament Commission in July 1956.7

Thirty years ago, deliberations by UN bodies were about arms control and disarma-

ment as a whole. Canada and other, countries considered nuclear and conventional forces

together. It was later acknowledged that negotiations on the two types of weaponry

could best be pursued separately. However, Canada has consistently recognized the
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