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nuneciations. The mnatural inference
drawn by the students from this indif-
ference to correct speech on the part
of their instructors is that ‘‘any old
way’’ of pronouncing words is good
enough. Indeed, this view of the mat-
ter is quite in harmony with the utili-
tarian and scientific tendency of all in-
struection. I once made an appeal to
the members of a college faculty for
aid and support of the English depart-
ment in securing good English for all
departments, and a professor of physics
at once responded: ‘‘I don’t care a rap
how students express themselves, if
they only get at the facts.”” I surren-
dered to the enemy, as the English pro-
fessor always does, in these conflicts
between the ideals of culture and the
ideals of the immediate fact and the
“ultimate dollar.

It is a conspicuous evidence of new
standards that the college, under the
dominance of this don’t-care-a-rap at-
titude toward the cultural elements of
education, instead of being a com-
munity of refined scholars influenced by
ideals of eculture, is rapidly becoming
a vommunity of coarse and awkward
vulgarians, especially in respect to the
graces and amenities of oral speech.
But the most significant aspect of the
matter is that this disregard for refine-
ment is elevated to the dignity of a
prineiple, a fundamental axiom of edu-
cational processes. Education is always
more or less in a state of reform
flux. Like a volcanic region, the peda-
gogical field is in perpetual danger of
seismic disturbance. Just now the
whole educational system is quaking
with the ‘‘practical efficiency’’reform.
The demand is made of every element
of education that it shall prove its
‘worth by its ‘‘ultimate productiveness’’
in ‘“economic contributions to life.”’
This is called ‘‘enriched’’ education, as
distinguished from ‘‘liberal’’ edueca-
tion, which is regarded as effete and
useless. When the efficiency stalwarts
have stripped off all the refinements
and elegancies of education, everything
that does not make a direct, concrete
contribution to the ‘‘eternal problem
of getting a living,’’ then there will be
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no use for poetry, esthetic ideals, and
training in the humanities; especially
there will be no tolerance for such fool-
ish affectations as correet punctuation,
spelling and pronunciation.

The teacher in school or college who
habitually says wich, wen, wile, wip,
wite, instead of which, when, while,
whip, white, often entangling his mean-
ing for his auditors, ought to be cor-
respondingly slovenly in his dress—his
hair tumbled, his necktie askew, trous-
ers bagged at the knee and shoes run
down at the heel. But on the contrary,
he is quite likely to be carefully
dressed, everything about him being
immaculate except his speech. Such an
instructor will daily hear his students
say abl’tive, nomnative, labertory, elo-
qunce, status, data, apparatus, comped-
itor, tejus and bekus, without the
slightest disturbanee of his sense of
educational fitness. Hducated men and
women, graduates of colleges and lead-
ers of society, are constantly perpetrat-
ing such blunders as hundurd, neural-
igy, cupalo, Toosday, Febuary, fornit,
sacriligious, wes side, for west side,

dont choo for don’t you, lawr and sawr .

for law and saw; and they commit
these vulgarisms, unblushingly inno-
cent of an offense against good taste

and conduet, although they would be .

sorely distressed by finding a fly-speck
on their clean linen.

In our social relations, there is per-
haps no shoek quite so cruel as the dis-
illusionment that occurs when a beauti-
ful woman, dressed in exquisite taste,
opens her mouth with a cacophonous
mixture of slangy and slipshod lang-
uage. Whether just or not, the com-
mon judgment of character is by ex-
ternal manifestations. - One’s ideals of
culture are revealed, unconsciously but
emphatically, by dress, by manners and
chiefly by speech. ‘‘Perhaps no more
delicate test exists of the grain of an
educated person’s culture than that of
pronunciation,’”’ says Horace E. Scud-
der. ‘““It is far more subtle than or-
thography or grammar, and pleasure in
conversation, when analyzed, will show
this fine sense of sound and articulation
to be the last element.”’



