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THE SOCIETY OF JE3US.
(From the Melropolilan.)

Sint 1t sunt, ot non sint, was the sturdy reply
of the general of the Order, Lovenzo Tlicci, when |
the envendmed enemies of the Jesuils wished (n dic-
tate to them certain changes in their constitutions,
««You have heaped injuries upon us,” he.said, ¢ you
pave spared no arts, no calumnies, no falsehoads, to
make us odious ; you lave attributed Lo us the very
frawls which you practise upon us, and you would
pave us confirm your charges by weak concessions,

tract ¢
answer, Ias the witness ever seen a Jesuit, or enn- ;before hiza for contemplation the loftiest thought that i nor, ignominy; persecution, Justice 5 liberty, dun-
. And
ypriests ;

avea
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There is no (God 1

The witness malkes no
versed with one? No—yes—has seen many popish
supposes they are all Jesnits ; never convers-
d with any, but knows they all deny it.

EHas not every man who has mingled with the world
met with just such witnesses who have gathered all
their information from garbled extracts, calumny,and
their own depraved conceplions? We lave met
them, over and again, and among pecple too af tole-
rable information ou all points, rehgious listory ex-

e

made at your dictation. No, the Jesuits are innocent,
¢ Let them he as they are, or not be—Siat ut sunt, .
aut non sént.’”’ ;

“I'he reader of general history never finds himself |
more perplexed than in assigning to this swonderful !
Order a proper and due position ; he sees a notice of |
it on every historic page since nearly the outbreak of |
the Reformation, and in every writer he finds ‘warm |

friend or bitter foe ; nowhere is the name of Jesuit |

) g~ (
amounced in terms of common-place indifference. | ! , ! :
p P in the conversian of infidels and heretics, or other- |

We believe there ave few persons, Catholic or Pro- |
testant, who take the pains to supply themselves i
with accurate knowledge concerning this or any other !
of the various religions orders which have arisen, as
ifby a special Providence, at different perieds, within
the fold of the Clurch, yet their history is not only -
important, but it is generally also very interesting. |

Itis true, one picks up facts here and there which
give a bias to opinions, but without some litde re-|
search it is impossible to put a due estimate on facts,
or to separate the frue from the false. We have
known a nuinber of gentlemen of fair intelligence, sit
in arave discussion on the merits, or demerits rather,
of the Jesuits, who had drawn their data fromn the
infamous pages of Eugene Sue, coupled with the
vague declarration against the order which had filled
their winds with false facts from childhood. And
yet, in spite of the most bitter and the most artful
assaults, whizh bad Catholics, Protestants, and infi-
dels, have combined to make on this very remark-
able sociely, it must and does frequeatly occur to the
intelligent mind of whatever creed, that if genuine
apostles have ever lived since the Twelve, Francis
Xavier, Peter Claver, Brébeenf, Lallemand, Anchie-
ta, Marquette, Daniel, and ¢ eight bundred martyrs
immolated for the faith; eight thousand missionaries
of the avder whose lives were conswmed in the labors
of zeal mnong the savages and infidels” must be ad- |
mitted among the brightest ornaments of the modern
apostolate. .

Tlie Jesuits have performed too important a part
durine the last three centuries to be ignored by ei-
ther the learned or the unlearned ; they have spoken
to afl men from the prince on his throne to the pea-
sant boy watching his flocks; learned theologians,
profound scholars, naturalists, astronomers, mnl‘her_lm-
ticians, travellers, historians, all find in the Society
their peers, if not their masters; and yet, abounding
thus in full measures of divine and human wisdom, the
aceomplished Jesuit appeurs never more in his cle-
ment than when (eaching a class of village boys their
catechism, or announcing the first tidings of salvation
to the untutored savage.

The Order has now been before the world, whe-
ther in prosperity or adversity, since 1540, when it
was approved by Pope Paul 1II., and it certainly is
time that men should look upon it dispassionately, as
something belonging (o history, and not m‘crely as an
object of predilection or prejudice. « The Jesuits
are to my eyes,” says Crélineau-.ToI)r,'“ what Vitel-
lius, Otho, and Galba, were for Tacitus. ;[lcnow
them neither by injury nor benefit.” 'F'his is cer-
tainly the proper ground from which to view them,
and it is just where we would wish 1he reader to place
himself. ’

Who are the Jesuits? When did they come into
existence? What is the object of their Order?
What is their theory 7 What their practice? What
i8 {heir history ? :

What a variety of answers may be given to these
questions | Every fiery bigot in the ranks of rebel-
lion fecls himself Tully prepared to answer them by
saying that the Jesuits are the most wicked of men
who sprang up. at some time of the dark ages to keep
the world enslaved in ignorance. Their theory is to
do cvil that good iay come of it; their practice is
10 do evil ouly, and their history is but a chain of
evil deeds, S :

Lvery witness, of course, must be prepared for
some cross-questioning ; it may be therelore asked of
this one, if hé has passed some portion of his life
among thein, Ie answers, no, emphatically, with
almost a look of horror. Perhaps, then, he has read
their writings 7 Why, no,~yes,—extracts from their
wrilings, which have satisfied him of their principles,
Harve these extracts been presented to him by their
friends, or their encmies?—DBy persons who wished
10 expose their -errors{ Did ‘it ever occur to the

cepted.  Ilven our eminent lexicographer, Noah
Webster, conld not define the word Jesuir, without an
insull and a sneer.

But whatisa Jesuit? Tle is a religious of the
Society of Jesus, founded by Tenatins of Loyola in
1534, and approved by the Holy See in 1510, He
is bound to devote himself {o the salvation of souls in
such manner as shall be appointed for Lim by an
acknowledged authority in his Order (suhject always
to the Holy See) whether in the instruction of youth,

wise in the propagation of the faith, according to his
vows. We will follow rapidly here the introduction
of a candidate into {ull membership with the Socicty ;
we will trace him, step by step, so that the reader

.may judge whether he will be trained to that lofty
position, so rare in the world, which combines emin- |
tent learning with great piely.

Jitt pavet inveniunivr, was a wmaxim before the

“days of St. Tgnatius; it was his earnest wish. and it

has ever been the aim of 1he Order, to combine the
two, learning and virtue in their members.

- We will suppose a young man of good dispositions
and religious {urn of mind, whose education is pretty
well advanced, presenting himsell as a candidate.
Such is the ordinary character of candidates, as we
aurselves, viewing from without, have generally no-
ticed them.
wealth, it is clear that human ambition cannot be &

The candidate being admirted into the noviciate,
passes through the course of Spiritual Exercises as
an introtucton to the new life in which he is about
to engage. 'These exercises last four weeks, cach
week having its special counsiderations, 'The tidle
comprises the great objects conlemplated by the Iix-
ercises thus: ¢ Spiriteal Exercises for learning to
conquer one’s self and regulating the whole of one’s

life without taking counsel of any disordered - aflee-

tion.”

What a marvellous epilome is comprised in these
few words? During the first week of the Exercises
the novice passes in review his previous life 5 he con-
templates deeply the encrmity of sin, and the erime
of rebellion against God 5 he reflects upon the ends
of life, he learns to Iook up ever to heaven, he searches
the depths of his own soul, he takes counsel with is
conscience 3 by day and by night he gives himself to
prayer and reflection; an hour at midnight is given
to devotion to elevate and purily the soul wlhile the
world is wrapped in silence and repose. ¢ Happy
night that which is added to the days best filled up !

During the second week the candidate contem-
plates the life of our Lord, and the mysteries of the
Gaspel history as if passing before his eyes, Ile de-
voles himsell boldly and generously to Christ as bis
leader and commander, hie sees ¢ the acts of the Man-
God ever working the redemption of the world—they
are not merely remembrances and Listories of the
past 5 their trath and their infinite power live and
last ever present, ready to heal, ready to regenerate
at every time the docile soul.” :

The Ixercises Lowever are not merely for con-
templation and prayer; they indicate action; the
novice endeavors to discover and elect the grade of
perfection to which God in his providence calls lin.

St. Tenatius says, as the ¢x2rcises of soldiers are
only to prepare them for the day of ballle, so these
exercises prepare (he soul for the battle of fife. Lle
novice has presented before him, as it were, Lwo ar-
mies in array; upon the banners of the one are in-
scribed, Reehes, Honor, Pride—the commander
full of brilliant but lying promises, is the ancient
-enemy of mankind, ever eulisting souls to their own
destruction. Upon the banners of the other, Poverty,
Reproaches, Humility, are the device which the
lowly, yet lovely Saviour offers to those who would
(ollow Ilim. Not the novice only, but every wan,
whether he will or not, 1s obliged to join theranks of
the one or the other ; his own soul pays the (orfeit
if he choose the dazzling delusions of Salan; itis
saved when he becomes a true soldier of the Re-
deemer. The novice is trged to pray bhumbly and
faithfully fo be admitted into the ranks of the Savi-
our; and he implores the aid of the blessed Virgin to
assist him in entering upon the devoted service of
her Divine Son. ‘ ‘

witness that the Bible may be made to say by an ex-’

¢ This hour of meditativn is now generally transferred to
some hour during the day, , . S
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Duviag the third and fourth weeks the novice has

cean fill the heart of man, the Dirtae Love.
‘now av at all times he conlemplates the cross
Affliction, sorraw, and grief arc man’s
“inherit.ice; crosses meet him every where, and the
~true ¢ ¢iple, who is willing to devete himself to ig-
‘nomiz: and death for his master’s sake, secks rather
ito me.:and embrace them, than to fly from them.
AN vt is to suppart him under trials and afiliction
Pl .is Bis veward for self-dental and mortifica-
iions © IZarth answers not, but a sinall, sweet woice
Pwhisg rsto bim, ¥ Ve Divine Love”
i Attoe four weeks of such training, under an expe-
riene: o} director, when the recesses of the inner life
[have been explored, it js clear that the postulant must
Hind Mansell a new being.  1le'has seen his own soul
]relle._’ od as in a mirror; e lns contemplated vice
jand +riue, good and evil, face (o face. Jle has
ilearrsst the most diflicult lesson in life, that is, to
Flenow:one’s self. :

When the candidate las pasced through the Tx-
i ercises, the requirements and duties of the Society,
‘according to the Constitutions, are piaced fully be-
i fore Lim, and itis demarded of him whether or not he
tis willing to comply with thsn; will he devote him-
- sell) as required, to paverty, Lhumiliation, aud suller-
(ing, to the dangers and fatigues of forcign missions;
will he bear injuries, false testimonies, reproaches for
Christ’s sake ; will he obey his superiors in all things
in which there is no sin, will he accept and desire,
with all his powers, what Jesus Christ, our Lord,
loved and embraced?
t " Assenting lo all these ihings, he passes through

recollection, sell~denial, correction ol evil inclinations,
and the practical study of perfection. At the end
of the two years, having gone through a trying ordeal,
he is examined and admitted then to binding vows.
AL this time, with heart corrected and pride sub-
Auedy- he commences a prolonged - cowse of rigid
studies. Four years or more are given to rhetoric
and literature, philosophy, the physical and mathe-
matical seiences; then comes the regence, or the
teaching of the classes in a college. The young
professor passes from four to six years of lis life in
teaching ; beginning with the grammar classes, and
rising year by year.  Afler this, a term of from four
to six years is devoted to theology, to the study of
the Holy Scriptures, of the canon law, of ecclestas-
tical history, and perhaps of the Oriental languages.
When the religious has passed through these courses,
he undergoes a close examination, after which, if
duly prepaved, he is admitted to the priesthood.
Matured thus by long courses of study and prayer,
the Jesuit is supposed to be prepared for the most
trying duties of life 5 he is armed as well wilh the
lights of the age as with the zeal of his order, which
does all things “ ad majorem Dei gloriom.”  Yle
is what St. Tenativs wished lis disciples to be, « who
in every thing, in history, in physics, in philosaphy
and literature, as in theology, do not remain behind
their age, but are able to follow, or even aid its ad-
vauces, yet without ever forgetting that they are
vowed to the defence of religion and to the salvation
of souls.”

But the Jesuit has not yet gone through with his
schooling ; it is true, he is now a ripe scholar, a tried
man, and a consecrated priest; yet once more has
he to return to a yeor of contemplation and prayer.
Apwrt from the world, apart {rom baeoks, he enters
the tertianship, or the third year of probation. Once
again ¢n scholéd affectées he humbles himsell before
Gol, and seeks in retirement and prayer, purity of
Cheart and entire devotion in the service of lis omni-
potent Master. At some period after this year has
expired, (perhaps one, perhaps many years,) the Je-
suit, if he bas given the proper evidences of his cp-
tire fitness, ts admitted to the last vows of the Socie-
ty—~le receives from the Father-General the gradus,
and he is now [ully professed.

“The day of action at length arrived, for the
areater glory of God, for the service ot his brethren,
the Jesuit will be more than ever indifferent to all
places, all employments, all situations.  He wilt only
rejrel from him, and that with an invincible refusal,
lionors and dignities. 1Je respects and admires them
in others, as the height of devotion and of a glerious
servitude. Tde too devotes himself, but always to
obey, never to command—uwithout reserve, without
exception, without return.

The class of the seventh form at College, the
laborious superintendence day and night within the
walls of astudy:. room, or a dormitory ; China, the
Indics, the savages, the unbelievers; the Arabian,
the Greck; republics, monarchies; the heat of the
tropics, the ices of the north ; beresy, unbeliel'; the
conntry, the cities ; the bloody resistance of the bar-
‘bm-ian, the, polished struggles of civilization; the
Jrission, the confessional; the -pulpit,. studions re-

the twa years of the noviciate, occupied with prayer, |
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» haspitals, Jazarettos, armies; ho-
geons ; favor, martyrdom ; provided (hat Jesus Chirist:
be anrounced, the glory of God propagated, souls
saved, all is to the Jesuil equally indifferent.  Such
15 the man whom it has been the object of the con-
stitutions to give to the apostolate. Doubtless we
jway lament before Giod that we do not always attain
this end with the persevering courage which lie do-
mands ; at all events it must be confessed the end is
great and to conseerate thereto one’s life, is perbaps
to give it some value.”

We have thus hastify fraced the Jesuit’s life fraw
his initiation in the Society (o the kst vows which e
takes as a professed member, which covers a term of
from filteen to twenty years. It is obvious that men
thus trained, who have undergone such stringent pro-
bation, wust be prepared to make a powerful impres-
"-sirm on the world, and that they must naturally bring
{ upon themselves, from different sources, almost equat

measures of love and hatred. I'hey are men to be
i in the world, but not of it, thercfore the world wilt
shate them.  They ave not strangers to this. They
thave bound themselves to suller perscention for jus-
 tice? sake 5 nay, their founder Tooked upon perscen-
[ tion as their shield and their safe-gnard.  He there-
fore prayed that it should follow the Order always as
a perpetual blessing.  IT the faults or errors of some
individuals among them have brought obloquy on the
Order, more intense hatred has sprung from the in-
flexible adlicrence to duty of others.  When Mad.
de Pompadour wished to lhave her appearance at
court legalised as dome dn prlais of the queen, she
 wished to deceive the Iatter by pretensions of repen-
tance and virtue, and she chose the Jesuit De Sacy
as her confessor, cxpecting to find in him a (exible
agent {0 conceal and promote her designs.  She was
mistaken. De Sacy declined taking upon bhimself
the direction of her conscience unless she would break
off from the king, and turn really to solitude and re-
peniance. Ile did his duty as a Christian priest, but
the king’s mistress, and her confederate Choiscul,
took revenge upon the Order, by obtaining their
banishient Irom France, against the wishes of the
whole body of hishops of that monarcly.

We willsketch in the briefest manner the govern-
nient of the Society, and point out the land-marks of
its lustory. A thorough systemn of discipline pervades
the Order throughout. ¢ Obedience is the firs! duty
of the soldier,” is a milifary axiom; the Jesuil also
acknowledges it. e is bound to obey his supcriors
Cin all things which are in themselves lawlul.  The
Foflicers of the Society are the Tather-Cieneral, re-
sident at TRome, clected by delemates or clectors,
two fromn each province, (chosen by the professed
members throughout the world,) lor fife ; but subject
to impeachment, which, however, bas never yet taken
place, and probably never will. The gencral las 2
number of consultors, drawn from diffierent nations,
with whom he has to take connsel: and an admoniter,
who stands by him to admonish him in regard to per-
sonal allairs. These are all appeinted by the Sncie-
ty. The general bas the anthority over the Society
that the commander-in-clief has over an army, sub-
ject however to the Idoly See, just as the comman-
der of our army is subject to the president.

The other officers, (appointed for a term of year:)
are Provincinls or superiors of the Order in their
respeclive provinces, and a local superior over every
religious house of the Order. 'The officers have like-
wise their Comsellors and Admonitors.  They ave
bound to hear advice on all grave questions, but to
act each on his own judgment and decision,

% Such is the form of government of the Society ;
the unity of power, with multiplicity of consulting
opinions.  Wisdom possesses thus all its light, and
action all its force.”

The Society dates from 1534, when it was founded
by St. Tgnatius of Loyola, whase conversion from the
soldier and the worldling as he lay wonnded in the
castle of his father, tv a soldier of the eross and a
servant of Christ, is so funiliar to the world. 1is
illustrious companiens ab origine, are all historical
na.nes, Lainez, Salmeron, Bobadilla, Irancis Xavier,
Rodriguez, and Pierre Le Febvre.

St. Tgnatius is the author of the Spiritual Lxer-
cises and the Constélutions, which have given to the
Jusuits their distinctive character. Pope Paui 1.,
by a special Bull, formally establisbed the Society in
1540, with extraordinary privileges. By the Con-
stitutions the members are bound to special obedi-
ence to the Holy See, to poverty, chastity, and obe-
.dience, as all the other orders, but to something
mare than erdinary obedience, that is, to be ready at
all times to go without warning, without preparation,
and without recompense, wheresoever their services:
may be deemed most useful, as missionaries among
infidels, berefics, or lieathens ; and to devote all their-
pawers ta the services of the Chureh, if necessary,at’
the sacrifice of all temporal goods, and cven of 'life -




