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not u‘;;‘z ‘I"d’“a and the University Circular—have done a great deal,
intellectug] t}?f make th.e mstxtunop_known to the world, but to develope
 part of tlh e and stimulate original research within its walls. They
Maintained be recognized and regular work of the university and are
and taught y the university funds. In the task of production teachers
Shadow Bt work together, the aim of the former being not to over-
investigatio to co-operate with the latter, and to incite them to original
journay in “‘:h If Toronto University had had even a single official
ors, the ich to make known to the world the results of scholarly
tof, ’Loudmathemancal and physical achievements of Prof. Young and
Tight have Oél » and the biological researches of Prof. Ramsay Wright,
ies for een given to the public without applying to other learned

. One of t; vehicle, with an untold loss of prestige to the University.
is the Pl'evale most striking features of the teaching in Johns Hopkins
ief refere ence of the historical method. I may illustrate this by a
ing Ennfe to the use made of it in teaching modern languages, in-
ect in Gg ish, From a philological point of view any genuine local
almost jf reat Britain, or Germany, or any of the Romance countries,
ome clasus not quite as important as the one which happened to be-
tion to 11, ical. It would, of course, be impossible to_pay much atten-
raduate e dialects of England, France, or Germany during the under-
tion ¢, thgeriOd’ but the way is paved by paying a great deal of atten-
rench dq der stages of the classical language. The subsequent study
old rench lalects is greatly facilitated by a previous acquaintance with
old Engyicy and the same is true of English and German. So far from
Study, CVesr being regarded in Johns Hopkins as fit only for graduate
o kng y student who pretends to know the language at all 1s expect-
form, o & 8reat deal about it in its earlier, that is it: pre-Chaucerian
Undergy, deadmg old English and old French texts is part of the ordinary
to: athie ”Uate work, the text-book for the latter being Bartsch's “ Chres-
edit édai)nd for the former the excellent series of selections compiled
ork in G, y Sweet, Skeat and Morris. 1 am unable to say what the
of Eng isherman will eventually be, as Dr. Wood, the former professor
» has recently taken German and Anglo-Saxon as his depart-

dia},

eAnltl of the work.

ow ; .

accomplisr}?edm closing to make an announcement. Dr. Elliott, the
Tion of ed Professor of the Romance Languages, spent a considerable

he .0 a ]f;St EUmmer amongst the Quebec Aabitans, and he is now at
o attaches 00k Whlcl} will _deal not merely with their dialects, to which
fapidly in a h_lgh philological value, but with their modes of life, their
M conse Sl‘easmg numbers, and the ethnical problem which Canada has,
Interest Eve‘me of their presence, to deal with. The matter is one of
Nadian en to the United States, where there is now a large Irench-
Subject fpopulat19n, and from my conversation with Dr. Elliott on the
from hi eel safe in predicting a most interesting and instructive work
$ scholarly pen.
T°ront0 M Wxm. HoUSTON.
» May 22nd, 1885.

THE PREMIUM ON SPECIALIZATION.

N Oatot?]e can have failed to notice that much interest is being taken
Ouy Primar e present time in the subject of educational methods. From
F Workin ¥ schools to our colleges, everything is being sifted, and ways
bes POSsilggland systems of education which had long been thought the
£3Y as par eo ?re being fearlessly criticised. Whether classics ate neces-
ite-q“ent exa a complete and s'atleaCtory college curriculum, whether
f 18 we)p th minations are essential to thorough collegiate work, whether
J\eedOm shat attendance on lectures should be compulsory, how much
%S¢ are a::uld be aflowed students in choosing their lines of study—
o Nearly alllong the questions that thinking men are considering. .
O“SSIOD that ]0ur literary and educational journals have noticed the dis-
hgthe Teth ately took place between Presidents McCosh and Elliott,
Ve expre ods of collegiate education. Many prominent educationists
%\llshe mSSed themselves as agreeing with one or other of these distin-
Arker Tec en or as holding a middle ground. The address of Col.
i‘;’th ing;‘tl)’ referred to in the 'Varsiry seems to have dealt ably
Y tefel.ence ed SUbJeCt. I read with p}easure the remarks of the "VARSITY
“16_1'@ cord t10 this address, and with the general sentiment expressed
tht“nate y a(lia ly agree. There is no doubt that “our universities must
dae O doct opt the principle of elective studies, that the revulsion from
tioy.’: tis rllne of rigid uniformity is widening and deepening every
th_n.’ Tt also quite true that there is now *a premium on specializa-
Iy may occur to some that there might be a danger of putting

. Pre X
Whict, UM too high—so high that a “boom” might be the result

 thg W nat .
‘ ll°l11 ould be followed by the inevitable and injurious reaction. I

& 1 . : . D .
O th n'e to say a few words on this subject, especially in its relation
No newerslty of Torunto.

doubts that a university should piovide opportunities for

special study and research. All are agreed that a certain amount of
general education should precede such special study or research. Presi-
dents Elliott and McCosh differ as to the amount necessary. The former
seems to think it possible for a sufficient amount of preparatory and
general education to be obtained before matriculation. During all his
undergraduate career, the student should be at entire liberty to choose
his own course, restricting his attention to any lines or line he may see
fit, only a certain amount of work being required. Dr. McCosh, on the
other hand, holds that the general education given by an ordinarily
varied curriculum, such as is found in the better American Universities,
is not more than sufficient to prepare a man for the study of a special
line. Histheory is that the undergraduate should be obliged, even in
to select a number of studies from a st of electives, so
he shall have at graduation shall be wider, if not so
1d be under a curriculum where one special

his final years,
that the education
deep in one spot as it wou

line was pursued. o
What is the position held by our university on this point? Theorti-

cally, it is probably somewhere between the two. Our pass course no
doubt would correspond more closely with President McCosh’s idea of
what a college course should be. But this is not the course on which
Toronto puts a premium. The laurels are all to be found in the honor
courses. And these are emphatically special courses. They differ from
what President Elliott would favor in this—that while our students are
at perfect liberty to choose which of the s¢veral honor courses they will
pursue, a certain amount of pass work is prescribed along with each,
which the men are bound to take. Whether fortunately or otherwise, it
is a well-known fact that the pass matter does not constitute a very im-
portant item in the work of an honor man. In most cases itis crammed
up as hastily as possible and forgotten very soon.

For convenience, we may make 2 division (not a very logical one) of
university men into two classes—first, those who intend to pursue, as
their life work, some special branch of learning either in teaching or
investigation ; second, those who intend entering one of the ordinary
professions, law, medecine, the ministry or commercial life. In the case
of the first class, the speciality must be taken up. The only question is
at what period it should be entered on. Some say, as soon as possible,
asserting that the general work required for matriculation, or at most
that, in addition, covered during the first undergraduate year, is a suffi-
cient preparation. Other education authoritics, as we have seen, would
place this period at the end of an ordinary arts course in college. They
contend (and their arguments arc strong) that not until the end of such
a gencral course is a young man in a position to know for what special
branch he is best suited ; that the study of a number of various subjects
is necessary to counteract or prevent the narrowing tendency of an ex-
clusive devotion to one line; that all learning is so interwoven that one
department helps another vastly, and the best aad most trustworthy
specialist will be the one whose education is at the same time as wide as
possible.  This is something like the position taken as we have seen by

Dr. McCosh.

But when we come to the more common case of those whose purpose
is to spend their lives in the more ordinary vocations, the question
changes somewhat. We have then to make these two enquiries, (1)
What sort of a course will best give the mental training necessary to
polish and sharpen the mind. (2) What course will afford the greatest
amount of practical assistance in preparation for the contemplated pro-
fession. Inlooking at the first of these questions, we do not wish to
decide between the relative value of different special courses in affording
mental training. The comparison is between any one of these, as a
special course, and such a general course as is prescribed in many of
the universities on this continent. The question is warmly contested
by prominent educationalists on both sides, and it would be presumptu-
ous to attempt to decide off-hand a matter which involves so many
psychological considerations. It will suffice, meanwhile, if we secure
the admission that authorities are not agreed, and that there are good
arguments in favor of the more general course. It will probably be
allowed that if the study of a specialty tends to greater acuteness, 2
broader course will give more culture and wider sympathy.

Coming now to the practical assistance towards future professional
work afforded by a generaland a special course respectively, I may be
allowed to speak frrom personal experience. I should be glad to know
whether the experience of men in other professions tallies at all with
myown. Asa theological student, I find that the course which would
be of most practical use should have been one in which were combined
mental and moral science, classics, oriental languages, English and
rhetoric. Instead of dividing my work about equally between these, all
my energies were applied to the first. The consequence is that I find

myself with a somewhat greater knowledge of metaphysics than is abso- -

deficient than I ought to be in
T am quite certain
hey have at gradua

lutely necessary, while I am much more
these other branches. Nor do 1 stand alone hgre.
that many of our graduates feel that the education t
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