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- LABOR'PORTRAIS. -

. “Men who, in ad'mlnl law- md n opponltloﬂ to
Provailing opinlon, have forced into nnt.loml ncognltlon
thoh ltherw dwrcgnrdod ri-'hh o! lobo[r. )
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MI» ALE‘{ANDDB MA,CDONALD

. -
R i s

MINERS, Assocumox 5 wnm. .
¥OR: sturom).“ e

*Alexander Mocdoﬁnld is deacended fiom a
siits powerfol’ atm of the Clan- 'Mncdonald
who, by_their devoted" attae'hment to’ the
ﬂﬁlﬂ dynasty wasall "but "extermindted * on
o' Rirk moor of Dr&&no&a{o (Culléden); ‘which
“orushed out the laist: hopea ‘of the  Jacobite
citive, ' His grandfathcr ‘Who' was the » mevre
stripliog, fled to tho lowlands,’énd Yochted in
the w\mfy of I‘erth “Like some otheis who'
wete'fugitives for tho *lost cauzo,” fortuno
alnned on him for a time; but an hour 'of ‘din-
alm oo, ond th's father' of the subject o
the'phesent sketch betodk: himuel! £o "tho’ 1ife.
of a sailor at the &irliest hidtheht’ he ‘eould bo,
bounid o thiat oocupahdn. ‘I Aftet life e’
took' part in‘the capturing’ of aevers]-'of ‘the
Weat Indm Ielands] and “was htterly tiken
prisviter in tho wkr ot 1812 betweeﬂ'tho'Umt
ol Btatesand’ this % eountry. ‘On‘the ‘terfaina-

nmnn-r,

" tiod'of the war be retarced to Sootlatid; ‘set-

. tled down in Lanarkshire. There be mamed
the mother of Alek&nder Macdonald vho was
-foree of chagacter. Alémder Maedonald was
‘Born in’ the Iatter patt of the frat quarter ‘of
this ceutury at Dalmacoulter, in'the px¥ish of
New Morkland;’ ‘riear’ the town of Airdi, about
‘ten’hnlcs ‘sastof’ G-hsgéw—-a -jplnco generally

™ gdébrated for th'richness of tHe mineral fields

Eha¥ 1y about it His futher ‘Haring 'become
‘i idner, ab this enrly age of o! exght yeara he
wag hken into tho mne to wc.n-kr :
. '.l‘ln eondmon.of mmgn was, nj; thnt tune,
olbvery low order, it being onIy in the year
‘§70¥ that the Taw Bid been past that conterrgd
on them thetr freedom, so that they were vir:
tually ‘mergivg from” tﬁo state of slavery.
“There waé’no limit to the ‘Honrs of lﬂ)onr, or
" the's qe ' that their young ‘would be taken theré
“niales and females iwére ‘Yoth -employed ‘in
thedn. entilohon in theory was hardly
known, and i in practice it scnéeiy existed in
‘many places. As mlght be expected, from
going to work at the early age mentioned, his
educatlon wos of a ‘meagro kind indeed.
““Phanks to 'the' watchful attention of his
. mother, every day or parts of the day, that he
"had to 3pare he was zent to school ; and in the
+ evening also, though almout constantly for
" some years the hours in the mine averaged
fully fifteen per day. "An early thirst for know-
ledge was engendered by almost weekly being |o
at achool ; the long degradmg houra he recoil-
ed from, The doings of those that wore striving |1
for the reduction of the hours ‘of labonr, for
the factory clnldreu were l.xs sonstant study.

When the females came to be put out of  the.

* in 1842, he was zfd\ocatmg the reduction of |
* the hours of la.bour to eig’ht per day, and’ ‘the
. education of cvery miner's child, In a great

strike of that yearhe took &n active pm-t At

the close of it he detormined to prosecuts still
further those studxcs he had begun, with the
view of entering oné ‘of the learned professxons

Takings share in all the’ leading movements

of the day, ho still never lost a day, he'still.

never lostan hour in. preparing to enter

~ the Umvermty to' complete those works he.
had begun.

Tn 1846 he entered the Glugow Umvomty,

' dunng the x\hole sossxon of that and’ the’ fol-{.: |

* lowing year mmntu.xnmg ‘bimself for’ whit he
“ had accumulated by his own dmly lnbmu- In
the summor he resumed: mining, and’ agam by
* by the'nid ‘of kis own toil ‘and the: assistance
of his own family he.agam attended tho:Uni.
venity of Glnsgow. ~Meanwhile he never for-
ot the miners’ cause. . "In 1850 he' became a’
teecher,,md 80 contmued ‘for some time,:ti
* the'quéstion of a Uetber Mines: Act—the. Acts.
of oppression nuder the Masters and Servants,
".ithie ovusaons of the Truck-Act, the Law ‘ Com-
pernutzon' of Accidents, ‘and- the miserable
<" house system then existing, with the low rate
" of wages at the pm'iod All engaged latge]y lus
atténtxon. ‘
-Thede evils 8o nnpmeed him that ho left ).
* highly remunerativeposition aud -threw! ‘hin:
lelq unreaervedly 1864 “the ‘ptoimy lifo of 'a
"~ Jéade among the'working miners; * The Minés
- Actof: 1855 vaﬂ"’pm«l—-—xt’w ‘known-only |
"'lol‘ its 6ffoots; " 'The Solect ' Cothmittee. got by

1M Fontor, ‘the M. P, for-'Walsall then snd’ P

540 entjirii inls the Truck Systen;: ended:

' '*’uﬁﬂomlt. “At- the':beginning-of ‘tho''yesr

-

1856 llttle or no union oxisted among the

; { miners anywhere.

%

) By the lose. ,oi .1857,-e '
intérohange of :views had taken place among |
those that remained of the recognized leaders:
of tho miners of the United Kingdom, and the.|:
reault ofsthis 'was that a small conference was
held-at Ashton-under. Lyne,: Alexander -Mac-

donald taking a lcadiug. part thero.. It was}

agreed to agitato and press on the Government
the neceasity;of paasing » mesaure for their
protection.. In 1858:9 this was done. Ing1860,
another Act was passed, but like its predecea.
ors was not- satisfactory:- One point was; in-
giated, by Alexander Maodonald—the necessity
of having two shafts to. every:. working—one
for. escops it the other was. destroyed.
The mine owners opposed this, and the Legis-
lature supportedhim.! The Hartley catnatrophe
‘camo “in 1862, and:-then an Aot .was paased,
Alexander Macdonald as before leadmg in the
matter. .

In 1863, a conference v(u convened from qll
pll’tl of the empi.e. 1t resulted, in the for-
motlon of- tho Mmem Not\onnl ~Association
and of it Alexander Maedon:ld was electod
president. In 1865,a peleet eommxttea was
appeinted ; be took part with others on behalf
of the association in watching it, and’ gwm«
evidence before it., He- eubsequenely wntched
over t.he passing ¢ of the Bill mtrodnced in 1860-
70.71, and the final measure of 1872, _

:,As before noticed, in carly life the cruelties
—1f we may, 80 st.yle them—that . took ;place
under "the: l:.\w of Master and Servmts Act
made a deep impresalon’ on him. He was one
of tho parties .appointed {in 1864 a5 tho Con-
gress that was held n that, aubject to see the
Haw, nlte.rcd he, eontm.xed to act a.long with

others txll the old law was. repaaled in 1867 ‘

.In 1868 A.\e>,nnd¢.r Macdonald becamo a cand.t
date for the Kilrarpock !district of: Bur.;hs
Towgrdq the. electlon taking place, ghe found
the screw. being so beayily put. on, t Rat he re-
tired from the coptest rather than see many oi
the working class veters sacrificed. « There
wns.po ballot then, He has twico visited-the ).
Upited States, . to sca fho .real position. of the,
working. man,-there as, compared. with. his|
country.: He travellod the conntry from the;
Atlantic to the Pacific coast, in many plaees
receiving from trades unionists a hearty and
gsnerous - welcome., Many thousands of the
Scotch miners who have located in the States
received him with epen arms, He is at the
presons time the president of- the Miners*
Association, as he had Ween from its formation.
In his position as president hé -has never had
a permanent salary. He has been, more than
once by the, Scotoch miners, and friends in
Scotland, presented with. tokens of their.re:|
spect and osteem. On the 1Ith of January,
1873, he was presented by the leading miners |.
of the kingdom: and their {riends, with tho
sum of £1,500, most of which:had becn col-
lected by the minera in their various localities.
Till tho present, Alexander Macdonald remains | ¢
unmarried. . It may just be added that heis

the eldeat of seven brothers, all of whom yet
survive. Fourof these have settled and bo,

come citizens of the great Western Republic.
One of them earned some distinction.for him:
self nnder the star-apangled ‘banner duriug
the lnte war. -

On Tuesday Mr, Maedonald was elected bv
the working men of Stafford to represent them
in Parliament. He was second on the poll, ay
will bo seen from the following statement :—
T. Salt (Conservatlve), 1,238 ; A. Macdonald
(Working Man candidate), 1, 181 ;- Mr, Bridge-
man {Conservative), 946 ; Alderman Pochin
(Liberal), 903.— London Bee Hive, Feb. 7th 1§74
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A WORKING KING.

" THe lato King of 3axony was in tho habit of
abtohding all the State institutions to sec that
they were kept in working ordler, One day
ng J ohn appoared at the telegraph oﬁce of.
u  small stamon. ‘taking the olerk by surprise.

The ‘official'bad only just time to telégraph
‘f.o' his’ _colleagnes - at the mext station, * The
King Yids jiist arrived on a visit of mapect:on i
before he was summoned to dive all possxblo
details to his sovereign with regard to the
amount of traffic in thie place, tho number of
despnteheu recoived, the. number sent out, etc.
Prelently & messago came along tho mre,

which: the clerk feadin - much enibarrassment.
‘it What sre the cohtents of thnt dlspntch "
inquiredthe ¥ing): ST

The official -stammered ’%nt o conboiits
Were.. ummportant but, as his xoy;\l master
in mtgd on belpg mformed‘of tho . the unhap
Y, ¢ eierk Mas at length l:opelled ' to_, 5 know-
ledgo that he had' telogmphed to lm neigbbor,

“'Phe king has just m-rwed and ‘that the
anawor he had received rin’ ‘thios i '% The' Fing
pokes bis nose into ovcrythm,;.

i for d:\ys and weeh together

'of ‘thie" year.

'n-n-: LABOR PROBLEM
PRODUOTIVE OO-OPEB.ATION

i 1

SOME STRJKING INSTANCES OF TBE
~BENEFICIAL RESULTS OF .
,THE SYSTEM '

. g B T AP

A re'tder of the \Yonx,.w, who is deop]y
has sont us the followmg mteroutmg pa}r
on the eub;ect, and we gladly. glvo i
place in onr. columns. Co~operatlon may
not be a cure for every ill; but we.believe
the workingmen .of .this ,coxltme_nt ,wonld
materially advanco their position .did they,
bitt- determingtely endeavor to. buy;mell
und to work on this principle. . - .- " ...

* Productive co- opétation may bo dmdcd in~
to three classes ' co-operative societies begun
‘by employers, those' commenced by. workitg-
men, and those started ' by other co. operative
societies, A good specmen of the ﬁm dul
is. tho -

o

"BRIGOS COAL l:ommw, Cs

in thé north of England. It was iit )866’&.‘
the Briggs brothers wera indiiced] p:amiy by
an arttcle wntten in 1866, by Prof. "zm‘eétt. to
adopt a co-operahve Oome  Theit ﬁmﬂio;eoo
hated ‘theéir masters. - Tho tbst of ta\mg cuo
of the mines, \vhether worLed or uot, wu
nearly 31,000 day, and ‘A8 the mén Wwers of-
tén on a strike. this sum mlght ‘bo & dead 1oks
This ‘Was. thor
state of aﬁ'znrs when tho Bnggs brothers cot: !
claded to try co- opentxon. They forthied 3
joint-atock coipany, issuing sharea of 350‘656!:,
one-third of which they seld to the an
men.  The rest they kept in thisir 0¥ h
Payments for these shm-es were m ¥
employees morithly, and, as Boon ‘as-¥ M
paid his 300, he begen to roeuyo dxhdeﬂds
A 10 per eent ‘divideri on, stock iv” the “hrsk
})\ll on the net profits. It ‘anything' refhains,
it is dxvnded intotwo equal shares. One goes to:
the "Briggs ‘brothers ; “the other ia divided
amougall the workingmen, shareholders or not

during the year. -From that day to this the
Briggs Coal Company bas’ continued® lg earh
more than ever before ; has been

: YBZ!! PROM STRIKEY,

-on unprecedented case ; nnd has made from
13 t017 per cent yeorly There iz, & greet
gaving _spirit manifestsd among tbe men,
formerly. so careless. The Bnggs brothers and
their men have built p a pnbhe library, and
estabhshed schools., Drunkenness is said to bo
nnkuown The magio of co operahon bas
vrought an almost perfect work. T ‘rosult
i3 the more remarkable, becmle it lp.l been
effected with most wppromising material, and
in what scems, at first sight, an unpi‘on:nnng
way. The Br)ggs brothers gave theu- men no
sharo whatever in the manngement amee the
majority of the stock remained in theu- swn
hands., The plan they adopted made it im-
posenble that ‘they should lose, 'l'heu' stock
represented the full amount of copxﬁnl they
had inveated in the mines, and on this they
were to receive 10 per. cent beforo 1fbor, as
such, got any dividend whatover, Thir pro-
fits bad, :weraged sbout 6 per cent ; ?ut the
next .year after, they.admxtted thexr ep to
partnershxp, they cleared- 10 per ceht, and
$8,500 beaides. 1 believe they have qmde as
much as this, if not more, every . yea siuce,
This system’ known in England as t at of-
“‘industrial partnerships”—is one which every
omployer van easily try, and. try mth no
pomble risk of loss., If he does not vp
issue stock to hm employees, he can’ ¥ to
them : “sAt the end of this. year, 1 w'

his. average rate of proht] mto two lml' ,
of which shall bo. divided among all of. on, m
proportiop to the wages,..each, hos Qprned
during the year.” Heo would thus’
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. HIRE BX&MEN S BRAINS ;.

r

and good will,’
1o be'diligent, faithiful had 'sobiy, aud - to pre-!
for ¢ orb:trahon to stnkes If the plon' docs |
not’ work well' it can ' bo drogped a§ tho end’
“But’ :t “will “work” Woll' ‘ 'and
mapufacturers will make mohey by :‘fro)n the
instant of fts adoptxon s 4
“'The history of the Rainhmo Co—ope “txye
Agnoulturnl Association, »County "( lare,
Jreland; is as_interesting -e= any.. tomqnce
N,t was in 1829 that a M, X :mdeldur, WD |

mg an eatate of somo 700 scres m this

.

‘| under this rule.

in ‘proportion to the wages they have received |'

It would pay them theteafter :

olRobortOyeg,totty e
-4 CO- orzru'uvn VARM.' -
1AL dile’ ﬂcﬁod, all Treland’ was'in & reckleu,

" | ansetiled -ute and ‘land-ewners were afraid|:
o 60 Tive at thonr "homes. -

“Mr. Vandeleur s
atoward was shot‘and his family fled in terror
féom their Home, * But Mr. Vandoleur was 8
bravdi g, He had made up hisuiind to have
» 00-operative farm. Lenmg his’ fanily in
Edghx; ‘o went Baektbh éatate.’ Althongh
he h&d put up oome eo‘ geo and mde a lew

thoq; vhn he wis gomg 1o do. ‘He bad on-

mv,dh be as bnveu his employer. He
fo‘od 'ids “ground m ablh of ' various gentle
Bintsof the powb!o wmquencea Oneof these
pleaunt unggoshom eonsmted ih a rude
sketth’ of & CofBR ‘with bis i liame lcr.\wled there
n." hy dogrm My, Cmg wou' the people’s
.ttenhon. snd falkod 86 penuwvely to them
of éo-oporatxon that they at lané tgteed to try
tho olpenment “Mr. Vandeleur let his 700
M:ru to’ them at s rent of $3,000, and they

toolp, otd., which' brought the amiount ‘up to
34,500 “Th fhen elested their own Committes
of mm,ée'ment by baliot, Mr, Crslg himasel
bomg uubjeeﬁ to ballot._ The' ooncorn wae iu
dmorq PR -1 54 SERPTE B A B N

: muevmus sueczss. o

) e .‘,

',lveqthmg that sqemod 'ippouxme beomo n
fact.. « Liqyor, £ilth, ignorence, gave way to

{ femperance, eleanl; homos, and .g00d schools.

Not only were the 700 adres cultivated, but )

$xach of qute Jaud fortihzed and.made pro-
dnetlye, Among;the evilp, forbxdden by the
Company’s- by-laws. was that of gambling.
Mr. Vandeleur unfortunately did. not come
Holost his all a few. years
1ater, at tho .gaming .table... The winner.re-
tuged. to continue. the lease nnd the -tonants
were e}deted. Soms of. them. emxgrated, thel’

them. . . . , -
Of the second olus of prodnchve mpen—

dive loexeheb,—-thooo started by wokagmen,
~tho i

WOLVBREAIHO!I PLATI-WK WORES, -

is & good apeennen. " Years ago. one “of the
‘masters of Wolvarhampton cut down lns men’'s
wages, They struck. The, other .mastors
‘bastened.tq form a lock-out, and expected; by
suspending all worL to compel the employces’
to submit, - These . latter belonged, however,
to a Trades Union, which ceuld give them'
temporary oid. During their brief holiday,
they hold several meetings to decide what it
was best to do. They finally .concluded to
establish s manufactory of thrir.own. This
they did. The masters gmﬂed scomfully, and
lmmodmtely put : down the prices of the im-
menso stock of ; goodq they had on hand, so
that they found a quick and ready market.
To.be sure, they.lost- ar these priges; but it |
was a means to an. end, they thought.‘ The
workingmen thonght g0 tpq.‘, They shut their |-
teeth. firmly, worked hard, and undersold their
masters in the markets.,: They lost; as they |

the masters began, one by one, to give way ;
and it was five or six long.years before the}.
Workingmen’s . Wolverbampton Plate-Locks
Works Company began to really pay. - But,
-when it once began, it did not atop. It is now
s flourishing. protitable :Company; and it
realizes, o8 the world doés, that it is porsever-
‘anco and co-opeyation that made jt so, ' This
| is not by auy means 'the,only example to be
given of what workingmen - bave .done for
themselves. . -Thery are many. small. co-opera:
tive shops in England, owned by the men. to
whom they. give employmenf, and. s fow
establishments as hrgo as the: one 'elroady
described. - g REETI

- 'The third class: of produmng oo-opom’cwe
society—associations under the - cotitrol of

. [other co-opbrbtuve .oeiohu—-ﬁnda a: ﬁt typo in

thg . ..1

at N o\ cosﬂe on-Tyne Ito ctpltal u 8000 000
divided mto 29,000 shsrec Aftor provadmg
for 2 morvo fnnd, ;md.payment oﬁ 10  per ‘cent
on the pﬁd-up-capntd, all _profits are _to be
dmded cqg&lly‘ (betveen Jabor,. md“c.pml
Evm wogkep in the oonppmy, reeonve’o“ 9
dmdend 9 thq mnount pa:d him in, wages of
ulury. Each emplloyee must. a.llow a portlon
of h;s JYpges or-, ,sa.lqry t0 rema}m on dopout
‘with tho company. When the depom amounta
to $25, he receives a share- gertlﬁo&te.

Eeopnty, deter;mmed after atudymg the plan ‘f

'a young My Craig for bia ‘secretary. He|

paia, bende. intorest on' the value of all cattle, 1

Tomainder relapsed into, the. ‘barbarism - from S
which oo-operatlon “had. tempomrdy lifted} -

knew they must. . Jt was a long year before]:

el
The grenter part of the- eapxtal-smk lwas

t <

| subscribed by the co-operative steres. Jin-the
B north of England This, in fact, i is m ‘of

the great majority of prdductive co-openﬁro
entorpmel Theo stores aro far easier to man-
‘age, and aro naturally started first. Whln
they grow strongand find surpluscash-on tlmr
hands, fhey are apt to'use it in promoting co-
operadive production. It was in this way tha$
most of the great corn and cotton mills which
workingmen own near Manchéster were stait-
ed. The panic in the English iron trade last
year cost the Quseburn Engino Works $50,-
000, bat the Company went sarenely. on, It
is a power in the iron business ¥o.day.

. . . - . . -
EKNOW YOUR CHILDREN.

Huudreds of men have no time to gei_ e-.
quainteg with their children. They seein &
general Way that they are clean and wholesomo
looking, they pay the’ quarterly--oohool bills,
and they grudge no. expense iu the matter ot"
shoea and overcoats. ‘They dlmly rcmembpr
that they once courted their wives,” and said -
tender things in’ pleutﬂt parlours;” where the
cheerful gahlighit shed e glow,” or on moan-
light evemngs nuder rnatlmg leaves. . The
txmo for that is qnxte gone by, and they would
foel u buhful ash ‘schaol’ boy recmng a pxoeo‘
woro they to, emy @ complunent how. to éx) '-
lady 2 at the ofher end of the table.’ 'I‘hey havo
forgotten tlnt home  has' lts mahai)lo n"fite
and among them ﬁrsi and cluefeat the nght‘i“u .
their personal presence. Notlnng reats a
or woxn:n ‘who has been busy about one set of
thmgs bewor thnn]: total chenge‘oi ompio),
ment or feelu:g .A day on the' loq::ge Ja’

very ‘well,” bab: Ytsz & half. hour of '?C if t];)o '
most tired nian 'mll ahake oﬁ’dnll s\eeb,'a'fn

hnv; alromp with {he children or a game of bo
peep ‘with the. baby, be will be rested much
more fhotoughly than if he drowso away | the
whiole evening, u -$0 many busmess men do.—
Hearth and Hoﬂu

' CURRENT EVENTS.
The Leeds eo-opomtwe socxcty have Snb-
scribed £265,000 i in » joint stock company - for
‘working Tipton- -greén colho.ry, Rnear- Blnmng .
. Mlsl Brewood, . an, Amencnn luly, bu
performed the perilous feat of n.ttommg the
sammit of the J nngfrau mountain, in Smtur
land.

A new company is ﬂoatod, under the txtle
of the Irish Midland Coal Consomers Com-
pany, on & co-operative basis. The coal'fields
to be worked are in the province of Comu.ught,
noar Lough Allen.

"Thé firet sod of a new col.lxery, the ‘enter-

prize of a number of workingmen who hive

formed themselves into & company nnder the
title of the *Broughton Moor Co-operative
Mmmg Corpany,” bas recently becn cut pear
the villnge of Dean near Thornethwaite,

The’ reVenue ‘of Newfonndland for the last
financial year was SSO7 000. Jn 1872 the reé-
venue was £177,342.  The progress of tho.__'
country .does not thcrefore acem  to be ve
rapid. The principal exports are cod-fish
seal-oxl cod-oil, seal skms herring, andsal»

mon .

! In order to encourage the wnrkmen who
mll be engaged in the new.Herbury J uuctlon
Iron , Works, sxtunte botween Barnsley and
Wakefield, now in course of construation, .the
directorshave decided to resorve thres bund.
red shares for them if they choose to take them
up.

- A eorrospoudent of the Wnshmgton Star
sendas the following statements, saying that be -
knows the parents of the children and has ve. °
oently received an sccount of their birth from
a personal friend : *‘ Mrs. J: B. McCrum,. re.
siding at No. 58 . Pu-aons strect, Kalamazoo,
Mich.,.is the ‘mother of twins so small . that
they are; a.maryel of humanity, putting in
shade all stonea of Lillxpuhnns over heard of.
One is a boy and tho other & girl, and .wexgh, :
together, . three -pounds and four . ounces !
They are, perfect . and_scem- to bo  in good:
bealth,. Theirbed is & little: paper box,, ‘filled
‘with eotton, and they- are .- dressod .in doll's
‘clothes.:, Tb&mother;and childron were  dging
well at last accounts... .These. twins are. the
staallest living cre.tum .oper-heard of, ; Thoy
take food natarally snd make u.noise like very
young kittens Quito - a: mxmbex of :gitizens
.have called %o see the httle pvonderu., - ‘Ates
enp .w,ill,_cover, the, hqad..,of “cither, "I.’ijr )
[iands are about the size of the bowl of ate
spaop and. their bo(hu lese than. six, mqlel '
long—the boy & triflo the’ larger,”

"




