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IUNEMPLOYMENlT PRE VALENT IN CITIES

The. Honorable A. K. Mtaclenn's recent cam'palgn of op-
tiznisrn haq flot sufficed to satisfy the people in Canada that
the. arnournt of unemiployment lu quit. insignlllcant. The faut
that the newly established employment buraaius are appeal-
ing to the provinces and mnunicipalities to proceed witii pub,-
lic works is sufficient indication of the. actual conditions that
prevail. This is a condition which wlll remain with us for
many inenths to corne, although it may lia relieved to sorie
extent by a good harveat and by a vigorous pollcy on the part
of provincial and municipal governients. Money rates
have already becomie miuch easier and long-terni bonds are-
Dow te b. floated at a price, which while net as favorable
te the. borrower as prices of thi, pre-war years, yet lu very
hlgh compared with that which prevailed last year. Many
civic and provincial works have become extremnely urgent,
and the. existence of cemparatlvely chaap monay, and an
~ample labor supply at reasonable wagas should b. sufficient
stinmulus for construction wlthout the. necesslty of any patri-
otic moe. It should, however, be thoroughly recognlzed
thai only worlcs cf unquestioned value should b. proceeded
wlth, and also tint thera are sanie munlcipalitles, particu-
larly ln. the. west, whicii are absolutely not in a position tu,
indulge la capital axpendituras of any klud for some yaars
te, come.

The Canadian Reconstruction Association bas taken a
fin and intelligent stand on this subject tiirough a latter
sent by its presidant, Sir John Willlson, te municipal coua-
cils and boards cf trade ln Canada. Sir John maintains
that the, clty should procaed wlth a vigorous policy along
these lines. While action of this kind on the part cf the.
association xnerely shits respcnslbillty elsewhre, neverthe-
les, it is of value in as mach as the. officens of the organiza-
tion have made a thorough study cf reconstruction topies
and thair recommandations aire worthy cf caraful considar-
ation.

The lutter sys:
"It la imperative that enplýyment should bce provided,

that the lalion markcet should net lie cong.stad, that war vet-
erans and war 'workers 8hould find steady empîcyment, and
'that tatir wages should lie malntalned. The, Dominion is un-
dertaklng extensive public improvementa. The. rallway com-
panlas h ave aunounced large construction policies. Mauy
industrial companles are preparlng programmes 'whlch will
involve u expenditura cf millions cf dollars. But tire lis
a direct responsibillty upon mach niunlclpality for the wel-
fare of its marn who have given vital service overseas and ln
particular wan occupations. Fallure te previde empicyment
will net only resuît lu distressanmd mlsery te tadividuals
bYut It wlU disorgaulze the labor market, lower municipal
revenues, produte lndustrial and commercial depression and
affect rntional prosperity. Municipalties throughout Cani-
ada have made great wan sacrifices. If thero lu fallure te
meet the. difficultien oif th. rpinnqtriwtlnn npr!Mn wrnih nAPf tii

necessary construction work whicii can ba started wjtho
delay. A well-considered programme could then be pl
panad lu eacli municlpality and put intoeaffect It mnay
that ln many cases municipal construction, plans wiim
have te ha carri.d out ini full, but the tact of having adi
quate works under way will serve as a valuable measure
insurance, against possible anemploynent or a serious cg
laps ln wages."

A resolution te tire affect tint Camadian provinces sirou,
lie authorlzed te establish and operate provincial banks, wi
power te recelve deposits, make oans and do a general bail
lng business, has beau prapared by Messrs. Ball, Leedy ai
Sheppard, of the. United Fuiers' Association. These nier
bers coustitute a committee recently appbinted to, investiga
the. question cf farm loans on thc New Zealnd plan. la au
mitting tis resolution they necognize its importance, ai
advis. that political action will lie nccessary ln order te 0'
tain action on the. part cf the. Dominion govermnt.

"Don't forget tire big interasts are determined te pr
veut us froin handling our own money," says Mr. W. R. Ra
writing iu the. Grain Growars' Guida. "Yoa se, wheu 1 p,
cent. pays for oparatlng the. lans, the. sprend from, 3 p4
cent. te 8 per cent. lu toc good for the. big intenesas te li
go without a figiit." Tirey say a copy of this raselution shou
lie mmiled te every member cf the. provincial and Domlini
govarments, asking themn te support it and demauding à
answer. Tii. resolution reads as follows:-

"Whereus the, pna.ent systani cf ciiartered banks is ni
ala te mucet satlsfacterily the. credit reguiramaents of ti
agricaltural lndustry;

"Tiieretone, b. it resolved that the. convention racon
manda, in the. Interest cf agricultural development, that ti
present lianklng system lia sapplernented liy a systeni cf un
batiks under provincial charter, regulatien and control, wil
a mlniniwnjrequirement of $1O,OOOpaid-up capital, and wil
power te talc. deposita;

"And, further, we racommend thnt the. Bank Act cf Cam
ada le amended to give tihe provincial legilature full po'wg
to, issue charters for baxnks as are hare de'scrlbed.Y
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