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1 amn not a banker. I amn entirely innocent of capital ; mortgages or other

imwvtab/e property I cannot away with. For those or other reasons, it is my

fate to depend on my daily labour for mny daily bread. And precisely because

1 do depend on labour for subsistence, and have so many fellow workers in this

Dominion 1 feel constrained to protest with ail the protestantism there is within

me against the miserable and hopeless delusions in which "Alpha"» allows his

reasoning faculties to, wander till they becomne lost in a confusion of ideas as

regards " meumn and tuum." He deplores that the cash imported for invest-

ment in real estate-houses and lands in which, or on which to conduct busi-

ness or industrial pursuits-is not stili circulating in this country, but has gone

io pay for iniports,- .e., goods purchased by us. It is sad, no doubt, that we

cannet have both the cash and the goods. There are only two things that

stand in the way of it,-viz., the eightb commaridment, IlThou shait flot steal,"

and if that could be got over, we are confronted by the other, that people will

flot seli their goods te us without some definite prospect of pa> ment. We

cannot get goods for nothing. Sooner or later, alas I we Ilave to pay cash or

ils equivalent for them.
Did our friend "Alpha" ever hear of a mnerchant who enjoyed good credit

and used it, estimating bis -position 10 be a rminous one, from the fact that he

owed $io,ocoe not yet due, and had only $2,o in cash on hand at the mro-

M)ent te rneet it, leaving thus entirely eut of censideratien bis stock on hand

and outstanding debts, wbich, perchance, tejgether reacbed, at a fair estimate,

$i 5,poo more, shewing thlis a balance in bis favour Of $7,00OO? Vet th us does

4e j udge of poor Canada as a nation. H-e raises again the oft-laid ghost ofa
fi aance of Trade," and forgets that the resu/fs of that trade lie concealed

from bis far-reaching but melancbely gaze in stock and store and fruits of the

Mei within the country.
H-e then by a lucky accident bits on the true path of wîsdom when he

ýays, speaking of reasens for lack of prosperity, that " we may save otirselves

the trouble of seeking for these causes beyond our own mismanagement."
Brave werds and true. Let each indi\iduially, and as a componient part of the
nation, face them.

It is sad te find him straying again frorn this ray of tnith to bis special

pet patent panacea for ail financial ills,-the doing away with Ilthe present

baking law,wîhichi rejects investmients in real estate. l'le corollaries lie draws

frorn this are startling. If it were flot so expensive a luxury it would lie a

a pleasure and a well-deserved penalty to set -'Alpha" to run a bank whichi

lends on real estate " with a io per cent. inargin." Wbat a stimulus hie would

give for a tiine te the building trade while lie had funds to invest, and how the

furrows of care, and the sodden lool, whieb sleepless nights and worrying days

alone can give to the human counitenance, would l>e marked on bis forehecad,

wbile, later, he strove te mecl a nîn on bis resources with rnortgage deeds -'at

a io per cent. margin 1" If net wiîthin lus mental grasp, il is surely plain

enough 10 others, that thc banker who deals in negotiable papier representing a

real transaction in *1 portable property," inasmuch as lie has Iwo namces on

* that paper, bas a 5o per cent. mnargin, eacu name being responsilile fcr the

who/e amount. Thus lie covers bis risk. This is w bat makes legitimate l>aik-

igsafe, and if the rulec of tzoo sotind naines (sound so, far as known at the

2ini atlas eprefenting a genuine transfer of valuie, be never deperted from,

tfint value will seldom, if ever, take to itself wings and fly bodily away.

With a tenderness born of sincere interest in bis future career, 1 counsel

'lAlpha"I to construct bis Real Estate Bank on a similar principle, and dlaim at

least 50 per cent. margin on each boan. It rnay be that hie does flot know that

this is the principle on whicb nearly aIl the successful and sound Loan and

Mkortgage Companies are conducted, and centains the true secret of their
success.

Still, alas !the meney se lent by these Companies is seldomn left to lie idie,

but is used te buy goods, or improve and cultivate real estate and farm pro-

pçrty. It dees thus ftequently belp to increase that balance of trade whicb

hangu* o'er Canad('s devoted bcad. Such is the "ýAlpha.» Who can tell wbat
v;iti be the

THE BALANCE 0F TRADE.

A correspondent writes as follows:

1 would ask leave te suggest that wben Furopean capital isp importscd mbt
Çanada, and is afterwards expended in new public works, a part of the inaterials

for these works heing imported front abread, there must always bc to the extent

cf, such féreign purchases Of materials an apparent adverse cash balance against

tii.Dominion, and this part Of the general "lBalance of l'rade",agaifls us is ne

iditon of danger or depressiefi, because the interat of such irnported capital

,ilI1 be payable out of the.genieral profits accruiflg froin the completed works.

Aý- lotng as we are bcrroWillg and investt'lg in Ibis or any other rcproducavc

Jý>ft, we must always have an an apparenlt adverse balance.

Th* annual imports int Great J3ritairl have now risen to necarly double the

samournt of the experts, and the diflerence of the two amei.mts in tiîat wealtliy

dç>untry is paid in a very differenit way fromn the above, namely, by means of

the interest constantly flewing in front foreigli investments of capital by bier monied

cjasses. Here again, and to sucb extent, there is ne indication of distress on

tbec face of the adverse balances, only it shows that Britain bas laîgely become a

spending, in place cf au earning ceuntry', wt we iflay cal a comfmuliity of easy

açnuitants, and the precess is ccnstantly advanciiig.

I- do net pretendý now, te, acceunt for the whole of the cash balance

agusnt this country', a part of it may represent both daily consuitption ni

hiVçurit* and default ini paying for them,, a stabe of things which I amn qute rcady

tçt joila wi"lpa in deprcca±ing, and amn seekiiig a rem=dy for.

A 4-fIVs own o4 brçeding is the bes eculitY againat othiet peciple'. i ma=mr~

Wtcaoo bu eri1ifgduemoe d ,ui' ito*aclod~ ~ws be hî

WILL THE COMING MAN BE A CHRISTIAN?

The average Cbristianity cf the Church is a weak and hopeless affair in

presence of some of the pressing problems cf modern social lif,-tbat cf pas.

perism, for instance ; and it is net astonisbing that earnest men now and then
ask, if the coming man will be a Christian.

Tbis phrase "1thecoming mans" is one wbich bas corne mbt use within a feu'

years, and is intended te designate man arrived at is best, fully equipped,
physicahly, mentally and morally, for the solving cf aIl problemns cf life. Now,
the question wbetber the ceming mari wilI be a Christian cf course will depend

fit-st/y, on what the idea is as te the traits and characteristics cf the coming mani ;

and, second/y, as te what you may understand te be meant by being a Christian.
If the coming man is to be a healtby, useful, helpful, Iarge-minded, tender-,

hearted, truthful man, then we sbould say most assuredly he will be a Christian.

Whether be will be called, or will cal himself a Christian, may be a question, but

the essential- spiritual qualities are in 1dm which were in Christ. He may rio

affiliate himself witb any of the existing sects, or assume t/air nome, but if they

exist when bie arrives (though that may be deubtful), hc will be in sympathy
with ail, in ever)' sect, whicb is truc. and helpful,.te hurnanity.

Se long as Christianity means loviflg and serving God and mani, ao

long wilI it be impossible for the best mari te, be any thing better than a
Christian.

But if, instead cf regarding Christianity as Ioving and scrving God and

man, we regard it as a -certain set cf opinions about God, about mon or aboi*

Christ, or about wbat Christ bas donc or said, then there may be gcod reasc

to, question whetber the coming man will be a Christian, or will be called or «U2

himself one. The world bas bail enougi and more than eneugh cf this kind et

Christiaiiity, net that il is unimportant wbat views nmen hold respecting GO&,

and nman, and Christ and His relation te man's spirituel life and destiny, bwt,

that the etisphasis must net be placed thete, on tbe particular opnions beki, but

upon the fact of wbetber a man really loves and serves bis Ged and bis lxother

nman. And if in reality be de this, he is a Christian, whatcver may chance te b.'
bis speculative opinions.

If bis cleepest and most constant desire and intention be te glorify God le,
godliness of life-life which shall bc merally and spiritually belpfùl te man (and

ne otlier kind of life can glorify God), then it is simply a moral impessibility that

main should net be in sympathetic spiritual accord with Christ and ail that he
sought to do.

That there is much in thc prevailing Cbristianity wbicb the coming mari

will bave ne sympathy with, il it is net difficult te believe. But then we riay

console ourselves with the assurance that there is a coming Cbristianity, as well

as a Ilcoming man," and when the Ilccming man" arrives, bie will, in aIl probi-ý

liility, find that the accompanying Christianity is as fully emancipated front aIl

cramping and belittling fetters, as hie is himseif. Indced il will net be strange if

he shali find hiniself largely a product of Christianity.
What men quarrel with as the limitations ef Christianity is reahly no part cf'

Christianity, but part of the intellectual and social furnishing cf thc minds and

lives cf those who more or lesa imperfectly adopt Cbristianity and call thei.-

selves Chuistians. There is nothing intellectually belittling in the Chrisitianity,

of Christ, altbougb it must be admitted that thc Christianity cf the Cburch, even:

to-day, locks with ne favor or freedorn cf tbougbt or expression. But it' bas

been the constant effort of many individuel Christians who bave risen above the

fettcring of sects and crecds te remand inurr concerning Christianity, te the

feuntain-bead. Net te the decisions cf Con= l or Assemblies, or Synodical or

Episcopal authoritiei, net te thc opinions of .Ear'y Fathers, wbo in some things

wcre be/ated enough ini ail conscience,-lo, net te any cf these, nor ail cf these,

but te the Eternal Spirit itself, as it was manifested in thc man cf Nazaretb, and

is seeking te manifest itself in every mani now. Here is the best source of cur

information as to wbat Cbristianity is, and what il seeks te accomplisb. Thce

we learn it is a spirit o(' perfecting, and- it seeks humanity's perfection. Its

exhortation is, IlLct us go on unto perfection. It gives ne lcw or narrow idea,

of man's capabilities. IlIt doth net yet appear what we shaîl be," said John the

b >ovd disciple, but we know tint wc ere thesons cf Ood, and wien Il H shai

appear we shail be lilte Hum ;" and this is in perfect accord with bis master, wto',

said, Il b ye perfect, even as your Father which is iii Heaveri is perfect." 11ee

we have ftrm Him, wbose ru/e of life is onu coneivable law of life, and wh'oei

own conduct of lîfe s0 bumiliates our muserable performance, wc have from Hum

the moat bopeful encouragement, that mec aild ail mnen mnay yct risc out ci; audy

above, ail aur narrowness, Our ignorance1 our folly, and our sui,% and, yvt be th&'

god[ike men, the brave, heroic, truthful, pure and tender-hearted, loving mei,4,

that deep> in o0W hearts, in our bettet moments, we fain would be. Lot uw:lis.'

to, maire ti large and rational. hope a positive reality-THsI"Cl?~ mem uà)e,

COMMUNION 0F SAINTlS. -

in our day, what is it? Good chitian pepe auced chlat h 0tW

Sabbath-<Jay, join in the service of song, hlen dtotly to the prayers'- sh'tb

minister, and im~provingly te, the sermons-cfý the pastor. Os ëtaCelf

nigbt they do thc saine. Somne go te, teach: ini the §ubdaY'schoo~ i. gi'etIs r

scholars the benefit cf the printed'schenie cf lessons hastily g] -0 1 1"Sfft

gcoing. Is that al? There is the fervent methodigt elam's ie wbèOIfiW

tinies real, and as often maoru(aetvued, R5Cpsitiwit rela"-d OWemge.

ical dcnomiiiatiofli have net even that
But there is thc LOrd"s supper, sua'ely thi is Wý periad4**wl±JifOfl. 1*-

il? Ycs, with the paster, or with cnc's cwn béait Bu4 dàVrcI tis bnthren ý

when and wherc do w-c commune u'ith «M4a»0)W
0)f what do our churches onsist > Of 'a ba*d'ô cfWsieu draun t0gedmen

for the purpose cf strengthening, buildtg Upi tstehingob' and s11taining-oas';

anotirie mtheir moit«holy faitf?* Ortardtt *Wf aggtiOft of u!ns? o~w>ye

this and notbing more." We kww ccc 8 noIbei d=weit Weknow eaccott>r.-

Snaines, farnily conniections, calianad profesiGiis, meCafs, standing, charactor

-but sobat do we knou cf each esý»uwrid4i? Do wcknow when a bother>s


