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SERMON BY TS EMINENCE TINE C
DINAL ARCHBISIIOP OF WESTMIN-
STER.

Deliveredin St Mary's Church, Muorfields, on
the Tvening of Suaduy, Jun.23rd, 1853,
WURJECT—DEVOTION TO THE HOLY
(From the Catholic Srandurd.)

oV will go inte s tabernacle: vee will adore inthe
phaee where [ ot sto0d 2 —Ps, exxxi., 7.

The frequent enjoyment of a blessing, my bre-
thren, Unes not always Inerease our thankfulness and
anr esteem for ity but, on the contrary, is {oo often
the source of famifiarity and even of contempt.—
Who would have Dbelinved hat, when God rained
4Lis manna upon Tsrael in the desert, afier the very
nama which they bail bestowed wpen this unkaowy
oift expromed astonisiunent, it would in a few days
have been pronounced an unsavory and even aloath-
some food ! Who would bave imagined, kuowing
awhat owr Blessed Redeemer had instituted im the
annst Blessadl Junchagist, that in the course of a few
re, the Clireh of Corinth should have turned tiat
tenst of -lave into a seens ol riotous conflusion?—
Thus, my brethren, even this greatest, 1his noblest,
this richest gift of God, of whieh the manna was the

symbol, the feast of thie Church of Corinth, the en- |

joyment may become, fram even its very tenderness
and familiarity, a source o us of danger, by our for-
getting in the very excesses of the divine goodness,
the noble and exalted character of the blessing.

It is this feeling, my brethren, which has sug-
custed the course of serinnns which 1 corumence this
evening. pieparatory to the observonee of a devo-
tion which I have been consoled in finding les been
o weeepluble to the faithiul of this city —thut public
and triwnplant worship of our Blessed Dedvener in
the adorable sacrament of the Tucbarist, wineh oc-
cupies onr Chureh during the coming season of Lent,
sud in which we liave been accustomed in past years
to find so much profit and o much edifieation. -

But it isnot the {ear indeed so raueh that from the
freqient repetition of this peculiar devotion, there
should arise any coldness or indifference to it, that I
dave thought it vight to address yon concerning it;
but it is vaiber because in proportiou as God bestows
aupon us His blessings, our acceptance of them should
be more grateful, our devotion to Him wmaore {ervent;
and I swould wish that this year, il’ possible, there
should De an ircrease of that plety and that fervor
which, in past years, bave given we such joy. Iin-
tend, therefore, to place betore you the inotives which
Calbolics, believisg, as they do, in the real presence
of our Lord in the Suacrament of the Altar, have for
feelings towards it stnesre devotion and forvent picty.
1 wish one by one to develope belore you o few, per-
laps only the most striking, of those grounds upon
avhich this devotion is based 5 not controversially, not
a8 giving you the grounds of our fuith; but assuming
2lat you believe with me what yowr Chureh teaches,
19 show you Low upnu the groundwork of that {aich
should be bwilt the most solid, but, at the sane time,
the most tender devolivn towards this ost adorable
institution.

"Che first of these matives, that which will oceupy
us this evering, 1 put before you in the simpie words
of my text,—words which every Catlolic may pro-
nounce s familiarly as conld the Jew of oid, but
with a meaning far more nable and far more appro-
printe. We, in the midst of the approaching peniten-
tial season in which the Churel mortifies our bodies,
but feeds more luxuriously our souls, will say day by
dag with the voyal psalmist, © We will go into is
tubernacle ; we will worship in the plice where Llis
feel stoodl.”

These words, my brethren, had no doubt u clear,
a definite, and a faniliar signification (o the Jew.—
He had a tabernacle in the days when these words
were spaken by the royal psabinist.  The temple was
not yet built.  13ut that tabernacle was but the fore-
ramer of that temple.  And even when that nobler
aud more solid structure bad taken the place of that
transitory dwelling-place of God among His people,
the Jew Joved still to spealc of it under that name which
brought to his mind al the wonderful dealings of God
with His people in the desert, and that familiarity of
His dwelling with them in tents, as though e were
their chieftain, their eaptain, their ruler in that cam-
paign or pilgrimage through the wilderness of Arabia
—and the Jew would therefore say, * We will go
into Iis fabernacle; into the chosen dwelling of
God.”  God, he believed, was there.  (God dwelt in
that holy place, and Te was pleased from time to
time {o make known that Tlis abode was there, and
thatfis glory filled that house, and that with His glory,
there dwelt likewise His power, and His goodness,
and ali His wonderful attributes. At times Heloved
to manifest this glory. Clouds shrouded the whole
tabernacle. A brighter and a more resplendent phe-
nomenon fiilled the temple ; and at its dedication, the
priests themselves could not staud within the pre-
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of tlat holy place. hecnuse, as we are told,
“Ahe alory of the Lord fled the hause of the Tiord.”
—T Kings, 8, 11, Ttwasas a cloud of brinhtness,
a tabernacle of fight in which God was pleased to
enshrine Hinself, so beillinnt and o dazzfing tha it
braoked net the gnze or presence of man, anl (he
priests hid their faces, and adored with the multi-
tude from witheut, leaving to (od alone the posses-
sion of Iis own house. Bt ardinarily, this divine
olopy retreated. as il were, within the precinels of
the inner sanctuary, and theve remained calm and un-
neticed, but. at the same time, teuly believed by
the faithfill Jew, And henze, when be enterad into
the temple, or-even into iis outward precinets, he felt
that he was within the presence of Goad—that (iad
was there fn gome pecalize way, and from time 1o Guse
manifested, or woeld nanifest, i accasion requived
it, that peenliar in-dwelling in the place e had
chosen.

Such was the meaning, then, to the nind
Jew of those first words, © We will go inio
berpacle ;s we will enter wheve s glory  dweils,
where Ilis presence i3, and there we wifl worship.”?
And the Jew came in the bour of bis sorrow aad djs-
tress, and songht there comfort; and he crme in the i
day of Lis joy and of his trivmph, and he «unz forth
praises, and be helieved that that wnseen Cod, who
sat between the cheyubim, ront forth thenee s wp-
proving smile upar him, and cither darted aray of
consolutien info his soul, or accepted with kind cou-
descension the necents of his thankwgiviag.

Tlicn, what did the Jew understand by those far-
ther words of my text, ¥ We will adore in the place
where 1iis Teet have stond.” MNot i the femple
alone, not mevely in the tubernacle where e may be
said 1o have babitually resided, not sonly there was
there a place of worship and adoration, but there
were otlier favored spats where God had beay pleased
to manifest [limsell; where be bad stood theagh bup
for a passing moment.  That contactof His presence
at once stunped holiness and «aeveduess upon the
spot,-—a haliness which never agnin could be alluced,
—a sanctity whicl: the ravages of armivs and the pro-
fanation of men could never eancel. 'The Jew well
mderstood this, e remembered when Le reeited
these words how under the oak of Mamre there had |
stood three wen before Abrabam, aund e at ones |
new that the three represented to him bat one Lord
whom le had to address, and he fell wpen the oround
and adered.  Gen. xviti, 2.—1le adored the ground,
the spot on which their fect ad stoad,  Ile remem-
hered how Tsuac had a divire vision in Bersabee, and
immediately erected there an allar of sacrifice, zud
made it a place of aderation (Gen. xxvi, 25.) Je re-
membered how Jacob likewise, when wearied with |
his journey, laid himeell to sleep in Bethel,  Ife had
a wanderful vision of God. Ile belield a mysterious
ladder reaching to heaven above, and stretching to
the earth, and forming a path on which angels jour-
neyed to and [re; and when he awolke, lie exclaimed, ;
“ [ndeed the Lord is in this place, and T knew it
not.’—Gen. xxvith, 165 and be conseerated his)
stane pillow, pouring upon it oil, and making it by a .
vow {o be a sacred place for ever, for God’s feel had |
there stood. Moses, Lo, when he saw the wonder- |
ful vision of the burning bush, and was admonished by !
a mysterious voice that this was a holy plee, and
that the Lot dwelt there in that fire, and was speak- |
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ing to him, fell on his face in the despest adoration, |
and on that spot he would not even tiead, according
to the divine command, except unshod.—31x. iii, 6.
And so again when Gideon reccived u divine visien, |
we are told that e likewise erected an altar fomake ;
a place of adoration.—Judg. vi, 24. And when:
Mauue and his wife weve similarly visited, they like- !
wise offered sacrilice, und when the angel disappeared |
suddenly in its smoke, they fell Qat upon the ground,
and the one said to the other, * We shall certainly
die, for we lave scen Ged.”—Judg. xiii, 22, Iu
this way would the Jew understand, how there were
places which the presence of God, once anly appear-
ing there, had conseerated 5 and from that moment
forward, the consecration was indelible.  And Mam-
re, and Bevsabee, and Bethel,and Ioreb, and Sinai,
and many other places so became sacred spots to thie |
Jew ; and even to the present time are many of them |
still preserved as places of pilgrimage, to those who
venerate the ancient traditious of the faith.

And now, my brethren, having thus scen how the
pious Jew would understand the words of my text, it
becomes our duty likewise to apply them, and to see
in what way the Church of God can put it into the
power of her children to appropriate that self-same
psalm, those very words, « We will go into lis ta-
bernacle ; we will worship in the place where 1fis
feet stood.”

What was the in-dwelling of God in that IHis ta-
bernacle or temple upon earth? In whar way was
Hethere? 1ow was the Jew impressed with it 72—
Not certainly in any definite form, oot even in any
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tangel, o in a vision, sueh as appeared to prophets
alterwards.,

Cto bim o what wos the wili of God

Sasking forason,
csen ong of the greatest of prophets,

Puction of that soul which
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symbolical shape.  Ile did not show 1Hmself as an

"

Ceatnries abzost passed, and none of
those extraordinary manifestations of the ¢lovy of

Vi .
God were seeny and yot the Jew believed e was
there moa mavner distin st frem that in which he re-

copnised 1y presenee throagh the enfire universe.—
e knew that, from a feee appointment of $iis own,
there were evetain gruces bestowed on that spet
whiel eoadd wot bo somit with such certainty  clse-
whereo e priest, he kosw, eame before the sane-
tury 10 asl connse] of God o the great evises of his
nation, ead ko Jooked upen the mypsterious breast-

\

Pplate which be Bore, aud o breiliast Hzht, either ex-

ternad or only communicated (o kis wind, made knowa
The priest, nue-

L
gligent of bis datly, conee 1o gl
sanetuary with profane fire, and the lighining comes
Torth, aad sirikes Wi dead, The phuor waman in
distress comes, Lo Anaa. and boeels there nitering
ber prayers, mid she is aslin ppeies to be
berend 11 wieh one, is
A son s there given ber, and that

far wimt
wwer of naturp——-che, the le

Then, in what did s presence eansist? 1 was

Vi the erenter concentraticn there of the aibributes

of God,—of these attribuies which rule the entire
world.  JHwas o creater nteasity, if one may se
spesky of THs wisdom vouchsafed 1o the priest, ol
ihis justice displayed tewards offenders, of  Llis gra-
ciousiiess manilested o the suppliant. It was nof,
then, thiat (fed was thore in a diftercent fomn of ex-
istence, orin any oilier imode of being, from thatl in
which Tie was to be et elsewhere ; bt that e
was thus pleased to mudce rsore mumifest in that spot
the exercise of Ty wonderful adtvibutes.  Wenay
cotapare it in some way to that subtle fuid which is
ditfused theough the whaole of the atmosphere, bat
which way be eoncentrated in greater intensity in

j the cloud fram which it comes forth in vivid flashey,

not varying in quadity, but differing ouly in acenmu-
fution 2nd in 2etivity from that which pervades, ot all
times, every part of the stmosphere that surrounds
es,  Qr we way compare it, i we please, to the vital
s within us, and which s
yet difused throuzh the whele of ns, giving most
perfect life and seositiveuess 1o the smallest tibre of

Pthe least nerve in the remotest extromily of our sys-

tems but yet which we feel has a concentrated ac-
tion in the heart and in the brain, and there seemsto
exercise as in centres that same power of life which
otherwise is diflused and everywhere active.  Inlike
manuer, then, the presence of God in Lis temple
was nothing move thaa the presenee of God through
the universe manifesting itself by a mere intense es-
erctse of its wonderful powers, of iis atinbutes in
that place which God Lad chosen, and upon which
Llis holy name was to be called.

And what was the presence which hallewed those
spots around which patrizrelis adored, and which they
feft marked by their rude altms, that posterity might
follow them in their traditives of woership? - Head the
passages to which I have veferred, and you will find
that pow it is ¢ the Toid,™ now it is *the angel of
the Lerd™ that is spoken of.  In the seli-same text
it is said ¢ the angel,” and itis < the Lord™ who bas
been speaking, and it is « C(iod™ who has been seen.
Tna word, it was God mapifested by a mere symboli-
cul presesce.  1Le sent s wnged clothed inthe out-
wurd form of hmmanity to spewic to Liis people, to
whom e gave the faw, the Jerislation, the ministry
al angels 5 and yet so very noble, so very terribie,
even, i3 this presence of thase vepresentalives of God
on carth, that in virtug of the honor duz to llim
whose message they hove, they were favested with
ilis name and His atlributes, awld the spot upon which
they had trod was considered conscerated by Him.
Sueh was the presence of God in tie Old Law, in
these two forms in whicl it is deseribed to us in the
word of God.

And now, my brethren, itis casy for us to pass for-
ward o that new and better dispensation wherennto
we belong.  You are aware, you believe that what-
ever was done by the Almighty for Iis chosen people
in the Qld 'T'estament was but a figure, a type, the
realization of which was to be found in the New Law,
That temple, winch is spoken of with absotste con-

tempt, almost, by the writers of the New Law, as

being a mere shadow, a temple made of hands, and
to be destroyed, and easily built up—do you believe
that that temple possessed in it o presence of God
manifested in such wondesful ways, and that in the
weple of the New Law there is not, at least, as
great a presence as there was there?  You will an-
swer—* Who can doubt it?” And we believe,
therefore, whatever may be our peculiar opinions as
to the mode of this divine presence, that in every
place of worship in which the Taithful congregate, there
is God in a manner singular and distinet from that
erdinary presence whicli we find everywhere and

— iy
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NO.
may adare. Yen believe sa,
You believe that in the Old Law this
resence of God was evidenced by oceasional de-
monstraiions of its existence.  You believe that it
wirs 80 honored, and so dreaded, by every believer,
Sihat no man durst enter within the precivets of the
sanetitary bot the high priest, snd that but werelv, o
you believe that fu that temple God manifested s
clary by the clewl which GHed it and vet have uo
evidence, no pronf, no sien of it whatever, nar. can
give no manner definit i which you belivve Cos
o de there T T ask vou, my brethren, to lock at
Sthose pameraus and noble edifices fintended sl yet

preseeved for worship, which, for four, or five, or six
Pe—at least for thvee or four— days of the wiek are
tefosed. and ot a worshipper enters in 3 and for taw
cav thwee landeed years this Las been the ease.  Js
!(Eml dwelling there during these days of silenee and
"nesleet? s thers a presence within those walls move
Lintense af the sdivive majesty than there is withoo
Hhens 7 And do'you feol that no seoncr do you crose
Hheir threshold than you et show signs of reve-
{renee, amd whisper to those that are with vou, whe-
Cther it be the antiquarian who las come o exanine
any vestizes of andiquity remaiing in the building,
Sor the artist whe bas trnveled 10 admire its beantitnd

proportions, or the fricad who las aecompanied you
o passa few minutes in e conteplation of a ne-
bvelty. to be silent, for Godis there s 1t is 1is honse ;
citis Liis dwelling 5 it is His tubernacle amony men !
Do you da so; and can you look buck to wltit God
fpreseribed of old, how Lie woull have a seven-fuld
Hamp burning every low He would have morning and
Tevening sacrifice 5 how Llc would have the shewbreasd
sprepared 1 how He would have all cfean and briaht,
[ ocause He was there; and this was the way iu which
tTis people should recognise Llis 111‘(:5(!:)(:0“; and tle
Pwould have the faithiul coming with peace-offerings,
{anl with purifications day by day, and hour by hour ;
iandl can yau reconcile the beliel that Ged isin those
deserted temples, betrer, and with a higher and di-
viner presence, if possible, than e was with 1lis nosw
st ofl-peopley the Jews, and yet say it is compatilile
Pwith that Delief Lo leave them coll and deserted,
[without a prayer or a worshipper?  Then, if nat, do
i vou belicee itis only when people gather together
Pt Ciod comes down 5 and why nol if that meetins
ctack place elsewhere T Why does ot (hat apply to
t the chanber or the steeet, or any other place where
!mon may thus meet for prayer? 11 (his be so, then
cyou exclude the idea that iu the Christian Chureh
(there is a nobler and a better presence of the Lord
cof Hosts than there was T that temple i which 1
tmanilested Hinself by a maguificent clowd of glory :
!llml. teniple in whicl, from time to time, He showad
j that there resided Lis wisdom, s goodness, and s
Fnstice.

T cannot e, my brethreen, it canuct Lo, And L
ask at once, in what a greater, nobler, hetter posscs-
sion of the temple of the new law consists, which is
not in any way manifested, which does not lead to any
habitual and howrly adoration?  But, my bretheen,
pwe ave not leftin the dark by God's own word as s
Pswhat has (o constitute the real glory of the Cluistian
temple.  After years lad passed away, after the
temple had been destroyed, the believing Jews, now
no longer what they were in the reign of Solowmou,
raised a secaond temple 5 and they who liad ahnost in
their infaney witnessed the magnificent structure of
that great llnouarc.h, wept at the sight of the insigni-
ficent building which was taking its place.  But with
the pious Jew, it was not that there were wanting the
magnificent columns, and the plates of gold, and the
rich hangings ol purple 5 it was not that there came
no longer the hundreds of Levites with their silver
trampets, and squadrons of priests in their magnifi-:
cent array ; it was aol that no more the joy of the
solemnities of Sion was, and that multitudes of e
people tiocked nolonger to the holy place 3 it was not
the loss of this outward magnificence that went Lo the
heavt of the Jew, but e knew that the presenee ol
God, manifested and visibly attested by that mercy-
seat on which He so lony sat, was departed from His
temple: it was no longer there.  And the Jew to
this day deplores the loss of that peeuliar jn-dwelling
ol God in his temple, which he describes by a p:u'Ii,i
cular word in his langunage, as the real, the great loss
of lis nation ; and the synagogue, in whicly there is
nothing more than the word of God, the roll of
parchment kept in a tabernacle stands in the same re-
Iation to the glory of the ancient temple of which
God had possession, as do those Clristian temples
which I have described. It was this the Jew felt to
be the great Joss of his temple—the departure from
it of the presence, the foss of the glory,of God.

And yet it was at this moment that God Himself
spoke to console His people, and to assure them that
they had suffered no such loss. « The desired of all
nations” speaks in sublime language, in God’s name,
the prophet Aggeus, « the desired of all vations shali
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wlich we everywhere
my brethren.
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