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THE BEGINNVINOS 0F CAATADIAN LITERA TUBE.

THE DISCOvERERS, EARLY M155[oNAJtIES, AND EXPLORERS.

To most English readers of our native literature the work of the
French discoverers and explorers of Canada, of the Jesuit and Récollet
missionaries, and of the later Frencb-Canadian writers, must, in large
measure, be a sealed book. This must be matter for regret, as mucb of it
is of the highest order of interest, wbîle its later portions are almost
unsurpassed in literary attractiveness. Fortunately, and to a remarkable
extent, Francis Parkman, the American historian, bas made the French
period of Canadian history a special field of work ; and in his series of
brilliant narratives of "lFrance in the New World," the English reader of
early Canadian annals bas a record of the epocb se, scholarly and fasci-
nating that he can bave little occasion to, regret bis inability to peruse any
portion of the literature of French-Canada wbicb bas not yet been trans-
lated into the Englisb tongue. We can note this only in passing, and add
that any Canadian who is unfamiliar witb the works of Mr. Parkman bas
littie idea of the elenients of romance that enter into the annals, ecclesi-
astical and civil, of Canada ; nor can hie be said to bave really tasted of
the cbarmn of bistory, wben it is narrated by a graphie and picturesque, as
well as by a trustwortby and painstaking, wrîter.

Canadian literature can bardly be said to begin prier to the founding
of tbe Oatholic missions in Canada in the days of Chamnplain. Fromn this
period botb the civil and the ecclesiastical history of tbe country dates.
Previous to that time, however, under the impulse given to the searcb for
a shorter western passage to India in the reign of the French monarcb,
Francis I., several notable voyages to the New World were undertaken,
and somte accounit of these ougbt bore to be given; but this, we regret, our
limited space forbids. We can permit ourselves but the barost referenco
to the voyages of Jacques Cartier, undertaken between the years 1534 and
1552, and refer those wbo feel an interest in the subject of oarly explora
tien to the valuable publications of the Hakluyt Society, and particularly
to Volume IV. of Justin Winsor's Narrative and Critical History of
America-a work wbicb is now being sumptuously issued in Boston, and
this special volume of wbicb deals exbaustively witb French~ Exploration
and ,Seitlernenf in North ïtmerica. In this volume will be found a number
of critical essays of the bighest interest on the discoverers and founders of
Canada, and on the relations of the Catholic Churcb witb the Indians.
Jacques Cartier made at least three voyages to Canada, in the first of
which (A.D. 1534) hoe took possession of the country for the French King.
In the following year ho again lef t the port of St. Malo for the New
World, the object of bis enterprise, according to the terms of bis commis-
sion, being discovery, settlement, and the conversion of the native tribes.
In tbis voyage hie disclosed to the ken of the Old World our noble St.
Lawrence, and proceeding up its waters, reached Stadacona (Quebec) and
Hochelaga (Montreal). A third voyage, in connection witb the Sieur de
Roberval, a Picardy gentleman, was undertaken in 1540, witb the design
of planting a colony in Acadia ; but this expeditioni, liko those tbat pro-
ceedod it, was barren of practical results, save that it gave to literature
the earliest autbentic record of discovery in the region now embraced in tho
wide demain of Canada. The narrative of Cartior's first voyage was issued,
in French, from. the press of Ramusio, at Venico, in 1536. In 1580 an
Englisb translation appoared, wbicb was adoptod by Hakluyt, and printed
in bis Navigations in the yoar 1600. The account of bis second voyage
came out iii Paris in 1545 ; but of bis third oecpedition, in concert with
Roberval, we bave only a fragment proserved by Hakluyt, whicb brings
the narrative down te, 1541. In 1598 another accounit of Cartior's first
voyage, in French, appeared at Rouen, and was reprinted at Quebec, in
Voyaqes de Découverte au Canada, 1534-1552, issuod in 1843, under the
direction of the Quebec Literary and Historical Society. Boyond the dis-
covery of tbe country, and the intermittent trade in fish and fur wbicb it
opened up, France profitod little from Cartier's voyages. Nor is thero
mucb in his narratives as a contribution to literature, save numberless curi-
osity-exciting facts, told to, bis St. Malo townsmon witb the trutb and
directness of a simple-muin(ld lbut courageous sailor.

He told themn of the Alonquin braves-the hunters of the wild,
0f how the Indian mother in the forest rocks ber child;
0f how, poor souls. they fancy in every living thing
A spirit good or evil, that dlaÏms their worshipping;
0f how they brought their sick and mained for him to breathe upon,
And of the wondArs wrouglit for thera through the Gospel of St. John.

He told them of the river whose mnightY current gave
Its freshiness for a himdred beagues to 0cean's hriny wave;
He told themi of the gI<,rious scene presented to hisgight,
What time he reared the cross and crown on Hochelaga's height;
And of the fortress cliff that keeps of Canada the key,
And they welcoined back Jacques Cartier from bis perdls cor the sea.*

With tbe coming of Champlain the day dawned upon French colonisa-
tion and missionary enterpriso. Witbin the spaco of a generation (1603-
1635) Champlain's eager, ardent mind, bis intense religious zoal, and bis
restless spirit of discovery, made Canada, till now a veritable ferra incog-
nit a, known to tbe outer world ; wbilo be gave to, tbe colony he planted
and fostered bis earnest, watchf ul care and the benefi t of bis every thought.
With him came the Sieur de Monts, a H uguenot who bad rendered services
to Henry IV. during tbe wars of the League, and for which be was re-
warded by grants of land in Acadia, with tbe title of Lieutenant-General.
At the samne period there also c-arn to Acadia, Pontgravé, a merchant of
St. Malo, and with him Poutrincourt, a French nobleman, wbo wished to
escape from, the turbulent politics of Europe, and Rettle in a land unvexed

*Froni the ballad of Jacç1uea Carte, by Tboumas D'Arçy McGee.

by religious strife. Champlain eagerly entered upon bis explorations, first
on the scene of the Acadian colony, then on the St. Lawrence and its tribu-
taries, in the ascent of one of which hie discovered the lake which bears
his name. Afterwards hie ascended the Ottawa and cro8sed to the country
of the Hurons, and, with the latter as allies, made bis disastrous raid into
the lair of the Iroquois, and brought upon the ill-starred colony which hie
founded at Quebec the sleepless hate of that powerful Confederacy.

The chronicling of these and other events occurring in New iFrance dur-
ing the early years of the seventeenth century, with somne account of the
labours of the Récollet and Jesuit missionaries, we happily owe to Cham-
plain, the chief personage in the drama of the times, and to Marc Lescar-
bot, a lawyer and man of good parts, who was intimately associated with
De Monts and Poutrincourt in the Acadian colony. The literary fruit of
the period is embodied in Champlains voluminous narratives, of which
there are rnany editions in French, and at least one good edition in Eng-
lish ; and in Lescarbot's Histoire de la Nouvelle France, the latter of which
gives a vivid picture of life at Port Royal arnong the Canadian IlKnights
of the Round Table." The narrative of Champlain's first voyage, entitled,
Des Sauvages,- ou, Foyage de ,Samuel Chamnplain, de Brouage, appeared in
Paris in 1604, the year after the expedition was undertaken. In 1613, a
second volume, profusely illustrated, was issued in the French capital, em-
bracing the events which had occurred from 1603 to that date. The volume
is full of interesting matter concerning the native tribes, which were as
yet uncontaminated by intercourse with the scum of French prisons and
other bybrid classes sent out as colonists by order of the French Court.
Replete with interest is it also in regard to the geography of the nortbern
portions of the continent, particularly in the region of the Bay of Fundy,
including the coast line of the Maritime Provinces and New England. A
third volume was publishied in 1619, which was twice reissued in Cham-
plain's lifetime, and, with some additions, it again appeared in 1632. 0f
bis complete writings, a collected Canadian edition, in Frcnch, was pub-
lished in Quebec, in 1870, in six volumes quarto, under the editorship of
the accomplished Abbé Laverdière. This Canadian reprint is creditable to
native scholarship, being carefully edited, with luminous notes from the
original text in the Bibliothèque Impériale at Paris. To French-Canadiàll
industry and researchi are we also indebted for many interesting mono-
graphs on the subject of Champlain and his administration, in the country
he so faitbfully served, and which lias the honour of holding bis dusit-
L'Abbé Ferland's Histoire du Canada contains an excellent summary Of
Champlain's labours ; though, for English readers, Miles's Canada under
te French Régime, Warburton's Con quest of Canada, and eispecially Park-

man's Pioneers o/ France in the .New JVorld, should bc consulted. The best
English translation of Champlaitn's complete voyages, however, is that
issued in three small quarto volumes, in 1878-82, for the Prince Society, Of
Boston, by Dr. C. Pomeroy Otis, with an elaborate memoir by the Rev. E
F. Slafter, M.A.

The limits of this brief sketch necessitate our dealing very bricfly with
the rernainder of the French writers of thîs period. Contemporary With
Champlain, and familiar with bis work, are the two authors, Marc Lescar-
bot and Gabriel Sagard, who have' made important contributions to the
literature of the era. Lescarbot's work deals with the Nova Scotian
colony under De Monts, and Sagard's witb the tribe and country of the
Hurons. Not much i8 known of Lascarbot, beyond the fact that hie W'15

born at Vervins about the year 1580, and was a lawyer, having an exten-
sive practice in Paris, which hie ahandoned in 1604, to take' part with
De Monts, the Lieu tenant-General of Acadia, and again with PoutrincOUrt,
in 1606-7, in the French Colony on tho St. Croix River, Bay of Fundy,
Three important works of bis are ext rnt, the chit-f of which is an iu
toire de la Nouvelle France, tirst published in Paris in 1609, and to hil
was appended a collection of verses, written aiso by Lescarbot, entitled

Les Muses de la Nouvelle France. Charlevoix, a later high authoritl,
speaks of Lescarbot's narrative as Ilsincere, well informeod, sensible, and

impartial." The author was a man of much vivacity of maniner, and 115o
given us a delightful insight into the habits and mode of life of the sbortý
lived Acadian colony. lis verses, whichi were the tirst efflort to WOO the
Muses in Canada, are briglit and polished, and among, them is a poeml writ'
ten to commemorate a battle between Menibertou, a local Indian chief Il
sorne neigbbouring savages. Another of his productions is a work on the
Conversion of the Indians, witb an account of Poutrincourt's voyage to

the country in 1610. Father Sagard's works also deal with missiOna'y
effort among the Indians. He was a member of the Récollet frateriitYe
of whose missions in tho Huron country, from 1615 to 169, lie is p'rîîY
the bistorian. His work, though diffuise, is ricb in details tof Indinlf

and customs: it is entitled Le 0Grand Voyage du Pays des Huron,1 r,

bas not been translated into Englishi. It appeared in Paris fi rst nd16e9d
and agiin an enagdform, in 1636, and te both editions is appene
dictionary of the Huron language which. Sagard prepared.ut

WVe now corne to the most important work of tbe period, the accOunI
the ecclesiastical history of Canada emhraced in the famnous Jesuit
tions, a work which bas not heen translated into English, but the g0.
thinge in wbich have been extracted and elaborated by the'bistorian, _pg
man. The full title of the work is Relations des Jésuites contPonant Ce qbie
s'est passé de plus remarquable dans lesîViss ions des Pèresq de la Co »Pa r,
de Jésus dans la Nouvelle France. The edition of the Relation 1"C i
rent use in Canada is one in three portly volumes printed at Quebec.
18,58 by order of the Gove-rnment of the Province. The narratives, .~ b
are marked by much simplicity of style, extend from the year 1632, Wlrary
few prior fragments, to the year 1679 ; and iii no other contemPo of
source can we look for s0 intimate a knowledge of the religions histor'»od
tbe period, full as it is of thrillingr incidents and the record ofTI a 2 8ea4 a

devotion unmatched in the aungls of mi8sionary enterprise.T4 ae


