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More about thePas ge Pigeon.

Apt to be Mitaksa fer the NUWmg 3>Dove.

-S, .coo AwAitu rmnFixsT DiscovEuv.

W. Laces nZut, bacdonald College.

NIv Iat commutnication inf the REviEw regarding
the <>)fler of an award of $300 for the discovery of,
a pair uf ncsting-passenger pigeons, brought me
Ittrrý f rom persons residing in Blritish Columbia,
mauitoba, Otntàri*o and Quebec. Ail the carre-
%piet'tt stated that -they had recently seen
l,4açwcfger pigeons and, that they would have littie-
<ifficuty ini finding a nesting pair. These r eports
tead nie to bélieve that the wild (love observed is,

111mn)t cases at any rate, the mou:rning dove, and
not the passenger pigeon.

L et me malce a f ew cosnparisoni between these
two species tof pigeons. ( i). The pusseuger pigeon-
is mticl larger, its length- being sixteen Inches, thiat
of the mourning dove under týwélve indies; (z).',
'nie cOlour of the rump of the passenger pigeoni is
a bluish-slate, that of the dove olive grayish brown;
(3). The mourning dove bas a âmall blac mark
brlow the ear; (4). Tie flight of 'the passeyger
is noiseless, that of the motingdv is accam-
panied by a whistling somnd of wings; (s). Thé
lower belly pf tbe passenger pigeon is white in
hoh sexes, that of the MOurnng dOve is cream-
buf; (6). The notes of the pasengerPigeon are
a series of coo-coos, much faster.and less plaintive
than those of the mmurning dove; aM (7). Pass-
enger pigeons always build their fral nest of sticks
on the branches of trees, and seldom Or neyer, on
or cîcar the ground,, as is tfie habit of the MOurning
dove. Bath birds posseus tils that are POinlted Mnd
widely tipped with white or grayiih-whtte.

.When passenger pigeons were nmrerous they
nested in large colonies and rigrated iÎ> immense
crowds, but -now it is believed Ouat on account of
the terrific destruction of these" birds a generation
or so ago they now (if any exist) nest in isolated
pairs and perhaps ine regions distant froua their
former range. Moumring doives are îess gregariaus
and migratory. Ine winter, when food beconies
s;carce, they approach the faim'and feed arnOn
the poultry with the sparrows and other winter
hirds, and if undistuti>ed they appear as gentie as
(dnlCstic doves. They,*rMay have three or four

broods ina season. Southern Canada seems to be
the northernmost limit ai their: range.

It is a tnatter f or cnrtlto that the mioit
influential papers, af Canada sire tkn ad
interestii the plan proposed by Colonel Kuser and
Dr. Hodge to save the passenger pigem .Sehoal
journals are also askring their teadmer ;readers to
interest the scholars under tlulr ebsigi Il tl
search for the bird. For the counlur sptit mi u
summner no better Nature Steady coeuld le uder-
taken by teadiers than the study of birds, inchsig
a quest for the passenger pigeon.

.Dr. Hodge reports that local volu4teer efas of
awards of -$ioo each bave been ýroehmIe4fS
Michigan, New Yorkt ascuet~P ,qu
New jersey,Concia and lâîmWi Who wII
be the first to offer awards for oê é
provices? Mr. John F. Tbayar,usst
ofiersfive awwar i $no " Wh' thtfro, e
likely States or Canadias Pzofes m q W"iIM
local 0"3s ha hem 1 %A « # m4JMn
tda tdis, Mr. jolis P. C0uSd. add. C4k«
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