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Sae>*<c Studices, and the Universi1y Ciratar-have d
!t0t iflerely to make the institution known to the worlc
'ifellectual life and stimulate original research withir
are part of the recognized and regular work of the u
itairltained by the university funds. In the task of pr
atnd taught work together, the airn of the former b<
ýhadow but to co-operate with the latter, and to incit
11lvestigation. If Toronto University had had eveî
3Jotirnal ini which to make known to the world the re

labs, the 'nathematical and physical achievements ol
PILLoudon, and the biological researches of Proi

X1ight have been given to the public without applying
bodies for a vehicle, with an untold loss of preslige to
. One of the most striking features of the teaching i
18 the prevalence of the historical method. I may i
brief reference to the use made of it in teaching mod

*ClIIding English. From a philological point of view
dialect in Great l3ritain, or Germany, or any of the R
18 alniSt if flot quite as important as the one which
Corne classical. It would, of course, be impossible tc

ti 1 othe dialects of England, France, or Germany
ý1auate period, but the way is paved by paying a g'

to to the older stages of the classical language. The
0fFench dialects is greatly tacilitated by a previous

Old French, and the same is true of English and Gemn
Old Enlish being regarded in Johns Hopkins as fit
8tudy, every student who pretends to know the lanigua
edl to kiiow a great deal about it in its earlier, that is
flrrd Reading old English and old French texts is p

U1ergraduate work, the text-book for the latter being
to'1athie, and for the former the excellent series of se

ededbSwe Skeat and Morris. I amn unabl

eOk it emnwl eventually be, as Dr. Wood, th~
f lglish, has recently taken German and Anglo-Sa

01ei f the work.
aAIIoW ne in closing to make an announcernent.

OrmPlished Professor of the Romance Languages, 5F
WrtO of last sum~mer amongst the Quebec ha bitans,

Oa book which will deal not rnerely with their
attach1es a high philological value, but with their

ii Y Iilcreasing numbers, and the ethnical problem

11cOi1equence of their presence, to deal with. The
Ca, tîest even to the United States, where there is no
sub. ai Population, and ftom my conversation with

leet 1 feel safe in predicting a most interesting an
b1 is schoîary pen.

-r'oronIO, May 22nd, 1885.

THE PREMIUM ON SPECIALIZAI

N o 01e can have failed to notice that rnuch intr
Our a"t the present time in the subject of educationa

oPrimarY schools to our colleges, everything is bein
beorking and systems of education which had long

%Possible are being fearlessly criticised. Whether
freas Part of a complete and satisfactory college cu

it i5teh eaminations are essential to thorougli colleg
fteè"ell that attendance on lectures should be comp
thes Or shouId be allowed students in choosing the

Jeare aniong the questions that thinking men are
ct5,,arly ali our literary and educational journals lia

01 lti" that lately took place betwecn Presidents M
h.ave Irîthods of collegiate education. Many promi

eishepressed themselves as agreeing with one or otq
P,%kel renor as holding a middle ground. T

!itherrecently referred to in the 'VARSITY seerns
il re'kildrcd subject. I read with pleasurc the remnar

terere to this address, and with the general se
iii e Cordially agree. There is no doubt that " our

the"'tiy adopt the principle of elective studies, that
dotinels of rigid uniforrnity is widening an

ýfl' )' is mays u true that there is now "'a prern
th15  ' ra occur to some that there might be a
%hrimlun. high-so high that a " boom " n

8101 udbe followed by the inevitable and inju
ý l 1jke to say a few words on this suhject, especi
lq lversity of Torunto.

0 Oledoubts that a university should piovide

one a great deal, special study and research. AIl are agreed that a certain amount Of

1but ta develope general education should precede such special study or research. Presi-

iits walls. They dents Elliott and McCosh differ as ta the amount necessary. The former

niversity and are seems to think it possible for a sufficient amnount of preparatory and

oduction teachers general education to be obtained before matriculation. During ail his

eing not to over- undergraduate career, the student should be at entire liberty ta choose

*them to original bis own course, restricting bis attention to any lines or line he may see

* a single official fit, only a certain amoin of work being required. Dr. McCosh, on the

suits of scholarly other hand, holds that the general education gîven by an ordinarily

[ Prof. Young and varied curriculum, such as is found in the better Ametican Umiversities,

FRamsay Wright, is not more than sufficient to prepare a man for the study of a special

to oiher learned line. Bis tbeory is that the undergraduate should he obliged, even in~

the University. bis final years, to select a number of stucbes from a list of electîves, so

n Johins Hopkins that the education he shahl have at graduation shall be wider, if not sa

Ilustrate this by a deep in one spot as it would be under a curriculum where one special

ern languages, in- lne wvas pursued.

an" genuine local What is the position held by our university on this point ? Theorti-

omance countries, cally, it is probably somewheme between the two. Our pass course no

*happened to be- doubt wouid correspond more clasely with President McCosh's idea of

ipay much atten- what a college course sbould be. But this is not the course on which

during the under- Toronto puts a premiumn. The laurels are ail to be found in the honor

reat deal of atten- courses. And these are emphatically special courses. They differ fromn

subsequent study what President Elliott would favor in this-that while Our students are

acquaintarice with at perfect liberty to choose which of the several honor courses they wiil

ian. So far fromn pursue, a certain amount of pass Nwork is prescmibed aiong with each,

only for graduate which the men are bound to take. Whethem fortunately or otherwise, it

g-e at ail is expect- is a weli-known fact that the pass matter does not constitute a very im-

it-- pre-Chaucerian portant item in the work of an honor mnan. In most cases it is cmammtred

art of the ordinary up as hastily as possible and forgotten very soon.

Bartsch's 1'Chres- For convenience, we may make a division (not a very logical 0o1e) of

lections compiled university mien ino two classes-first, those who intend to pursue, as

e to say what the their life work, some special branch of Iearning either in teaching or

eformer professor investigation ; second, those who intend entering one of the ordinary

xon as his depart- professions, law, medecine, the mînistry or commercial life. To the case

of the first class, the speciality must be taken up. The only question is

Dr. Elliott, the at what period it sbouid be entered on. Some say, as soon as possible,

ent a coosiderable asserting that the general work required for matriculation, or at Most

and he is now at that, in additionr, covemed during the first undemgraduate yeam, is a suffi-

dialects, to which cient preparation. Other education authorities, as w'e have seen, would

nodes of life, their place this period at the end of an ordinary arts course in college. They

wbich Canada has, contend (and their arguments are strong) that not until the end of -iuch

matter is one of a general course is a young man in a position to know for what special

w a large French- branch he is best suited ; that the study of a numnber of various subjects

Dr. Elliott on the is necessamy to counteract or prevent the narmowing teodeocy of an ex-

d instructive womk clusive devotioii to one line ; that ail learniog is so interwaveo that one

department helps another vastly, and the best aad most trustworthy

,1. HOUS5TON. specialist wilI bie the one whose education is at the samne time as wide as

possible. This is something like the position taken as we have seen by

Dr. McCosh.
But when we corne to the more common case of those whose purpose

'ION. is to spend their lives in the more ordinary vocations, the question

ch anges somewhat. We have then to make these two enquiries, (1)

-est is being taken What sort of a course will best give the mental training necessary ta

.1 methods. Fromi polish and sharpen the mind. (2) What course will afford the greatest

.g sifted, and ways *arnount of practical assistance in prepamation for the cootemplated pro-

been thought the fession. In looking at the flrst of these questions, we do not wish ta

classics aie neces- decide between the relative value of different special courses in affording

irriculum, whetber mental training. The cor4parison is betweeo any one of these, as a

iate work, wheither speciai course, and such a general course as 15 prescrîbed in many of

uilsory, how much the uiiciersities on this continent. The question is warmly contested

ir lines of study- by prominent educationalists on hoth sides, and it would be presumrptu-

considering. 1 ous ta attemipt ta decide off-haod a matter which involves so many

ve noticed the dis- psychological considerations. It will suffice, meanwhile, if we secure

cCosb and Elliott, the admission that authorities are not agreed, and that theme are good

rient educationists arguments in tavor of the more general course. It will probably be

cm of these distin- allowed that if the study of a specialty tends ta greater acuteness, a

he address of Col. broader course will give more culture and wider sympathy.

to have dealt ably Coming now ta the practical assistance towards future professional

ks of the 'VARSITY work afforded by a general and a special course respectively, I may be

ntiment expressed allowed to speak frmom personal experience. I should be glad tu knaw

universities must wbether the experience of men in other professions tallies at ail with

the revulsion from my) own. As a theological student, 1 find that the course which would

d deepening every be of most practical use should have been one in which were combined

iurn on specializa- mental and moral science, classics, oriental languages, English and

danger of putting mhetomic. Instead of dividing my work about equally between these, ail

îight be the result my energies were applied to the first. The consequence is that I iflnd

îrious reaction. I myself with a sornewhat greatei knowledge of metaphysics than is abso'

ally in its relation lutely necessary, while I arn much more deficient than I ought to be in

these other branches. Nor do I stand alone here. 1 arn quite certain

opportunities for that many of aur graduates feel that the education they have at gradua

~r.t,
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