
THE SETTING AT GENE VA

THE PERIOD 0F REFORMATION 1978-1980

In establishing the Committee (since 1984, the Conference) on
Disarmament, UNSSOD 1 hoped to resuscitate the moribund Geneva
multilateral forum. The superpowers at this time were meaningfully
involved in bilateral arms control dialogues over a comprehensive test
ban (CTB) and an anti-satellite (ASAT) accord, and showed no incli-
nation to engage the services of the CD. In consequence, the UN Special
Session abolished the Soviet-American co-chairmanship of the CD,
which had been a Canadian initiative at the time of the establishment of
the Geneva forum in 1962. UNSSOD also allowed for the expansion of
the CD from thirty-two to forty members, and provided that both the
procedural and substantive decisions would be made by consensus. With
these changes UNSSOD hoped to strengthen an "orgamec" relationship
between the United Nations and the Geneva forum?

By strengthening the link between the UN and the CD, the neutral and
non-aligned majority at UNSSOD hoped to make its centrepiece, a
Comprehensive Programme for Disarmament (CPD), the focal point for
CD discussions.' 0 In those heady days of idealism, Third World states in
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