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TUBERCULOSIS OF BONES AND JOINTS-BIER TREATMENT.*

13v S. H. \VESTMAN, MBTORONTO.

For i-le last fifteen years, Professor Bier, of Bonn, lias been

i-reaiig cases of acute infective cliseases of joints, bones and soft

parts, by ari-erial ai-d venons congestion, niaintainnng the dis-
eased foci in a condlition of hyper.-emia for a longer or shiorter lui
terval. For purposes of treatment, lie lias divided liyperiemîat

into two varieties, Ari-erial or Active, and Venons or Passive.
The best resuits have been obtained witli passive liyperSinla,

\vhich lie lias applied, especially, to, tlie treainient of tuberciltis

affections, and I wishi, to-day, to describe to von Bier's nuetlio(
of treating tuberculouls joints of the extremities, by mneans of
venons hvperieinia. l'or the production of venons congestion a
Martin's india-rubber bandage is applied to the lirnb, about i-wo
inches above the dîseased joint, allowing the folds of the bandage

i-o overlap sliglitly, and to cover tue soft parts for an area of
about tliree incies. The bandage is drawn so firmly as to pro-
duce a strong engorgement. Tlie area below tlie bandage lie-

cornes bluish and swollen. Tlie suibeutanleous veins swell, and thie
joint is feit to lie botter i-han t-le corresponding joint of the
opposite side. Tingling sensations are. feu-, but actual pain is

rare, but if it does occur, and is not relieved afi-er the bandage

lias been applied for a few minutes, the latter muis be loosened.

The patient shild suifer no discomfort or pain from a properly

aplie(l Engorgement Bandage,'' (Stauingsbincle), and yet the

joint lias the appearances of nioderately acute inflammation. In

some cases sliglit oedema followvs, bt Nvitli sncb a short applica-

tion of the bandage this is a rare occurrence. WVlen ut does

occur, liowever, ut eau be reduced by tlie elevation of the linmb for

a short time afi-er the bandage is removed.
.The indications whicli point to too strong application of i-be

bandage, are pain, severe oedema, absence of tlie periplieral pulse,

decrease in temperature. and presence of vermilion spots in tlie

parts on the distal side of i-le bandage.
This treai-men- is employed daily for one bouir, and carried

ou for a period of nine montlis i-o one year. Gare sliould be

taken, in usiug i-le bandage, i-o apply i- alw'ays above i-le diseased

joint, and i-o biud a different~ part of i-le limib: otherwise, con-

*Read befo e the Ontario Medical Association, Julie, 1907.


