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THE BRITISH NAVY IN 1878.
‘ ——OO

aval power of the United Kingdom is
'usf?ui\g invegi);:d with, suf:h peculiar 1nterest,
that it becomes worth while to define ;he ex-
tent and character of tl.mt fleet, whxﬂch muft
always constitute the main factor of England’s
fiohting strength, promising that a lurge share
of the recent supplemeantal credit has been de-
sotéd to naval purposes, although the regular
appropriation for 1877 cxceeded 650,000,000.

‘At the last date covered by official reports—
Dec. 31, 1875—the British war fleet composed
of 241 vessels in commission. The number of
men employed in the service was not less than
60,000, including upwards of 33,000 sailors
and 14,000 marines, We need not say that
the most important division of the force is
made up armored ships. Of these at the date
mentioned there were fifty-eight, from which
aggregate, however, should be _deducted three
oonstructed specially for solonial defence, and
eight considered too old or too badly built to

ut to sea, leaving, therefore, a net total of
forty-seven  ironelads. Without runeing
through the catalogue of names, we may say
that this list includes vessels of all dimeusiouns,
from the Toflexible, of more than 11,_000 tons,
whose sides are thirty nine inches thick, three
gifchs of which thickness is represented by iron
plates, and which carries four cannon, ench of
ciohty-one tons weight, besides steam engioes
Ofc 8,000 horsc power, to the .Favonte, the
cmallest ironclad under the Epghsh flag, )vho_se
armor, is only four inches thick, but which in
any other navy would be a formidable craft,
haviog a capacity of more than 3,000 tons,
engives of 1,700 horse power, and an armament
of ten 9 ton guns,

Such was the state of things at the beginning
of last year. Let us now sec what progress
was made during the last twelve months.  Ae-
cording to the programme put forward by the
frest Lord of the Admiralty, six ironclads were
to be finished during 1877, and sll the unar-
mored vessels then on tl_lc stocks were to be
brought nigh to completion. It was promised,
moreover, that a new 1roncls_d of the first class
should be begun, together with & ram of suffi-
cient power to cope with certain redoubtable
eogines of war said to be building in continent-
al harbors, and, in addition, an unarmored cor-
vette, a sloop, and two sailing vessels, In a
word, the Minister undertook that during the
financial term of 1877-78 the natiomal yards
should add to the fleet more than 14,000
while private contractors were to build for
Govermment account almost half as much
agaim,

Notwithstanding ics inability to completely
fulfill the above programme, the Eoglish Gov-
oroment has added a good deal to the veritable
solidity of its naval force. Four colossal iron-
clads were finished and sent to sea in 1877,
namely, the Thuoderer, the_ Dreadnaught, the
Alexandra, and the Temeraire. One of these,
the Thunderer, ought to have been ready for
cervige much earlier, but on the day when it
was to make a trial trip one of its boilers ex-
ploded, causing an acxount of .dzzmnge yrhich it
required six months to repair, Besides the
two engines of 6,000 horse power which move
its serew, there are on board this vessel twenty-
six other steum engines, and a hydraulic ma-
chine for the management of the helm, the ' re.
volving turrets, and other parts of the appar-
atus. The Thunderer is covered with plates
about 14 inches thick, and earries four cannon,
each weighing 38 tons. 1ts mean speed is said
to b: thirteen and a half knots. Fesides ar-
mored ships of the same character, the English
Admiralty has lately constructed a number of
vossels not plated, and furnished with a rel:-
tively light armament, but designed to show
exceptional fast-going qualities. Some distin-
guisked specialists have severely eriticised
these experiments, and the coantroversy on the
subject is fur from being ended. It is said,
for instanoce, that the new vessels are too pow-
erful for simple cruisers and too weak to en.
gage with ironcluds. It is certain that one of
the finest types, the Shah, was constrained after
a fow minutes to renounce the idea of coping
wich the Peravian ship Huescar.

The remarkuble results obtained bv the
Russ ans from torpedoes o the Danube and
in the Black sez could not fuil to awnken the
attention of the English Admiralty. Numerous
experiments have been made in the way of
making extremely light steam vessels destined
to lodge torpedaes under the flank of armored
ships, or to launch that species of explosive
provided with means of automatic movement,
Essential conditions to the efficiency of such
craft are unusual speed and a peculiar facility
of evolution. After numerous tests, the Eaglish
ship-wrights have fixed upon a model eighty-
four feet in length, and only eleven feet wide.
So far but a single example of the type has been
completed, but this with its powerful cngines
has attained a speed of nineteen and a helf
knots, It is reported, morcover, that fifteen
others are now on the stocks, and that the
builders have guuranteed a minimum speed of
twenty-five knots. And here we may mestion
a curious fact bearing ob the usefulness of such
vessels, and demonstrated by recent experiments
namely, that where their hulls are pierced
below the water line, very little water penetrates
provided the speed be as high as ten kuots, and
almost none if it exceed eighteen. We may
add that the Admiralty have lately undertaken
the construction of a submarine vessel intended
to fix torpedoes under the keel of hostile ships,

Naval artillery scems to have made but little
progress in 1877. Hitherto, England has con-
tented herself with the Armstrong guos of
eighty tons, which are regularly adopted
for the armament of her. ironclads. Up
to the present time . Italy alone has
gone a little further in this direction, having
furnished some of her armored ships with 100-
ton cannon. We understand, however, that
the famous English engineer is now construct-
ing for Govornment account a cannon of 150
tons,

WINTER SPORTS IN RUSSIA.
e () ettt
BEWITCHING BEAUTY IN FUBS AND SXOW
BANKS ON ¢BUTTER WEEK.”
, .

A writer reports from St. Petersbnrg in Russia,
durivg what is called * Masslenitza” or Butter
Weelk, the week immediately preceding Lent. He
writes that it is devoted to popular rejoicing. A
kind of fair is'held at the Admiralty Place in 8t.
Petersbury, and one of its main features is a couple
of huge katoks facing each other. They are atleast
75 -wet bigh, and very steep, and as a conticons
stream of sleds furiously dashes down the glassy
gide,the spectators woonder why ferious accidentsare
of guch rare occurence, Here ladxes_a.ra seldom
geen, or females of any class; the sport is too rongh
and only now and then noe of the fair gex will in-
trust herself to a prof-ssional coaster, maoy of
whom hang around to initinte uuspecting streogers
into the bewildering wmysteries of the sport. A
favorite made of cussting with the Russians I8
Iying streched out on the stomach bat it takes con-
giderable nerve to face the tnad tnrmoil in that way.
My own experience in this national aAmusement
was gained at a private partv, at a house in the
suburbs of St Petersburg, with a spacious garden
attached toit, . .

The evening had heen pasted in social games
and oceasional dances, but all the fun was evidently
regarded as merely preliminary or introductory to
something better in store, Occassionally ) eaught
a phrase, which poeinted to something which every-
body looked forward to, but I was entirely ignorant
of its nature, and presumed it to be tableaux or
theatricals. Finally, at about the Lour of ten, a
general call for fars and wrappiogs aroee, and in u
few minutes the whole company had passed into
the garden. The moon had just risen, and its pale
beams revenled the unshapely form of snowcovered
trees and shrubs, the tops only of the Iatter pro-
truding over the thick bud of snow with its glitter-
ing crust. In the center of the garden I soon dis-
covered the attraction which had caused ud to for
gaike the warm and lighted rooms—{wo takoks of
moderate height loomed up before ug, avd & namber
of sleds were strewn about, ready for use. A geueral
pairing off took place immediately, and in a few
wmoments the sport was in full blast,

The two platforms faced each other, and the
tracks ran side by side, so that the parties would
dash past each other amid laughter asd shoating.
I lookedaround for a vacant sled in order to try my
hand mt the game, but just 86 I wag climbing the
steps ta one of the platforms I was 1nformed that
no gentlemau conld be permitted to ride alone on
such an ocession, and I was quickly provided with
a passenger—a yOHug lady from the country, en-
dowed with considerable embonpoint, Without
possessing the least confidence in my skill ar &
stcersman
thought t;mt the well rounded form of my pas-
renger, mads still rounder by an ample tox s'km
robe, would not be liable lo suffer any serious
damage in case of mishaps. With utmost nonchal-
ance I adjusted my sled at the very edge of: the daz-
zling, sbining and glistering incline. Ttis neces-
sary that the steersman should seat himself first,
etiquette being entirely waived on the kalok, but
when the fair Anoa Ivanovia dropped down in
front of me with the grace and cace of & snowflake,
though a trifle heavier, and, to uss the slang
phrase, “ cuddled up” te my manly breast with s
glance fall of charming confidence, my innate mo-
desty nnd diffidence caused me to recede a litle,
aund, as I was alresdy seated on the extreme edge,
there was a fall, a seream and & lauogh, and the
whole delightful performance had te be gone
through with again. .

- At laat we were both seated, and the sled adjust-
ed, a5 I imagined, with the utmost mathematical
precision, so as to run a straight course to the end
of the track. Full of confidence, I gave the start,
and, with an impetus that almost tock my breath
away, we dashed abead—to land In the snow bank
on one side, only half way down the incline, The
force with which the sled struck the snow caused
it to overturn, and my fare and I rolled down the
snowbank to the level, My profuse apologies seem-
ed to be altogether superfiuous; the parsner of my
disaster was none the worse for it,and only remark-
ed that it was very naughty of me to play that trick
the first time. The innocest little bandle of fors
thought I had upset us on purpose. With some
misgivings on my part the experiment wes rep'eateq,
with nearly the same result,and by that time it
dawned upon the other participants in the fun that
they had n “ greenhorn” among them, and plans
for mischief were concocted accordingly. Oae of
the gentlemen approached me and observed that I
seemed to Le bewildered by the crowd dashing
down before me and begide me, and that they would
give me a chance of descending alone ahead of them
all.

The company accordingly sssembled on one of
the platforme, and I took my place once more on
the brink with my fearless passenger before me,
The suppressed laughter and the mischief rparkling
in everybody's eye might have v;varnsd me that some
plot was afoot, but unsuspectingly and carefully
1 launched my sled exactly what followed I cannot
tell, and would not care to enlarge upon if I could.
In less than a second we had reached the level,
and there my sled struck o .broom-.hnndle, or
somethiog of the sert and with a junp seem
ed to fly from under us, while we glided a picce
down the track on our own respopsnbihty
my companion clinging to me for dear life; and
then there came a shock, and then another and I
don’t know how many more, until the whole scene
wan exceedingly shocking; for as¢ach succeeding
sled dump:d its load over ur, the confused mass of
laughing and squirming bodies became .waore be-
wildering, and the placid moon grmne(_i down upon
& sight it is to be hoped not often enjoyed by the
chaste Diana's symbol. . . .

At lnst everybody succeededin extricating his or
her own robes and furs rnd overshoes and limbs,
and something like order and propriety was once
more restored ; tut the mere consclousness .of my
spotl ¥s innocence did not save me from beiog ac-
$cused by all parties as the author of what they
pleased to call “ shocking mishap,” Though very
much bewildered and confused, I hed in my_mmd
one clear idea—that I was not destined to shine in
that peculinr institution of Russian society, the
"t katok

CATHOLIC PROGRESS IN 1877,
Oemn :

England and Wales, as compared with last year,
show an increase of 64 priests and 19 churches.
New churches have buen opened in the following
dioceses: Nottingham, 10; Salford, 4 ; Liverpool,
2; Hexham 1; Northampton, 1; and Plymouth, 1
Liverpoal hag gaired 10 priests, SBouthwark 12,
Westminster 8, and others in lesser proportion.
The hierarchy, we need hardly say, remaing Uo-
changed. Scotland shows an increass of ouly five
priests—from 260 to 265; but her churches. have
iucreased by 14—from 239 to 253. The Eastern
District bas added seven pricsts, and the Northern
lost 2. The Western ' District hes had 8 new
chnrehes, and. the otber two divislons 3 each,
which is an evidence that buildings have gone up
faster than pastots cotld be secired. The obituary
for the. year contains the names of 43 clergymen—

quire a steadv supply of new candidates to fill up.
—N, T, Tublet, ;

I was somewhat comforted by the

28 seculars and 15 regulars—and consequantly,
there are gaps made onch twelvemonth which re-

WHO ARE THE HOME RULERS?
_ _

IS THE IRISH MOVEMENT GROWING IN PARLIA-
ME

———

Considerable misunderstanding seems to prevail
as to the position of the Irish Home Rule party.
The abuse heaped upou the Irish by tae English
press leads unwary persons to think that the Irish
purty is o disreputuble lot. But an examination of
the positiou and character of the lenders of the Irish
party shows that they arv a3 much entitled to pub
lic respect, a8 the leaders of the English and Scotch.
We will briefly describe a few of them. Tne much-
abuged Mr. Parnell is grandson of Sir Henry Par-
nelt, the last Chancelior of The Irish Exchequer.
He is, we believe,a Justize of the Peace, Deputy
Lieuatenant, and Sheriff of Wicklow. Onr bis mo-
tner’s side he is grandson of the American Admiral
Stewurt, a distinguished commeander.  Me. Butr, Q.
C., the leador of the party, is also tbs lender of the
Irish bar, and has sat in Purlinment for twenty-five

years, The whips of the party sre Loid Fraucis

Counyngham, the second son of the Marqnis of
Conyngham, and Sir Richard Pcwer, whore grand.
father sat in Parliament before him. At the elec-
tion of 1874, the patriotic county of Tipperary re-
turned Captain the Hon. Charles White, son of the
Enrl of Buatry, and the Hon, Wilfred O'Cullaghau,
son of Viscount Lismore, both Home Rulers. The
Home Rule member for Westmeath is Lord Robert
Montagu, son of the Duke of Munchester. Sir
G-orge Bowyer, Baronet, s Home Rule member for
Wextord. To the sume Home Rule party belong
Mr. Muurice Brooks, Lord Mayor of Dublin; Mr.
Kenelm Digby, cousin of Lord Digby; Sir Joseph
Neale M'Kenna, a wealthy basker; Mr, Miteteld
Henry, of Kylemoere Custle, probably the wenlthiest
commoner in Ireland; Major Nolan, Royal Aril-
lery, a large landed proprivtor; Major O'Gorwas,
Sir Michael O'Loghlen Mr. E, Sueil, sun of Sir Jus
tice Sheil, and grandson of Chief Baron Wouite.
Major My:es O'Reilly, of Kuock Abbey,alarge land-
owoer; Captain O'Beirne, of the 2nd Draron
Guerds ; The O'Couor Don, the linenrl descendant
of Roderick O'Conor, King of Ireland at the time of
the Buglish conquest; Sir Patrick O'Brien, Bart, »
barrister ; Mr. Morris, brother of the Chief Baron of
the Common Preas; and Mr, Dwyer Gray, the son
of Sir John Gray, M.P. for Kilkenny., Amongst
Home Rul¢e members conuected with the pecrage
we had olmost forgotten the Hon, Charles French,
member for Roscommon, and Son of Lord de Freyue,
and Captuin King-Harman, grandgson of Visconut
Lorton and firet cousin of the Late Erl of Kings-
ton. The legal profession i8 ordinarily recruited
feom the higber middle ¢’kss and is al ways conspicu-
ous {n Ireland fur ubuity and eloguence, if nut
wealth, Iun the Howme Rule ranks it is represented
Messrs, Callan, Downing, Duntar, Fay, McCarthy,
Martin, Meldon, O’Doanell (an nccompliched and
impassionate spesker), Murphy, the Chevaller
0'Clery (ulso a brave officer), Sullivan the author
of * New Irelana”), O'Conor (the brother of The
0’Conor Don), Sherlock, Q C.; 0'Sbaugnessy, Synan
sod Smyth (whom the Times singled out as haviog
made the most cloquent speech of last session). Mr.
Biggar is a very wealthy mercbant nud inherited a
largo fortune fiom his futher, the chairman of the
directors of the Ulster Bank ; Mr,, or properly Sir
G. Errington, is a Enight of Malta, acd Mr. Shaw,
the Home Rule member for Cork, is Chairman of
the Munster Bank. Sucn are the men who com-
pose the Irish party. They havea vital stake in
their country, aud their aggregats talents and abili-
ties would do honor to any civilized nation. The
Netecastie Chronicle bad lately an able and impartial
review of the Trish party in Parliament gencrally,
attributed to the pen of Mr.J. Cewen, M.P, 7The
writer says ;:—

4 The Irish members bave done what the English
Radicals have often talked about and often attempt-
ed—they kave formed a distinct party in the House
of Commous; they have a recognized leader and
and two duly appointed whips; they hold weekly
meetings, and Tegularly issue circulars sammoning
their adherents to support their measures; they
have an office at Westmioster, where all informa-
tion reepecting Irish questions can be vbtrined;
and they keep asecretary toact as the means of com-
munication amongst themeelves. The party nam-
bers when all told fifty-tizht men three of them sit-
ting on the Contervative side, and fifty-five on the
Liberal side. Notwithstanding the differences that
have recently developed, and the repeated declara
tions of the English press about a split in the party
the proceedings of the session show that on all Irish
matters they vote with remarkable unanimity acd
steadiness They answer the appeals of their ¢ whips’
on important occasivns with as much willingness
as the followers of Lord Hartington or Sir Stafford
Northcote do summonees issued by 8ic W, Hart
Dyke or Mr, Adam.”

The Irish party, we may say, now holds the bal-
ance of power in Parliament. Unpaided the Irish
cannot, of course, carry any measure, butby lending
their strength to any party they may decide the
fate of any question. As Mr. Cowen points out :~—

&The Tory majority in Ewvglish counties and
boroughs to day is 110. There are 289 Conserva-
tives and 179 Liberals. The Liberal majority in
the House of Commons during the last forty-five
years have always been drawn from Scotland, Ire-
land and Wales. 'The relative position of parices
in Scotland remains substantially the same. In
Wales the Liberals have gnined, but in Ireland the
the members, who were ordinarily the supporters
of the Liberal party, bave disassociated themselves
from that body, and set up an independent organiza~
tion of their own.”

The increasiny strength of the Irish party is note-
worthy ; the influenc+ of Irish electors rerident in
England has secured * Ginx's Buby,” Jeuking, mem-
ber for Dundee; Mr. Barren, member for Leeds;
Mr. Burt, member for Morpath; Mr. MacDonald,
member for Stafford; Mr, Corbett, member for
Oldham ; and Mr, Jacob Bright, member for Man-
chester. The following members of Parliament
have also spoken more or less in its favor :~Lord
Randolph Churchill, son of the Duke of Marlbor-
ough ; Lord Godolphin Osborne, son of the Duke of
Leeds ; and lastly, by fur the most important, Mr,
Gladstoue. The [rish cause is thus & winning one.
When it s remembered that the election of 1874
was the first at which Home RBule was made the
political test of Irish members, the strength of the
party is very comspicuous, It qumbers fifty-five
votes, which mean 130 on a division. Atthe pres.
ent time the Irish electors are being most carefally
registered in Ireland and England, and it is expect-
ed that in 1879 over seventy Home Rulers will be
returned from Ireland, whilst in England, Irish
electors will be able to torn the scale in favor of
Liberals or Conservatives in forty or fifty English
towns,—Pilot

A GOOD EXAMPLE.
PRI, S

At the Viceregal Ball in the Castle in celebration
of St. Patrick's Day her Grace the Duchess of Marl-
berough wore a sprig of réal shamrock gathered on
the Rock of Cashel, adjucent to the historic ruios of
King Cormac's chapel, sent to her grace for the
occasion by the nuns of the Presentation Convent
at Cashel. 'The dress which the Duchess wore had
flounces of Irish polnt lace mads to her special
order at the convent schools at Yeughal. ‘Her
gloves were émbroidered with shamrocks and harps
in gold by the Bisters of Merey, Conveat of St.

John the Evangelist, Birr,"

THE FUTURE OF THE CIRCASSIANS.

000
REMARKS ON THEIR HISTORY AND HABITS.

— ———

Aun oceasional correspondent of the Nation, writ.
ing from Pern, sends us the following vemnrks on
the histury and habits of thoss Circassiaus who are
at present located in Buropean Turkey, and whaose
future treatment is oune of the puszzles with which
those who are undertaking to sctile the Eastern
question will haveto deal ;—

Of the mauy perplexing questions to be consider-
ed at the couclusion of the war, there is one which
though of consiinrable importance, seems to have
been Jostsight of altogether, and yet it is one which
will yet obtrude itself, perhaps iu a very disagree-
able manner, on the notice of Europe—it is the
future disposnl of the Circussians in Turkey, When
the Turks offered an asylum to these victims of
Russia’s lust for territory, Europe was loud in its
praises of thelr humauity and philanthropy. Itis
not, however, genernlly known how Turkey, encom-
bered by debt as she was, managed to nccommodate
stch a host of nomnds, They were simply landed
at various ports in Buigarin and Armenia, in a
starving, destitute coundition, and told to shift for
thewselves, Tue effect of this order on such a
horde of lawless marauders is better imagined than
described, They xpeedily spread themeselves through
the Christisn comnwmunities, and at st geatefully
uceepted the preseuts of land and cattle which were
freely offored thewn ; but as soon as they found their
pusitiou in the country socured, the worldly wealth
of their neighbours aroused thelr predatory instinets
and robberies and outrages became of frequent oc-
currence. They plundered Chiistian and Turk alike,
with a charming impartiality which speaks bighly
[fur their libernl tendencics. Finding cattle lifticg
nntongst a timid ond law abidiag people very easy
aud protitable, they gave up all pretence of hus-
Laudry, and soou waxed rich in flocks and heids.
The Guvernment, with its “ dolce far niente” policy
exewnpted them from most taxes, snd from com-
pulsary military service, thus losing the services of
a body of men which, with rigid discipline, conld
have Leen made as useful in the present atruggle
as the Uhlans were in the Franco-German war.
They are a cold-blooded, calculatiog race, never
influznced by the fanatical tendencies which so
powerfully sway Oriental peoples. The highest
compiiment that can be paid a young Circassian is
to accuse him of systematic theft. He generally
teplivs, with modust tugenuonsness, and a sigh,
¢ that he will uever be guch an expert horee-stealer
as his father” They rorely shed blood unless re-
sistauce is offered, simply becuuass it causes trouble
afrerwards. A glance at their cold, sinistor faces
shows & lack of the usual virtues possessed by the
most savage 1aces ; this is evidenced by the heart-
less sale of their daughters to the Turks, Their

fur caps, long-ekirtzd coats, and tight trouscrs, gives

one wore the impression of a Yerkshire horse-coper

than of an Eastern brigand, At the outbreak of

the war the Government distributed Winchesterre-

peatiog rifles in an indiscriminate manner amongst

them ; and having a wholesome respect for the

% Moscovs” they tried theic ne+ weapous on their

neighboure’ cattle, and occassionally on the neigh-

bours tbemselves, Communications with the front

have often been interrupted for days, the Circas-

sinns having blazed away from puassing traing at

little birds which hrd alighted on the telegraph

wites, the result of this fussilade being to bring

down and cut the wires. Taey followed the armies,

but ouly for purposes of plunder, and sneered nt

the notion that they wounld obey the commands of n

Turk. During the mouth of September last T saw

onc of them at a station on the Philippopolis line,
armed with repeating riflc and revolver. Ho was
asked by bystanders why he did vot go to the war.

He gave the following characteristic reply : “ Why

should I fight is it for religion? I care for none.
Is it for the Padishah ? I don’t acknowledge his
autharity. I came for loot, and haviug got it I am

going to sell it in Stamboul, and eujoy wysolf on

the proceeds.” During this war all semblance of
restraint has been abandoned, and they have become
veritable scourges, Since the rapid advsnce of the
Russians on the side of the Balkans they forwarded
their families and housgehold goods to Constantino-
ple, and remained behind themselves. Their cus-

tom was to firs off several volley a short distance
from a Turkish village, and soon afterwards gallop
in, declaring that the enemy was upon them.
This ruse usually answered only too well, the vil-
lagars flying terror-stricken, whilst they, having
completed the pillage of the place, gave it to the
flames—=afterwards averring that it was done by the
Bussians. Some Bcores who were caught in the
very act were brought dowan here, ironed, a fow

days since, During the Iast fortnight they have
poured in here armed to the teeth, driving pack
horses laden with booty. They have established n
regular fair and market in Stamboul for the disposal
of their ill-gotten goods. 'Their demennour i8 50
insolent, and swagger soaverbearing thatthe Turks
now bate them as heastily aa they do the Ginours,
Some feeble cfforts were made to disarm them on
their arrival here, but such resistance wasg offered
to this that the authorities desisted, and have since
contented themselves with shipping them off asg
rapidly a8 possible to the Aeiatic side. They take
the greatest pride in thelr wenpons, and have an
almost snpernatural reverenmce fur good fire-srms
A friend of mine, who has been ou many sporting
expzditions through the Dobrudscha, geucrally car-
riad a prettylittle * Express ” rifle. His feats with
this waapoa called forth enthusiastic encomiums
from the Circossians. IHe was once very chagrined
by & Circassian, with whom he bad been ou very
friendly terms, eaying—" I like your little gun, aad
would have taken it loog since, but knew that I
could not get cartridges to fit it!"  Although we in
Constantinople have, for the moment, diverted the
evil from our own doors, it is dreadful to contem-
plate the inevitable result of letting loose these un-
tameable savages on the pcople of Asia Minor, It
must also be considered that 70,080 of thom were
landed last Autumn in Armenis, no deubt to repeat
the occurrences which have outraged humanity
here,

o

A CHARGE OF POISONING.
——C—e

For tho last couple of days the most intense and
wide-spread interest has been centred in a trial for
murder by pofson, taking place in the assize town
of Galway. A young wife, aged seventeen, has
been charged with murdering her husband, greatly
her senior ; the alleged motive for the fearful deed
being thut she was forced to marry him against her
will, and that she was anxious to marry his nephew.
The Attorpey-General vonducted the presecution
for the Crown, and the accused was defended by
The M‘Dermott Q.C. The case happily closed to-
day, with an intimation from the jury that, in their
opinion, the prosecution had utterly failed. They
stated that there was no need to enter upon the de-
fonce, and the Crown would nof proceed any far-
ther. The Judge, Lord Justice Deasy, accepted the
ictimation of the jury, and bore his testimony to
the attention and intelligence which -they had' de-
voted to the cage. The reauit is hailed with uni-
versal satiafaction; first and chiefly on account of
the youthful widow herself (who was sn Immense
favourite with her teachers and compsanions in
school), and gecondly, becauge it lifte-from off our
national character a: stain-and aistigma, which ‘had
the charge proved - to have any. foundation, would
hava been undoubtedly fixed wpon it.—Jrish Com-

mgm‘@l G’azem

knowing look, and gencrally horsey get-up, with t

THE POLITICAL PRISONERS

AND "
THE TULLAMORE BOARD OF GUARDIANS.
JEURD S

At n specinl meetiog of the Tullamore board of
guardinus held yerterday there wasalarge attend-
aoce to hear Mr. Jamvs Lynsni's motion that her
Majesty’s Governtneut be petitioned to release the
vemaining Fenian privoaers. In moving bis motion
M. Lynam expressed a hope that the board would
be unanimous in their opinion that mercy should
be extended to men who had already sullered greatly
Mr, Tarleton seconded the adoption of the resolu-
tion. Mr., A. M. Bermingham supported the
motion. Mr, Jonathan Goodbody also supported
the motion, which was ununimously adopted.. Mr.
Adams B:ked to whom would the petition be sent .
Mr. Lyorm said, tomark in some way their sense
of the bad attendance of their connty members
during this session, and of Mr. E, Dwyer Gray's
nuceasing exertions fn the cause of Ireland, he
would move that the petition be sent to that gentle.
men. The board agreed in this proposal and the
clerk wae directed to send the potition to Mr, Gray
for preseatation.—Freeman,

WILD MEN.

[V, -

In the island of Rio there are wild men wheo live
in trees,and have no language but cries, and in
Sumatra the residents of Palembang snid there were
men who lived in the forests, with whom not only
the Eunropeans but the Malays could have no inter-
course. He himself had never soen one, Fet,
strange to eny, they have a petty traflic with the
outer workl, yet not through the medium of speech,
They live in the woods and subsist by the chase.
They hunt tigers—not with the guo, but with ar-
rows, which they blow out of a tube with such
force, nnd which are se keen of point and touched
with such deadly poison, that a wound is nlmost
immedintely fatal.

These tiger-skins or elepbant-tusks they bring
for barter—not for sale, for they never sell anything,
for money is about the most useless thing they can
hiave, They cannot eat il or drink it or wear it.
But, as they have wants, they exchange; yet
they themselves are never seem. They bring
what they have to the edgo of tho forest and
leave it there, and the Malays come and place
what they have to dispose of and retire. If the of-
fer ie satiefactory, when they return agsin they find
what they brought gone, and take what is left and
depart. Ifnot, they add a fow trifles more to tempt
tho eyes of those wild men of the woeds, and so at
last the exchange is effected, yet all the while the
gellers keep themeelves invisible,

CONF¥ESSION IN THE CHURCH OF
ENGLAND.

Upon the above subject (which is nt once grimly
ludicrous and most appellingly prolanv), the mem-
orial addressed lately to her majesty canaot fuil to
Le tead by all Catholics with a mingled feeling of
pity aod contempt. Wo give it in full ¢

The humble memorial of the undersigned, mem-
bers of the Churckh of Eogland, who approach your
majesty with the assurance of their devated attach-
ment to your majesty’s person and government.
Your memorialists, as giucorcly attached to the Na-
tional Church of their fathers, view with deep alarm
the cfforts now openly made by a comsiderable
number of the clergy to introduce into the Church
of England the teaching and practice of auricular
confession, which they regard as coutrary to the
teaching of the word of God, alien to the doctrine,
principles and order of the Church, fraught with
petll to its existance as an establishment, and sub~
vergive of the principles of morality, sacial order,
and civil and religious liberty, Your memorialists
therefore humbly pray that your majesty, nnto
whom tho chief goveroment of nll cstates of the
rerlm, whether they be ecclosiastical or civll, in all
causes doth appertain, will by graciously plensed
to use all the intlucnee at your majesty's command
toregress the practice of auriculur confession which
is 80 repugnnnt to the couscience and feclings of
this Protestant country.

As n kind of additional reason that ought to
weigh with the head of the English Church in de-
ciding for the memorialists, her majesty is carefully
informed that one of the sigonatories is no lers 2
personage thap the Maharajah Duloep S8ingh. The
“ Lmpress of India” will sorely bo propitious to
him. Admiral's, generals, colonels, majors and cap-
tains, quite a goodly number, have signed their
names to the memorial, in testimony of their ex-
treme reluctance to make known their sing. But,
after all, what are these in comparisen with the in-
teresting Hindvo, who has {n this most public and
gpirited manner signified his intention of going in-
to the next world unabsolved und

‘With all his imperfectiens on his heud !

Whatever we may think of the Protestantism of
this gentlemon, there can bo but one opinion as to
his taste. But, after all, what is it that these im-
pulsive memorialists would have? They themselves
object to Confessfon. Very well; let them stay
away from it. No extra tax will be put upon them
for this reason, But let them not, at tho same time,.
try to curb the liberty of conscicnce of those
amongst their fellow-citizens who fuel dilferently:
from them upon this point.

Of course, the sheer abrurdity of disturbing the
quiet life at Balmoral or Windsor, by any question
of religious diflerenees or contradiction in the
Church of Engiand, will be apparent to all except
Duleep Singh and the recalcitrant admirals and
captaing It is almost a pity tnat the memorialists:
did not respectfully suggest to Queen Victoria some
way in which she might put forth the excrcise of
that epiritunl power whose ald they invoke, and
which (they say) they believe to be residing in her
majesty. We should like to see the form of an
anti-Confessfon decree isgued Ly the lend of the
Apglican heresy. How would it possibly ocom-
mence? Tt seemeth good to the Iloly Ghost and
to ug” would not be at all  bad begioning, But,
then, it would read as such flat blaspkemy, and,
morcover, such a title belongs only to decrees which
are iesued by the Church of Christ. No; if done
at all, it must agsume the shape of an Act of Par-
liament, and we know already how much the Spirlt
of God enters Into such things,

We are really afraid that her -msjesty will not
fegl.at Yiberty to help her memoralists out of their
spiritual dificulty, and we more than half suspect
that ehe will be tempted to indulge in a hearty
;plulgh at the innocent blunder into which they have
allen,

MB. O'DONNELL, M P, AND THE NEW IN-
SPECTOR OF FISHERIES.

T - :O: . P
In the-Honse of Commons on Tuesday night, -
Mr. O'Donnell gave notice that on going fnto
Committes of Bupply-he should call‘attention to-the
appointment to.an office of profit nnder the. Orown
of a leader of the Orange secret soclety. in Ireland,
not othérwise recommended for’ the said-office, and
0, move that such.appointment Is calpulated to en.
coutage and the expectation of reward,a class of
riotous and didoyderly persons in ‘Treland, and‘is's

return to the worst traditions of Britieh misgoverns
men$ of Ireland, - . - .



