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CONTRAST BETWERN THE SFTUATION
O CATHOLICISM IN 1800 AND IN 1852,
(From the Count de Moniulemberl’s recenl pamphlel,
& Das Interests Catholiques au XI1.X. Sivcle.??)

of such majestic immensity as that e
the great difliculty is, to avoid prolixity, and to
vesirain our efforts within concise and prescribed
dimits. T should wish, in taking
of past, though recent events, and of the present |
state of Catholic interests in Iurope, to aveid any |
digression into the province of theology, philosophy,
or scicnce ; 1o discard even all very remote histori- |
cal recollections ; und to concentrale the attention |
of wy readers in the circle of the divect relations ol
the Clureh with seciety as it pow exists.

Tn order to form a clewr and concise estimate of
this situation, [ cannot imasine a move vipid :md_ cor-
tain plan, than thatof retracing Gfly yeavs, and ligur-
jng the state of Catholivism m Furope on the hist
-duy of the last year of the eieieenth century.

On the first of January, 1800, there was no Pope.
Pius the VI bad died at Valence,® the exile and pri- 1
<oner of an atheistical yepublie.  liome had only |
sust been released from the hands of a horde of pa-,
gans, who had set up an apoloay fora republic, in |
proclaiming the perpetual dissoluiion of the papacy. |
A most perilovs interregunm. of cight months, inter-
vened between the death of Pius VIand the clection
of Pius VI,  "The sucred college, expelled from
lome, could only be assembled under the safeguard
af a schismatical ariny, brought over from tie interior
of Muscovy, to avrest, far o time, the parricidal arms
of apeople but lately tha most aninent of Cathalic
nations. A few old men, assemhled behind the Ttus-
sian Bines, in an istand of the marshes of Venice, that
iaughiy aud accomplished city, which had just bzen
faid low, after lavieg sipnalised itself by its shuliing
hostility to the Roman Chureh, of which, during the
middle ages, it had formed the bulwark and the Lonor. |
"The Cardinals spent a Lundred and four days in so- |
Teimn conelave, withaut coming lo any agreement,
preoceapied with what a contemporary ealls the stute
of flagrant treason in Cutholic Durope: at length
they agreed to bestow their votes upon anonk, whose
principal title consisted in lis obscurity.  The Aus-
trians woere in possession of ‘the Lwegations; the |
Neapolitans were masters of  the city of Rome. i
Dius VIL therefore, did not ohiain irom these two
powers, without considerable diliculty, those states
of which Napoleon was soon again to deprive him.

In the kingdom of Clovis and t. T.ouds, the state
of the Catholic religion was this :—The entive Lody
of the episcopaey was in exile ; the clergy decimated
by the guilotine and banishment 5 the fuithful hunted
and harassed, loug driven to the allernative of open
apastacy or death, ouly just begining (o breathe,
aud enjoy in silence the tolerance of contempt.
‘There was no vessurces, cither material or moral;
the vast patrimony of the Chureh, formed by the love
aml voluntary denaticas of forty geunerations, was
tolully alienated ; the veligious avders, alter a thou-
sand years of glovy aud works of benevclence, were
extirpated and suppressed ;5 three thousand monaste-
ries and convents aboiished, ond together with them,
all the colleges, ehapters, sanctuaries, asylums of
penance, retreat, study and prayer!

France, polluted by ten years of revolution, had
Just placed liersell under the dominion of & young
conquerar, who had delivered lier, at the same time,
from astate of auvarchy, anl deprived her of her li-
berty 5 who knew everything could do everything,
antl willed everything 5 who, tn Jtaly, had imposed on
the Lloly See the cruel treaty o ‘Polentino; who, in
Laypt, had embraced Islamizmn; and who was only
known fo the church which he was so gloriously to
restare, (or the acts of deception hud spoliation which
be liad practised wpon herg

Persecution hud no souner been allayed, than it
gave place to the uncontested vietory of evil,  Te-
wislation, education, and wmorals had fallen a prey to
the practice of all the theovies of the eighteenth
century, The sovial fwmily became dismembered
nnder the action of divorce. Lrom every sanctuary
Giod had been expelled. Bernardin de Suint Pierre
for having pronounced Tlis name. wus insulted before
the assembled Aeademy.  Voltaire might have
seemed too reserved, and Roussean too mystieal,
in the bosom of (his society, which only divested it-
self of the preoccupations of war, and the infallibility

* On the 20th of August 1799,
wntil the 14ih of Marel: 1800,

t Bouaparte wrote from Tolentino, on the 19t of February
1707, to Pius V1: #The Freoch Republic will Le, 1 bope, ong
u‘t' the staunchest alliex of Rome?  And a fiw months later,

aucault, minister of the Republic at Rome, wrote to Bona-
parte: ¢ Thy levying of the thiny mitlions that Rome has en-
gaged 10 pay by the treaty of Tolentino, has drained the last
drop uf blood thnt flowed in the veins of this old bady.  We
are £lling ie by inches. Tt will fall of ftself® Ata i’alcr pe-
tiod, 3t is well known that Cuucault manifested great interest
I the afirirs of relizion.  He suid of himself: [ am a re-
0:med revolutivnist.*—Artaud, Histoire de Pie V1T, p. 2.
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of mathematics, to delight itself with Parny and
DPigualt-Lebrun.

England, diverted from the revolutionary torrent
by the eloquence of Lurke and the genius of Pitt,
looked with an eye of astonislinent on the virtues
and the courage of those Catholic bishopsand priests,
whom proseription hal thrown ir thousands on ber
hospitable shores ; Lutno symptoms were as yet ob-
sarvable of any immediate change in the barbarous
system of legidation which had served (o extirpate
Catholicism {rom CGreat Britain, and crush it in Ire-
fnd,  “Lhe Llessings resuiting fram her glarious and
solid tnstitutions were available to all excepe the na-
tive Catholics.  The Dritish code was stll further
disgraced by the barbarous penaltiesinstituted against
the public exercise of the religton of Alved aud Si.
Bdward.  Her judges declured, from the justies

cseat, that the law did not recognise a Jugal existence |

in any Catholic. Tire most ilustrious families of ber
arigtocracy were still excluded [rom theiv heriditary

soldier, il he were a Catholic, could not rise higher
than the rank of a colonel. No amount of wertt or
talent—no service, however efficient, wonld have sul-
ficed to open the portals of the House of Comuuons
to any Catholic who should have refused to swear

that transubstantintion was tdofatry, and the mass w !

sacrilege.  George T preferved to deprive his po-
verninent of the covporation of Pitt, than consenr 1o
the change ot one infe of these eriminal foilies.
Every traveller who, twenty years ago, traversed
that wonderful country, might have still seen those
filthy dens, those sheds, those stables, 1o which the
small remuant of the feithinl in Loudon were wont to
repair, to attend the holy sacrifice ; and those masses
oflered up in the cpen air, at which the famishing
Trish were grouped together, in rags, avound their
priests,-in sight of the deserted and prefoned cathe-
drals, stolen from them by Elizubeth and Cromweil.

In Gzermany, the Church was yet more deeply sunk
in that abasement, in which it appeaved 1o be gra-
dually diszppearing, since the termination of the ihivty
Atone timg, mistress of the half of
that empire, which ber yonks had cleared aud culti-
vated, aud her bishops bad reclaimed rom barbarisu,

tshe was now about 1a Jose ircevocably the vemnant

of lier patrimony.  Une ball bad already bLeen an-
nesed to I'rauce, and the other was about to be par-
celled out, and allotted fo those numerous princes and
barons, Catholic and Protestant, who, at Tunéville
and Ratisbon, were craving, from the hands of
victorious yevolution, a share in the spoils of the
Church.  She sank without resistance, she fell with-
out honor. 'T'he Catholics, both clergy and laity, for
a considerable peviod, had only opposed to the con-
tempt of Protestantism, and the invasions of philoso-
ply, s inest torpor.” Catholicism had no voice, was
teld as an absolute non-entity, both in the political
coumeils and in ihe literature of that nation, which
lay prostrate at the feet of Frederick the Great,and
which the paganism of Goethe thrilled with joy and
admiration. Theology gave no signs of life, except
in its stragales against Iome, under the inspiration of
Tebronius and his emulators.  ‘L'he Iast listorical act

| of the three ecclesiastical electors of Mayence, Co-
i logne, antd Treves, had been to upite with the Arch-

bishop of Saltzburgh, the Primate of all Germany,
in drawing vp, in the Ponctuations d'Ems, the code
of revolt and ingratitude against the Ioly See.—
They were engaged in applying it, when the republi-
can armies were sent to dethrone them, and inllict
upon them the chastisement which they had justified
by their previous conduct. Moreover, not a voice
was raised in defence of the Christian truth, of the
rights of the papacy, nor even of those ecelesiastical
sovereignties, in which, for a thousand years, a pro-
verbial happiness had reigned. There was nothing
to announce, even in the distant future, the existence
of a Stolberg, a Schlegel, a Gorres.  In this vast
shipwreck, the eye miglit wander over the whole of
Catholic Germany, without discovering therein a
single writer, doctor or bishop, worthy of the appel-
lation.

In Tialy, the saine desolation and humilintion pre-
vailed: laws issued against the Church by absolute
monarchy at Naples, Parma, Turin and Flerence,
were upheld and enforced by demagogues; temples
were profaned, wmonasteries suppressed, the people
thrown into consternation ; there was not a single
martyr, tor even a soldier.

Tn Austria, the Church slept upon the bed of Pro-
crustes, prepared for her by Josepl: IT.  TUpon the
ruins of two thousamd coniiscated monasteries, two
years before the constituent assembly had applied the
same theories to the same victims, the imperial bu-
reaucracy forged at its pleasure the velvet sheathed
chains, with which to the present day it has fettered
all the limbs of its captive, Joseph IT wrote:—+ 7T
have made philosoply the legislator of my empire.”
And his successor, Leopold [, fnithful iu every res-

The most cournyeous: |-

pect to Lis lessons,
Lower Austria, the power of the aristocracy aml
monechism us the sonree of all evil, Belginm, that
cherizied and fuithfal daughter of the Catholic house
o' Liapsburgh, Iad been svrested from it for ever.
Grovud down heneatl the twolold effort of the mo-
navehial revolution of JTosepl 1T, and the revoltionary
conguest ol the terrorists, she had succewnbad, but
not withaut huving first paved the way, by a generous
eflort iu favor of religion and liberty, to that Catho-
lic and national regeneration which we have bad the
jeonsalation to witiess.
[ Polund, that ethodor country, for sueh a long
jperiodd the favineible bulwark of” LEurope and of the
tClireli against Yslam and the Greek schisw, con-
l,d‘enmeq by Voltuire hefore she was imwmolated by
: Cathevine, was strugelias, torn 1o picees, and bieed-
ing, wader the elaws of potentates, who lnd consum-
mated, for the fist tine sinee the era of redemption,
e muvder of a Christian uation.

_Spain, Qespoiled of all her ancient liberties, trans-
formiedd, throngh the most unaccountable forgetfulness
of, hiew Tmmortal past, inte a domain deprived of its
Kivgs,” enervated by two centuries of inglorious des-
potism, the sifent spectator of the uabeard-of attack
yeoumaitted by Charcles T11 upan the Jesuits, was lau-
suishing wnder the dominion o a life-guardsman, the
gueen’s poamowe ad The king's favorite,

Portugal, whare Pambal had renewed against the
Jesuits tie cruelties pecpetrated by the Roman em-
perars upon the first nartyrs, was only held by a
single thread to the ltinan Clurch. A perusal of
the inestimable narative of Cardinal Pacea, at that

.

the ancient glory, the ancient liberty, and the fuithof
the king:lom fonnded by Alphonso of Burgundy, al-
ter a viclory and wiraculous vision, with the free
consent of Lis barons, bis people, and the sauction of
the Lioly See solicited by St. Bernand.

To raeapitulate: nowheve was to be seen the
{7 ST of sabvauen or of hope.  Radigion,
everywhere neglected ar deslroyed. appeared tu be
banished from the foce of the earth.  Catholivism
must Luve uppeared to the sages ol the world as «
corpse that was only wwailing its interment.

Lall o century bas clapsed, and everything is
transiorined.  Lieligion has everywhere vesumed Ler
{place in the firet rank; the Charel is everywhere
tacknowledged as o power of the first ovder.  In-
voited Dy one class of her incabers with the couli-
denee of an ever-faithiul love, aud by others with all
the zeal of a recent conversion; by some, perhaps
with regret and aguinst the grain g f she is still wt-
tacked by some blinded mortals, none of them, at
feast, deny her power, her life, ber [ruitful immortality.
When we casta glance over the countries of liu-
rope, ploughed vp by revolutions and wars, we lind
Lier everywhere flourishing anew, extending her infiu-
ence, exalting her cnuobled bead, and raling the
destinies of the world,  Like the Jofty summits afier

truths which she las preached for cighteen centuries,
and the iustitutions which she has established upoun
the solid foundation of the divine promise, are 3gain
exposed to our view.

(Ta be conlinued.}

MOXNEY CHULRCIH.
(From the Dublin Feekly Telegraph.)

Wiy do we call tlis monster establishment, which
50 lonz has mastered the State anit people of the cm-
pire, the doney Chureh? Why so oflen allude o
its wealth as the great clement of its mischief? Not
assuredly because we, on the part of the Catholic
Church, envy its mere wealth, or its wordly pros-
perity 3 mueh less that if its day of reckoning came,
as it undoubtedly must soon come, with the Dritish
empire, we desire any share of its spoils, which are
the patrimony ot the poor, and ta the poor ought to
be returned.  But we allude to that enormous and
wickedly acquired wealth, because in its nature, and
through the means of its acquisition, it has been, and
as long as possessed must continue to be, the primary
Isource of those grievances, temporal and spivitual,
whicl have destroyed the native industry, Ireedom,
and prosperity of this gifted but prostraied land.
Neither is this bad spirit the vice of its constitution,
of an evanescent quality. It is not one, as expe-
ricnce has proved, Lo be concilinted by submission, or
convinced by reason. Tt isan inherent virus, derived
from its birth and co-ordinate with its existence—
with the existence and constitation of an establish-
ment originating in crime, subsisting on the fruits of

* The council of regeney, afterthe death of Charles I, wrote
in the tollowing terms to Philip V, an the 3rd of November
1700 :— We will inform your majesty that the suceessor of
the late king may come and take possession of this monarchy,
and dispose of it as his private property?  To such a siale
wits reduced the Spain of the Cid, and ol Isabella the Cathelic.

denounced hefore the states of | plunder,

time nuacio at the Ceurt of bis most faithful majesty,
will show to whaut o dearvee af abasement bad tallen

the deluge, in proportion as the waters retire, the |

imurders insiead of miracles.
i In the walls of its conventicles, in the halls of its
jreademies, nothing is leard from its churchmen,
nothing instilled ameng its youth but a perverted
knowledge, worse than total jgnorance of truthi.
Worse, we repeat, than total ignorance—rfor in this
case the minds of men may be a blank—more apen
to trath, more accessihle to its instructions, and the
conseience onee awalkened, the soul will embracr
conviction, without ihe alloy of falschood. But in
;;ﬂll) case of perverteld knowledge inlecting the mind,
i the couscience becomes too often hardened by pre-
oceupying falsehond—the heart steeled by obstinate
ereor, lonw chevished as truth, to the exclusion of
conviction, whieh the very pride of intelleet embraces,
tas humiliation to abandon, when hatred beeomes te
tsubstitute for faith, and bigotry cherisbed againse,
ceonviction. Do we, therefore, call that higotry.
!:\"hic‘.x consists in sincerity to the faith that is w us!?
i True faith may he known by this—true faith, relying
.on ils own evidences, never persecules, never ox-
‘eludes. It extends charity towards error—wanki
willingly convince, but never liates or persecutes.
' But that bigotry, calling itself veligion, which resort~
to these cvil means, in order to protect or promote
“its own beliel, ar to evash what it calls error in tha
“of others—niost seemingly conlident, when wast realty
nisgiving—it sincere deceives itself, il insinecere is
tassiped to deceive others—a prejudice adopting the
“fornula of reason, & passion pretending to the sune-
(tily of a daty, it gives to crime the language and the
-seli-justification of a virtue.
In the exercise of such tyranuy, by which tie
- Protestant Churelr thought to extirpate Catholicity,
(it really sueceeded in eyushing Cathalic literature w
pthe land. Sinee what was called the Reformation,
Uthe Catholics of the cmpire had scaveely any oppor-
tunity to read their own story in their own works.
s Vrotestant fiterature inundated the country—history
was falsified—truth suppressed—Ilies invented—-awl
tthe whole of“the Dritish cmpire, grave or gnr.
{avowedly Protestant, or affectedly Catholic, were
“impregnated, either openly or covertly, wiili calun-
-nies against the Chureb, the Clergy, or the doctrines
cor Catholicity, what O’Connell used to call souud
i Protustant lies.  Ask any teuthful Protestant in the
s lnapive, whether in any Ionulish history, purporting
1o inglude the times of what is nicle-named the Re-
- furmation, i they ever read in any popular Inglish
Distorian, anything approaching to the truth, of the
ccrimes of lleury or Ilizabeth 7—while - their heails
were stuffed with lies, purporting to be truths of
-4 Bloody Queen Mary.” " T'hey read of Harry being
"alitle addicted to gallantry, that Kingly privilege,
caud of ¢ Good Queen Bess.”  But did they ever
ivead of the vobberies, the tortures, imprisonments,
“and other cruchties perpetrated on Catholies, for nu
“other offences but fidelity to their faith 7 No—they
(read nothing of these facts in Protestant relations ol
 these periods.

i Be it our province to supply that want ; and sinee
]llle habits of Protestantisin are ever to accuse, hoj-
.ing by constant crimination, to divert attention from
iitsever vulnerable Church, we have, in these series
1 of articles, undertaken to put the assailant on his owa
ldefence 5 confident that, i even, through the acces-
“sible dissemination afforded by the newspaper press
i of facts, we do not convinee at once numbers of Pro-
testants of the errors of their ways, we shall at least
suceeed in so famitiarising the Catholics of the ein-
pire, high and humble, learned and unlearned, with
the crimes to which the Chureh of England owes i1~
existence—that cevery Catholic sball be vendercd
capable, if not of making converts, at least of silencing
the calumniator by bringing shame upoa his owni creed.

There is, indeed, such a shame attendant on pro-
fessing the creed of Ilenry and Tlizabeth, that, we
repeat, the Prolestants themnselves are as much as
possible deprived of a knowledge of them. Our
readers have already been familiavised with many, not
balf of the crimes, of Henry, the founder of the State
Chureb, but that Church had a wet-nurse, ¢ good
Quecn Bess,” with wiose atrocities we have not vet
rendered them so familiar: we shall, thereflore, to-day
confine oursclves Lo the doings of thut piovs damsel.

She lound about sixteen Catlolic bishops who had
escaped the axeand the tortures of Harry the Eighth
in England. One only of these, Kitchen of Llandafl,
was terrified into apostacy. Of the others, faithifyl -
and martyred, ten paid the price of fidelity, by dying
in prisons ; the remainder were banished and dicd
abread. Among the second orders of Catholi
clergy saerificed in prisons, or on the scaffold, during
this reign, history enumerates thirteen deans, fonrtee
archdeacons, more than sixty prebendaries, forty-nine
doctors of divinity, eizhiteen of faw and physie, fifteen
wiasters of colleges, more thaa three hundred mem-
bers of both enivevsities, with pastors and priests in-
numerable,




