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SKKJ1 E- Of the~ folloiving P'roiin'nt (janalimns hav e already
appared in THao WTEeK :lin. Oliver Mfowat, Pr. Daniel Wilson,
Prý11cipal G rant, Sir John A. taonl,.C..,Louis hr)oer
Frelicette, Si.). ir J. WVilliami I ).txV-en, Sir Alexander carnphell,

li. .t..Ilion. \illiamn Steven, Field, - itet H. A.lexander Mac-
kenie, Sir Sainuel Leonard Tilley,C .B., K. 1.Alexand(er Mie
Laehian, Ufn. J1. A. Chaffleau, Sir iiir] Cartvriglit, K.C.'M.G.,
Satiford Flemidng, C.E..L.]. tYI li. IL. G. Jli,, 1il 1' .J. 4) huxeu ir \Villiaminu Bite iliards. lIlot. Wilfrid Laurier,
M.P'., lint. inr 'Ntercier, q<'C., Ilen. Williaîîî Macngali, C.B.,
PeV. Principa'l \NieVicar, I .1).Li., Prof. Chiarle, G. 1). R~oberts,
M. A., George Paxtîti Yo11îwý, M.LA., auni Hon. Auguste Real tngers.

WILLIAM RALIr MEREDITH, LL.D., q.C., MP.P

J Ný the. year lS:t .John Cooki' Nlerc(dith, who bail beent
tstudlying law at Gray's [tin, L)nflon,latid aside his books

and took psaefor Cana-da. 111e xva,, a native of Ireland,
aild had cl ua. ini Arts at Trinity (ollee, [Dublin.
\Vhcn lie wxvont to thle grati rop'clis of Englani te study
laxv, it Nva4; 11 doubt lis intention to adopt the prIofession
of a barrister ;but preferînent theni, a,; it is stili, was vory
slow at the English Bar, n inatter how indu9trious one
niiigbt ho, and fortune only smiiled ultiînately on those of
the proverbia patience of the future Lord Eldon. or on
the few who could coînman'i the necessary influence.
\Vhether the tliou,,ht of this miade( Mr. N[(-rfdith change
the purpose o? biis life we have no mleang o? knowing ; but
this at ail eventi, is certain, Chat havin, heard o? the future
that awaitod youtig min of pluck and energy in the th"r.
opening New World, ho abandoned bis studies and what-
(,ver Prospects the. bar înay have bad in store for him,
and threw in hie lot with many others, to seek a honte ini
Canada. On arriving here ho fourni that the means of
transit ware of the. rudâest kind :but, nothiuig daunted, ho
succeded ini reaclingj the western part of Ontario, now
known as the TUownship o? XVetîjnstor, in the County o?
Middlesex. libre hoe secured a 1granit of land and commîence(]
farming. Aftor tb clpelfayero et h married
Sarah Pegler, who bsore Iiini eight sons and four daughters,
fil of whom are 'itill alive. The eldest of the former
was destined to becomec distinguished ini law andi politics.

WVilliaM Ralphi Meredith, the leader of the Opposition
in tr Ontario Legislature, was bhem on the 3Ist of Marcli
18-10. In blis eariy days he sbowed no symptoins of indi-
viduality hol( was ilet precocînus hike Lord Brougham, but
comtnioniplace hike Napoleon. HIe enjoyed the society of
luis comipaniens, enfered with zest into ail their sports,
lauglied itoit lîeartiiy, while bis sportiveoss and goniality
made liîîîi a favourite aînong bis cenîpaniens. lie wag
oven thon a înanly felflow and aiways took, as lie bas taken
thîrougli life, the sideof tîte weak. lie was placed in the.
J ,on<on. G tai n îtar Sulîtool wlbeî he recei yod his education
front the. lateý Ben. *ojaîin 11ayly, tbroughi whose hands
se many pupils aftcrwards distiniguishied ini life bave passed.

\1r. Ibayly was not only noted for bis classical attaintients,
but for th(, thoroughness of bis system of training; and
xvben Young Mereditb left hini lio possessed ail the scho-
lastie armour nocessary to enable hîmi to win his way in
any of the learned professions.

We next find tbe future leader studying law in the
oilice of tbe lato Thomnas tScatchard, ef London, wlio was a
prominent Reformn politician in bis day, and who for ntany
years sat in Parliainont both before and ater Confedera-
tien. The student applied himef diligently and under tbe
direction o? Mr. Scatchard acquired a tborougb knowledge
of the principleti o? law. Notwithstanding tbis hot did not
imbibe bis politics. In 1859 ho entered the Toronto Ujniver-
sity whorehie obtained a scholarsbip in law at the Matricula-
tien Examination; and while studying ini tbis city bie served
soute timo in the ollice of the tben firîu o? Cameron, Me-
Michael and F~itzgerald. In 1861 hoe was caiied te- the
Bar. In the fo]lowing year, having in the meantime
returned to London, ho entered into partnership with Mr.
Scatchard which continued until the death of the latter in
1876. On thPo 26tb o? June, aiso in 1862, Mr, Memeditb
married Mary, t only daughter of Mr. Marcus fielmes
of London. In 1863 hoe graduated LL.B.

Fairly launicled now on both law and matrimiony, the
young l)arrister feIt that bis success dcponded entirely tPen
bis own efforts ; and to the painstaking attention which ho
thon gave, and bas ever since given,nto isi p.ofessiofl
stiois and practice is no doubt largely duo the position
hoeeccupies to day as a leader at tho Bar and in politic.
In November, 1 888, bo catne to tbis city to take the vacancy
in tho thon irmi o? Foster, Clarke and Bowes, created by
the deatb of W. A. Fostor, Q. C., tlie style of the fimmi being
cbangcd to Meredith, Clarke, Bowes and Hilton. Mr.
Mereditb's remioval to (bis city is an undoubted acquisition
to local forensit. talent. [n 1875 bie was made a Queen's
Coun.el by tlîe Ontario Government and subsequently by
the D)ominion Governmnent. Ho bas been a Benchier Of
the Law Society ever since tbe olective systeni bas been in
oxistence ; and twice hoe secured the Iargost vote over the
entire profession. This was alike a tribuùte to the profes-
sional cuninence and popularity o? Mr. Meredith. On
Monday last the University of Toronto confertred on bim
thie degree of LL.D.

As a member o? thie Ontario Bar Mm. Memeditb's future
is assured. Weil dirocted energy, combined witb ability,
bas made bis careor a serios of successes, and one factor
wbicb bas contributed in no smaîl measure to this is tho
importance wbicb hoe bas always attached to muiner details.
The close attention wbicb hoe gives to every case entriis(ed
tô him is well known, and (beir variety anîd character bave
caused l m to master tbe several branches o? law. Hie
presence in court is somewbat preposseseing ; bis pleadings
are forcible and dignified ; bis examination o? witnesses
thorough ; while tbere is ini bis înnner (bat directness

and sincerity wbicb inspires confidence in clients, and strikes
terror in tho hearts o? nervous and unscrupulous witnesses
on the other side, wben sub3jected (o the fire o? bis intar-
rogatories, and the broad gaze of bis lustrous eyes. Lt goos
witltout -aying (bat Mr. Meredith bas been engaged on
tiany important cases, botb criminal and civil. 0f the
former classeflic Biddulph murder case, whicb at the time
created a profound sensation throughout the country, bas
become bistorical by reason of its importance and the
mystery that bas always surrounded it. Mr. Meredith
and Mr. (now Justice) MeMahon wore counsel for the
defonce. Lt will still ho witbin the recollection of many
(bat the defence was conducted witb admirable skill, and
(bat the speech delivered on (ho occasion by Mr. Meredith
must ever rank among the finest efforts of forensic eloquence
in the annais o? the Ontario Bar. Again in the ?4cCabe
poisotîing, case, wbere a George McCabe was charged with
poison ing bis wifo, Mr. Meredith, on a second trial, obtained
lis acquittai, and won for himse!f fresb laureis te hiq
alrea(ly rapid!ly grewitîg reputation as an advocate.

T[he subject o? tItis skec(ih is an undoubted authoriy
on municipal law. The accident of bis first partnersbip
inay in a uteasure account for this. Wben lie entered into
partnerslîip with Thomas Scatchard tho latter was City
Solieitor for London, and upon bis death Mr. Meredith
succet.ded bim and etains the position to this day. Ro je
aise fLonorary Lecturer of tho Law Faculty o? tbe Univer-
sity of Toronto in Municipal Law, an appointment which
ho reccived froîi the, Ontario Governnent as an acknow-
ledgmient o? bis attainimcnts in titat subjeet. Ho is deeply
interes(ed ini the. welfare of lus profession and bas for
soine time beeti proinnntly identiied witb the question
o? referi in legal educatien. I[e helieves in providing
law studonts with evcry eîuipnent for their profession,
and ho is knewu (oe1)c stroîugly in faveur o? decentralising
logal etîncation, claitning that it is unfair te law students
residling ac a distance frontî royonto, andi wbo nay net lue
(co weil provided withî îno0ney, te com"pel them te coin(,.te
Toronto te study; and that ut would bo a groat improve.
ment on the present systeut toecstabiisb law scbools
tbreugbou( the Province. Ife bas frequently urged (bis
view at meetings cf the Benchers, but se far it bas taken
lie tangib)le fori. Mm. Meredith bas this subject closely
at boart, anti bis effortq te estabiisb a law school in conflot.
tien with tho Western Ujniversity; tbe prominent part ho
bas (aken in the Middlesex Law Association, founded seme
eight years ago, and o? whicbho i bas been President since
its inception ; and the interest lhe las maniested in the
establishing of County Law Libraries-to ho main-
tained partly by the. Law Society and îîartly by local con-
tributionts-for the. benefit of students, wbo would net'other-
wiqeebave access te texte and authorities ; and tbe excellent
libraries (liere arecîîow in existence, place law students ini
partîcular under a debt e? gratitude te him for bis valuablo
services on tîteir bebiaîf. 1 t is conceded by ail who enjoy
an intimate acîluaintanco with Mr. Meredithi (bat net onlly
je hoe a sound lawyer, but peesesses also a sound *udgment
and a fine judicial mind; and (bat wbile bis abilities and
chaacter weuld ne doubt shed a lustre on the bencb, bis
elevation thereto would be severely felt by the Ontario
Opposition.

On (he abolition o? dual reprosentatien in Parliamonti
in 1872 Mr. Meredith was elected te a seat in the Ontario
Legislature on the resignation o? Mm. <new Hon.) John
Carling, whe, having previeusly Batiii bath lieuses, chose
te sit in (ho Domîinion Parliament. The newly elected
member te the Legislature grew rapidly in popularity
ameng bis colleagues. Hie manner was net only genial
and captivating, but hoe at once evinced a keen interest in
political affairs. Wbile a Conservative, lie soon preved
that ho was superier te party dogmatiom. He ranged him-
self on tbe aide o? the working man, and lhe bas directed
bis beet offerts in (lie Legilature te the extension ef hie
privileges and the protection o? his rights. In 1875 lie
was a patent advocate ofînanbood suffrage, whicli was
obtained in 1887, altbeugh wben firet breuglit up three
votes only were recorded i its faveur. Mr. Merodithb's
namne is also closely linked witb sucb labeur legislatien as
the exemption e? wages te the amount e? $25 freid sizuc;
(ho Mechanies Lien Act; the Werkmen's Compensation
for Injuries Acti, wbich makes employers, in certain cases,
liable, te a limitod extent, fer injuries sustained by womk-
mon through the negligenceofo their fellow labourera, and
other measures e? a similar character.

Jn 187,8, on the elevaiion o? the lato Sir Matthew
Cameron te the Bench, Mr. Mereditb became Leader e?
the Opposition. Long before this occurmed, bewever, it was
already a foregono conclusion that ho would beceme leader,
a post for which bis persenal popularity and accurate
knowledgeofo political î%ffairs se eminently qualified him.
During (ho saine year (ho North-West Boundar1 r Award
was made, but (ho memerable agitation it created did net
commence until 1879. Discussion was at a premium in
(ho Legislatiure, and the paty press lielped te keep (ho
fiame o? public interest alive. If (ho utterances of (ho
Governiment and (heoOpposition wore net alwaye dignified
tbey were at least acrimenieus, and remeved (ho treatmenti
of (ho question abeve (lie hum-drum o? Parliameitary
procedure. Mr. Meredithb said (bat befoeotho award
could be considered final it would ho necessary firett(o
secure its confirmation by (ho Dominion Parliament. The
Govemnment contended (bat sucb a course was expedienti
but net necessary. 1-lowever, a resolutien was introduced
by (te latter, and unanimeusly carriod hy both aides,
asking (ho Dominion Govermmnt te siibmit lie Parliamenii
(ho necessary legilation te confirm(ho award. t was at
(bis fime( conceded on ah bhande (bat sncb logislation was
roquired. The Dominion Parliamenli, -- wever, rejected

(ho award on (ho ground (bat it did net define (ho (rue
bounidaries. Mm. Meredith tbon said (bat (ho only course
now lef( was (o submit (ho matter to tihe Judicial Cein-
mittee e? (ho Pivy Council in England; and in order (o
place (ho soundness o? (ho position ho had taken beyond
any cavil hoe insisted (bat befome agreeing te niake any
roferenco at al (bat (ho question as te (ho validity o? (ho
award, indopendent e? its confirmation by (ho Dominion
Parliamont, ho submittod te (ho Privy Couincil.

The question dagged its weary longtb along for some
years, but when finally it was submit(ed (o (ho Privy
Council (hiat body sustained (ho contention o? Mr. More-
dith, and hoe (hue ob(ained a decided victory on an import-
ant constitutienal question. XVhile iti was under discussion
in (ho Legislature, (he Govemnmien( cbarged the. Opposition
with endeavouring to deprive Ontarieoo part o? its terri-
tory. ILt is only necessary (o say new (tat (toere wvas ne
tmuth in (bis. The Opposition s(ood with tho Governmt
for al (ho tomritory O>ntario could get, )ut. (bey desired at
(ho samne time te have (ho validi(y o? (he awarcl placed
boyond peradventure. Mr. Meredith and Itis colleagues
wcme severely cri(icized by thie Govomnmen( pross. [ho
Opposition was said (o ho a joint in (ho (ail o? (ho Ottawa
Government, but (ho metaphor was wbelly undoservod, as
neither directly nom indircctly was it or is it pronîp(ed
?mom Ottawa. Their principles, no donbt, are (e a large
extont (ho samne, huit their actions arc soîneUmes at cross
purpeses. On constitutional questions Mm. Meredith's
views are generally sound. Tbey at leas( bave (ho monit
o? being practical. For example, in 1882, wbon (hoe mat(er
as (o (ho power o? disallowance came up, ho gave it as bis
opinion (bat we cannot have a strong Confedoritien withî-
eut a streng central governmen(. If every Logisiature,
hoe helieves, was (e ho at liberty te, pass any laws wtever
witbin ite ewn sphero, it would ho impossible (o lheld (he
iachinery o? Confederation togetîter. lîclice hoelbas ne

syînpatby with the. Provincial IRighis sciieme. ILt is a
mietake, lhe considors, to sîtorton (ho arm o? the. pedoral
Government wi(h regard te its control over provincial
legislation, and hoe is opposed (o referring the veto power
(o the Colonial Office, on (ho «round (liat Canadians should
ktîow botter (han any one else bow to cotîtrol their own
.affairs. The use o? Frentch ini (hoe chools linds a supporter
in Mm. Meredith wben it is merely a subject o? (ho pro-
scribed course, but lio denoutuces any further use of iii, for
as (bis is an English Province, (ho prniary languago o? (ho
echools must lie Englis. ILt will ho remnberod, (oo, (bat
wbile thie question was boing discussed at the recetît ses-
sien o? tho Liegilature ho rocognized (ho rigbt o? (he Stat,.
te contrel aIl public and separate scîteels, and([ o prescrilo.
(ho books te ho used in (hem, excepting thiose dealing wiflu
religions education. HP bases (hie opinion on (ho law
which was in force in (bis Province rospocting education
prier (e Confedoration, whicb placed (lie contrel e? (ho
sehtools in the bande of lte Chie? Superintondont o? Mdu-
cation o? Upper Canada, while (tho course o? training was
subject te sncb mgulations as miglit oeiipoed by hit
frent t(me (e time. lHc is s(rongly opposed temkitgthe
Edîtcatien Departînent a political machine, givitig the
Minister an immense power over (ho teachers and ail othern
similarly situated, whose futures hoe eanuiako anîd unnuako
at will. Theeretically sucb a power waa right, but pmat.-
tically it wae wreng. Mr. Meredith is ini faveur o? n
strict license law, and is opposed tie icense comiuimssîoners
being appointed by (lie Govornment o? (ho day, as it is
ex(momely dangerous te Put se enormous a traffic as (ho
liquor (raffic under the heel o? (ho Govemnment.

Mn. Meredith bas ne sympatby with political canit in any
o? its forme, and deprecates (lie agitation (bat bias been going
en for some timo rospecting (ho future o? (bis country.
Hie believes (bat Canadians would serve (ho intereste o?
their country far btter if (bey abandoned (lie àgi(atiomt
altogether and turned their energies te (ho development of
Canada by natural processos. Ho ns confident (bat we
want neither Imperial Confederettion nom Commercial
Union, but solidarity-less pelities, but more patrioliism.
Hie faveurs (ho decentralizing o? political power as nîuch
as possible, and se making (ho exorcise o? it a great edu-
cating force. He considors (ho systein o? Govermnent, as
it existe in Canada, (ho grandost in (ho weld, and ought
to e h e moans o? making first-clase mon.

Thore is ne member o? (ho Logisiaturo who takes a
deeper interest in (ho business o? (hoeflouse (ban does Mr.
Meredith. Ho can do nothing by lialves. He net only
attende closely te aIl inatters per(aining te bis ewn partiy,
but watcbes keenly ail Govermomnti moasures, and con-
stantly makes suggestions whicli are very frequently
adoptod by bis oppenoents, henco hoe is twitod by bis
colleagues as being (ho seventh member o? (ho Govomn;tiont.

Mr. Meredith is pembapa (ho beet looking, hoe cetainly
lias (ho best presence o? any member o? (ho Legislature. As
a speaker ho would do credit (o any deliberative asseibiy ;
impassienato, witb an excellent iommnid o? latiguitagea
fine voice, legicai, anîd persuasive, ho niakes bis finest
speechies wben hoe wammis te bis subjec( and is conîpletely
carried away by it. The imupression ieh croates on (ho
listener is (bat lei jetloroughly ini oamnest.

The, Leader o? (ho Ontario Opposition is plain, unas-
suming in hie manner, wi(b an open countonance and a
?iendly emile (bat bas (ho tendency te encourage famili-
arity almeet at firet siglit. lie is en(iroly lacking in (bat
censcieusnose (bat is a markod feature in the character o?
(bose le8s eminent in mind. Hie life moreever bas been
tee busy a oee ( permit bis cultivation o? (bis weaknoss,
while bis theuglits bave evidontly been tumned entiroly
into an objective channel. Hie is eue o? (ho typeoofnmen
wbo make bistomy for a country like (bis, and leavo behind
(hem lessona fer otîters (o acquire. G. S. A.
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