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FRENCH DOMINATION OR BRITISH LIBERTY?

IN these days of Independence discussion, might it not be well to turn
one’s thoughts in the direction of the Constitution as it is, and endeavour
% see if the Dominion can be maintained in its integrity ¢ Looking back
to the days before Confederation, it will be found that the question of the
d?y Was representation by population. The French Canadian party,
fnded by their allies in the then Province of Upper Canada, stoutly opposed
Increaged representation, fearing lest thereby Upper Canada would gain a
Preponderance in the councils of the country. It came about, however,
t!lat With much reluctance the French Canadian party conceded the prin-
(Iﬂple by joining in the Confederation resolutions, crystallized into an
mperial Act. The Right Honourable Sir John Macdonald had opposed
i ‘;lel‘esentatiox{ by population ; the late Honourable George Brown had advo-
' the&(t;e d the Pr{nciple with great force and ability. In the course of events,
" led OI.ISel‘.vatlve Chieftain, who had opposed the doctrine, himself acknow-
€dged its justice, and joined hands with the Honourable George Brown to
Carry it to an issue.
coalThl-ls ve find two statesmen who had much to do wtit'h public affairs
8t eSeing in establishing a constitution directly in opposition to the‘ con-
tation of 1841, No douabt, up to Confederation, the constituencies of
Qucbes .ha.d been made to believe by the party leaders in that Province,
chat.any iflcrease of representation in Ontario would be destructive of their
i erished Institutions, just as now they are made to believe that the grant-
;:5 dt}'xe Privilege to a Patriotic Loyal Society (the Ora'nge Society) to have
°Vert;1n Quebec on which to erect their place of meeting Woul‘d .cause the
“row of all the French hold most dear—* Les Lois, la Religion, et les
ce;om’” which they claim to be entitled to by virtue of the treaty whic'h
® Quebec to Great Britain. The French people are taught by their
etld-ers’ lay and spiritual, to believe that the Orange Society is a Secret
SSOS:ty »and that it exists for some devilish purpose kn.own .only to them-
secr:t: ST},le truth is, however, that the Orange Somety' is no more- &
Wwith tp, ociety than many institutions built up in the Province of Que;)ec
een ® full assent of the people. The oath that Orangemen take ]a.s
catio Over and over again published to the world, and surely such publi-
geﬂ.el: Bh.ould acquit them of being a Secret Society, though they may have
hig s-lgns. and pass-words to make themselves known to each oth'er.
{ is di:(;mety 1s not an aggressive society, and the sooner the'Fre.nch Canadian
of th: Puse(‘l of the idea the better. It is want of education in the n}lﬁss:s
of t bl‘Ovmce of Quebec, and misrepresentation as to the' aims and 0 _]16130 s
sub'eet l:OtherhOOd, that has created a prejudice in the x'mnds of our fellow
ceniuc_s In Quebec. The Orange Scciety, which has existed for flearly two
Ties, was formed to perpetuate the liberties gained by Enghshmer.l ‘by
i r?voluti‘)n of 1688. It should never be forgotten that these British
tooert‘::s were obtained at the cost of much blood and treasure, and that
ri;nd 1thout the assistance of France, which country at the time was no
of William ITT, |
lon ;;,;S n_Ot to be supposed that the majority of the people of this Dor-nlm‘;
iustitutgolng forever to submit to the dictation of a French party as to w d)a
ur 1.0 ns shall exist in the Province of Quebec. No one desires to dis-
" : Single right the French possess, but it will not be tolerated.that
shal] ;me Measure of British liberty that exists .in t.he other pn?vmce:
Quebece denied to citizens not of French extrac'tlon' in the Provx.nce o
federa,t: If such rights are denied them, the question i, of what use is con-
renchmn? These rights would not be denied under any other thanf a
| :Indepe fOVernment! Is it then any wonder that pef)ple clamour t}(z:
‘ i ertynd en.ce or any other form of Governm(?nt f;ha.t will guarantt?e e
is enl od t.hem- by a narrow minded majority in one of the p'rovmcz
‘l‘lesti((l)uesmn 18 not a religious question ;it is a nat}onal quest_xon,F an :
n&tionarll' of nationality. The question comes to th.ls.: Shall a retr.lc
Mugt, 1, 1%y or an English nationality govern this Dominion ?' Th‘e qu:s 10:
igious efn e!;, and the sooner the better. That .the question is not a r
istg bone 18 proved by the fact that in Ontariq the. greatest hazt'nizlr‘z
Mop g et‘ye,e n Orangemen and Catholics : they each enjoy complete to .
nd ?lvﬂ rights without any interference the one with the other. An
| ) AV;'?S 't in England a century after the revolution of 16881 Hear ;V]:EZ
| rﬂvolut;:ual Register, which contains an account of the cex}tenary o
inglan, dn of 1688, held at Whittington and Chesterfield, in
“The m’ Oll.i;he 4th and 5th of November, 1788, has to say on t
berg of t;etmg was attended by 2,000 people of the c]ubs..
¥anq illrh'e club were estimated at 2,000 persons, each havi 00
Pergopg : 18 hand, with blue and orange tips and favours. T.h‘gre we e
trimmed " _the Procession. The flags carried in the procession w}(:'reh wa;
: ‘Li ort With orange, There were different mottoes, one of whic )
f . Y seoured : the glorious revolution from tyranny 1688." It was no
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the least pleasing circumstance attending this meeting that all party dis-
tinctions were forgotten. Persons of all ranks and denominations wore
orange and blue in memory of the glorious deliverer ; and the most respect-
able Catholic families, satisfied with the mild toleration of Government in
the exercise of their religion, vied in their endeavours to show how just a
gense they had of the value of civil liberty.”

In conclusion, let us say that in this U. E. Centennial year, celebrated
in the Queen City of Toronto, there are doubtless many reflections called up as
to the doctrines of civil and religious liberty, and in the words of the Register,
might it not be well ““that persons of all ranks and denominations, forgetting
all party distinction,” should, in emulation of the people celobrating the cen-
tennial in 1788 in Derbyshire, * vie in their endeavours to show how just
a sense they have of civil liberty ?”

In estimating this value, let it be pondered over how much of civil
liberty there is in a Confederation which denies to a Loyal Society tolera-
tion in the oldest Province in the Dominion. D. B, Reap.

THE CHURCHES.

Mosr of the ecclesiastical gatherings are over for the season. Clergymen
and the well to-do members of their congregations alike seek health and
vigour which change of scene and the ozone of the sea-shore can impart, not
to mention the gayer places of fashionable resort to which many at this
geason betake themselves.

IN several American cities, notably New York and Brooklyn it has for
years been customary in the churches to give their pastors a vacation
during the dog-days and to take one for themselves. To make this easy
all round the doors were closed and unbroken silence reigned within, till
the autumn days came when public worship was resumed. The secular
press, not unjustly, pointed out grave objections to such a course. These
have not been unheeded, and it has been announced that several churches
this year refuse to discontinue their Sunday services.

Tug Prussian authorities are about inaugurating measures to exclude
Mormon missionaries from the empire.

Rev. K. L. Jongs, rector of Arnprior has been appointed to the chair
of English language and literature in the Royal Military College, Kingston,
by the Dominion Government.

THE corner-stone of a new Church for the congregation of St. Johu
the Baptist at 8t. John, N. B. waslaid last week, by Bishop Sweeney, who
performed the ceremony and delivered an eloquent address.

Wik the July number the Andover Review begins its second volume, 1t
containg a statement by no means surprising, that its circulation has
exceeded the anticipated estimates of its projectors, The present number
is an excellent one.

In the exploration of the old Temple area in Jerusalem one of the
stones placed round about the low parapet dividing the Court of the
Israelites from the Court of the Gentiles has been dug up, with the
inscription in Greek still legible, forbidding a Gentilo under pain of death
to pass the parapet.

In connection with the recent U. E. Loyalist demonstration at
Adolphustown, the corner-stone of the memorial’ Church was laid by the
Hon. John Beverley Robinson, Lieut-Governor of Ontario. Addrosses were
delivered by the Lieut-Governor, Ven. Archdeacon Bedford Jones, Dean
Lyster, Rev. R. J. Forneri and others.

It is stated a number of Scotch members of Parliament are in favour of a
proposal to make provision in the Scotch Universities Bill for abolishing the
theological tests applied to candidates for professorships of eccclesiastical
history and Oriental languages, and for enabling the universities to open
their examinations to, and confer degrees upon, women.

Ox St. John’s day Bishops Anson and Harrington were consecrated in

“the parish Church of Lambeth by the Archbishop of Canterbury. The

former is appointed to the bishopric of Assiniboia and the latter to the
guperintendance of the Church Missionary Society’s missions in cast equa-
toria]l Africa. The sermon was preached by the Bishop & Saskatch-
ewan.

AT the recent meeting of the Synod of Huron a keen debate arose on
a proposal to introduce a canon for the discipline of the laity. Many
pointed things were said for and against the proposal. On a vote it was
declared lost. Fifty clergymen voted yea, and fifteen nay ; while twelve
lay mert voted in favour of introducing the canon and twenty-eight
against it. ‘ ‘

Tug annual examination of the school in connection with the Portuguese
Synagogue, Montreal, took place last week. The pupils were examined in
Hebrew and post-Biblical history. Rev. Meldola DeSola gave an address
in eloquent terms urging the paramount importance of teaching the
Hebrew language to their children which was the great bond that united
the Jewish peopleall over the world.

M. Paul Bert, ex-Minister of Public Worship in the French Cabinet has
a paper in the Fortnightly Review in which he arraigns the political atti-
tude of the Roman Catholic Church towards the State. He maintains
that if it did not stimulate it favoured successive attempts to overthrow
the republic. He seeks the repeal of the Concordat of 1802, in order to
gecure the complete separation of Church and State..



