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Mr. Chairman,

My delegation welcomes this opportunity to speak
on Item 23 concerning the Declaration on the Elimination
of all Forms of Intolerance and Discrimination Based on
Religion or Belief. Seven years have passed since the UN
adopted the Declaration and it is now possible to draw
some conclusions about the implementation of the
Declaration and thus to see more clearly what should be
done next.

We believe that this issue is particularly
important for the Commission, not only because the problem
of religious intolerance is known in all regions of the
world and in every economic, social and political system,
but also because this unfortunate phenomenon manifests
itself in violations of the most fundamental of human
rights across the spectrum of civil, political, economic,
social and cultural rights. The obligation of states to
protect persons belonging to religious minorities, a
fundamental principle of the Universal Declaration, is
consequently a preoccupation of the Committee on the
Elimination of Racial Discrimination and the Committee on
Human Rights as well as this body.


