
Ascolsc]0UlCiss was returned slie on
dered lull fiow she came to be tossing and
pitchilng ini a stifling blackness. With an
effort Sfic raiscd her lids-and rernem-
bcrcdl! For one instant the sickness of
hiorror overwhelnied bier; and then sfic
conqucred tlie emotion until hier brain bc-
camne controllable and clear.

Tlie suin bung close to the sharp ridge
toiw'1rds which tbey were travelling, and
111 the western haif of the heavens was a
<llicate sairnon pink. At least an hour
mutst liave elapsed since she left the river,
.nii( sl1c lmad flot been reseued. It xvas evi-
<lenit that sfic must depend on lier oxvn in-
genuzity andI courage to escape, and slic
dIoggedcly refused to consider what bier fate
mîlglht bc is sfic failed. She biad neyer be-
forc been forccd to stare danger in the
c *cus. Nigfit would prcsently shut down
fromn above, wfiule the mysterious menacing
Mvildniess closed lier in on ail sides, and she
1Vio l ie alone with bier clamox:ing fears.
Shi*e strinied lier cars for sounds of pur-
s'lit, anid the strident clatter of a woodlcock
niockced lier hopes.

Vîth bier calrnness grew a bitter loathing
of the brutte bcncath bier. The odor frorn
blis n-cr-spiriing skin beganl to n-auscate fier,
lw'Iile the pressure of bis arm was like the
coul of a snakce. Sfieceould scarcelv control
tlue 1111( imipulse to tear at blis brown flcsli
Wit'i lier nails, to fight and screami in bier
fturv,. Butt beneath the surface chaos shc
kilew lier own impotence and the necessity
of buisbanding bier strcngtb for the oppor-
tiînjti tlat must corne. She rnastered bier

Oice of ýait emotion until it seerned as if
a Stîanger had spoken instead of berseif.

"Piut ne down," she said dispassionatelv.
fier captor promptly stopped and slud

1111 to the ground. She was surprised and
liflittcrably relieved, thoughi her pale fea-
turcs 'naskedo the effect. Her full red lips

Wectigfitly closed; ber littie fists were
Clitlclle(l comnbatively, and bier oval face,
cTolc(I bv a luxuriance of sun-lit, yellow
hiair, Wvas tilted upward, so that lier blue
eS gazed straigfit into those of ber enemy.

Nýow that she was free of contact it was
less d1illicUit to overcome her weakness.

TMie rnan leered vacantly and tapped hcer
ch'eek Witfi a stained finger. As sfic in-
V'Oltntarily shrunk back a step a sudden
U.nderstiding flasbed to hier brain. Hc

,as ci rnaniac! Insanity peered beneatb
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those heavy brow; and liîîgeredl in tlic
weak lnes about blis rnoutfi. Only nican-
ingless good-nlature met lier scrutiny, and
yet she rememibered bis expression as lie
advanced upon tbe calme, and tlic inhumian
growl with whicli lie swung on bier lover.
If liarmless now, sfic kncw wvIat fie could
be wvhen aroused, and bier iimniiediate safcty
lay in pandering to biis nioods.

"Dori't be scart o' fil, l\[s, ie Said
fin a voice strangcly soft and gentie coin-
ing froni suefi a giant. "George xvoulllnt
teeli a fly, George hollf', feCx\-
plained confidcntially.

"0f course nlot,' gre the i.
"VVfierc are wc going, Ge,,orge ?' Sfic
spoke lightly, aliiost fl ippjantly7.

'"lo niy big flouse, top) o'0 e,' andi
fie waved biis arrn towvar(Is thec suia thar
stared a momient froîn a bioodlsfot ev-e cre
it sank belowv the grev, b)artre-i it

XVitfiout question or- demînir slic tirined
and xvalked on, whiule the mlan sfiuIilc'tl fie-
hind. Thougli cxbausted from li, Ic 1i
vous str-ain, sfic wvas as îinconsciolns oi
hodily suffcring as of mental. 1ler eYes.
fevcrislily briglit, rovedl conitinuaýi iv t (
right and left as those of a tired swvimînc rli
searcflingy for a lln ier blue skirr
brutshcd and catuglit on the 1o4vtikct
fier ligbit sfioes welcre gasfic<l on rocks, fier
stockings refit b' prii s luit lier'ttn
tion bad nlo roomn for suefli iCrtY io-
forts. In another fouri the stcativ ngl
wVould crecp up andI close th lic COIhI il'-
exorable dloor of fier p)risoni, as the MHer
ness liad tfic first, and Cou finie hl- atlunie
witfi lier gaoler!

Sfic rernemlbered lbo)v l'e"n sonilet n nies'
marked tfieir trail k' breaking twigs and
upturning stones. H-ere fic woods ficad
shrunk back like a fournid bar'(ing its f-angs.
and the first trick was inmpracticahie; buit
sfic kicked surrcptitiouslY at cvery smll1
stone that passed in reacli, an( dr1op)pedl fier
littie lace liandlkerchicf on a bush. Shec
unpinned bier broad feit fiat and carie d it
in fier band, waiting for an opportunlity to
(liscard it. Thouigfi bis brain was warpcd
she reali'zed tfic astute ctinning that
proniptcdl Ilim to wratcb bier cvcry move-
mient, and fier rnost imiminient fear was tlhe
possibilityf Of awakcning blis violence.
J-lowever, as tficy began to des.ccnd the op-
posite side of the niounttain and thi woods
eloscd about thecm, sfi succe injrkn


