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filled with the onie idea and ambition of taking this wondrots homne o f the
Caesars. It is said the~ onceý at midniglit, he sent for his Grand Vizer, who
came, at that uinusuial hourin fear'and tremibling for his 11f e, and bearing ini bis
hiands a vessel filled with golden 'colin to buy, if poýssible, f reedomn f rom, the doom
which he expected at the hiands of his dread sovereign whom he thought he had
unconsciously enraged. "Away witli your gold," exclaiid thei Sultan, "I do not
want it. Corne help mie to dIo this one ýthîing-to capture Constantinople. See!
here is m~y bcd ! Ail iiit long, 1 toss frorn side to side. Coi-ne jet us stoutly
and bitterly fight these Grcks, putting our trust in God and His great Prophet.
ýLet us win for ourselves this residence of the Caesars!",

From the last letter wvhich Constantine, the Emple>ror of the Greeks, sent to
Mahomect, shortly after tins incident, it is evidenit that as a resuilt of this interi-


