. lmve you 2** suid Mr. Gregsbury.
* 10 hear what was going forward, and put it ia print, eh?”’

.‘ What is wer raphed Nicholas. -

“of public bodies ; and 1o make notes of anything which it ap-
" peared 10 him might be made a point of, in any littlo speech

I
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The last man being gone, Mr. Gregsbury rabbed his hands and

[ think I do, 8ir,”” replied Nicholas.
¢ Then,”” said Mr. Gregsbury, ¢ it would be necessary for him

chuckled, as merry fellows will, when they think they have said {0 make himsell acquainted from day to day with newspaper

or done a more than commonly gond thing
in this sell-congratulation, that he did not observe that Nxcholns)
had been left behind in the shadow of the window-curtains, until
that young gentleman, fearing he might otherwise overhear some
soliloquy intended to have no listen®ers, caughed twice or thrice to
attract the meinber’s notice.

«What's that?* said Mr. Gregsbury, in sharp accents.

Nicholus stepped forward and bowed.

¢ \What do you do here, Sir?** asked Mr. Gregsbury ; ¢ a spy
vpon my privacy ! A concealed voter! You have heard iy an-
swer, Sir.  Pray follow the deputation.”’

¢T should have done so if 1had Lelonged to it, but I do nat,”
said Nicholas,

““ Then how came you here Sir?"* was the natural inquiry of
Mr. Gregsbury, M. . <¢ And where the devil have you come
from, Sir 2’ was the question which followed it. .

¢ T brought this card from the General Agency Office, qlr,”
said Nicholas, ‘¢ wishing to offer myself.w your secretary, under-
standing that you stood in nced of one.’

_¢¢ That’s all you have come for, is it 2*’ said Mr. Gregsbury,
_ eyeing him in some doubt.

Nicholas replied in the affirmative.

¢« You have no connexion with any of these rascally papers,
“You didn’t get into the room

s¢ T havo no connexion, I am sorry to say, with anything at pre-
'.iﬁht,’_’ rejoincd Nicholas,—politely enough, but quite at his ease,

‘e Oh' gaid Mr. Gregsbury, *“1low did you find your way
up here, then?”

Nicholas related how he had been forced up by the deputuhen.

« Thut was the way, was it 2> said Mr. Gregsbury. **Sit
down.”

Nicholas took a chair, and Mr. Gregsbury stared at him for a
long time, nsif lo make certain, belore he asked any further
queations, that there werc no objections to his outward appear-
ance. . *

“ You want to be my secretary, do you?” he said at length.

“Jwish to be’ employed in thut (:dp.\(.lly,” x‘ephcd Nicholas.

¢ Well,” said Mr Gregsbury 5 « Now what can you de 27

“I suppose,” r(,plu.d Nicholas, snuhng, « that l can do whnt
usualy falls to the lot of othet secretaries.””
‘ “What s that ”_’_ lnquued Mr. Gregsbur)

ALY Wlmt is it ;‘EtOl’tLd llm member, lookmg nhrewdly al
hxm wuh ‘his- hoad on one side.” .

A secretary CY dulxes ure rather difficult to define, perlnpﬂ »
said Nichols, considering.: ‘- s¢ "'hey include, I persume, corres-
pondence.”’

¢« Good,’ interposed Mr. Gregsbury.

¢ The arrangewent of papers and docaments—?’

“Very good.”

«« Oceusionally, perhaps, the writing from your dictation ; and
possibly,”—said Nicholus, with a hall smile, ¢ the copying of
your speech, for some public journal, when you have made one
of more than usual inportance.”’

¢« Certainly,”” rejoined Mr. Gregshury. ¢ What clse 2

¢ Really,” said Nicholns, after & moment’s reflectior, ** L am
not able; at this instant, to recapitulate uny other duty of a secrc-
tury, beyond the general ane of making himsell .as-agreeable and
uselul to his omployer as he can consistently with his own respec-
tnblht) , and without overstepping that line of duties which
ho undertakes to perform, and which the designation of his office
is ubuzﬂly understood to hmply.”’

Mr. Gregshury looked fixedly at Nicholas for u short’ umn

and tlmn g.,!.mcu!g warily 1ound the room, said in a suppressed
voice—

v« This is all-very w cll Br.—what is your name

<« Nickleby.””

¢ This is all very well, Mr. Nickleby, and very proper, so fur
as it goes—so far as it goes, but it doesn’t go far enough. "There
are other dutics, Mr. Nicklely, which a secretary 10 a parlia- !
mentary geatleman must never lose sight of. I should require 10
be crammed, Sir.”’

“1 beg your p.udon,” iutcrposed Nicholas, doubtful whether

he had heard aright.
“—To be crummcd er,’l“réﬁamed Mr. Gregsbury.

“ May I beg your parden again, if I inquire what youmean ?”’
said Nicholas.

* My meaning, Sir, is perfectly plain,’ replicd Mr. Gregsbury,
with a solemn.uspect. << My secretary would have to make him-
self mastdr of the foreign policy of the world, s it is mirrored in
the newspapers ; to run his eye over all accounts of public meet-
ings, all lending articles, and accounts of the proceedings

upon the question of some petition lying on the table, o¢ unythmv
of that kind. Do you understand **

[
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*Contlaned from Page 298,

; he wos so engrossed || ipuragraphs on passing events ; sunclias ¢ \I) sterious, djsappear-

ance, and supposed suicide of a pot-boy,* or anything of that sort,
upon which I might found a question to 1he Sccretary of State for
the HomeDepartment. Then he wou!d have to copy the question,
andas much as I remembered of the answer (including a little
compliment about my independence and good sense) ; and to send
the manuscripting frank to the local paper, with pethaps halfa
dozen lines of leader, to the effect, I was always to be found in
my place in parliament, and never shrunk from the discharge of,
my responsible and arduous duties, and so fortb. You see

Nicholas bowed. '

¢¢ Besides which,”” continued Mr. Gregsbury, ** I should ex-
pect him now and then to go through a few figures in the printed
tables, and to pick out a few results, so that I might come out
pretty well on timber daty questions, and finauce questions, and
s0 on j and I should like him to get up a few little arguments
about the disastrous’ effects of a return to cash payments and a
metallic currency, with a touch now and then about the exporta-
tion of bullion, and the Emperor of Russia, and bank notes and
all that kind of thing, which it’s only necessary to talk fluently
about, becaise nobody understands it. Do you take me 2°?-

01 think I understand,” said Nicholas.

* With regard to such questions as are not political,”’ conu-
nued Mr. Gregsbury, warming ; ¢¢and which one can't be ex-
pected to care a pin about, beyond the natural care of not al-
lowing inferior people to be as well off as ourselves, else where
are our privileges? I should wish my secretary to get together
a few little flourishing speeches, of a patriotic cast. Ior instance,
if any preposterous bill were brought forward for giving poor
grubbing devils of authors a right t6 their own property, I should
like to say, that [ for one would never consent to opposing an in-
surmountable bar to the diffusion of literature among the people,—
you understand ? that the creations of the pocket, being man’s,
might belong to one man, or one family ; but that the creations

. o |
of the brain, being God’s, ought as a matter of course to belong
to the peaple at lurge—and if I was pleasantly disposed, 1 shounld

like to make a joke ubout posterity, and say that those who wrote
{or posterity should be content to be rewarded by the approbation
of posterily ; it might take with the houqe, and could never do
me any harm, becuuw posterity can’t be expected to know any

_ thmg about me or 1y jokes ulbel—-—don t you see ? 2

‘s I see lhnt Slr,” rephed Nicholas. :

t You must ulways be:\r in mind, in such cases as \h\s, whue
our inierests are. mot. ﬂﬂ"quf.‘d . said Mr. Gleusbury, “ 10 put it
very strong about the people, bécause it comes out very well at
election-time ; and you could be as funny as you Jiked about the
anthors ; because I believe the greater part of them live in
lodgings, and are not voters. This is a hasty outline of the chicf
things you’d have to do, cxcept waiting in the lobby every night,
in case 1 forgot any thing, and should want fresh cramming ; and
now and then, during great debates, sitling in the front row of
the gallery, and saying to the people about—¢ You see that gen-
tleman, with his hand 1o Lis face, and his arm twisted rouud-the
pillar—that’s Mr. Gregsbury—tle celebrated Mr. Gregsbury—’
with any other little eulogium that wmight strike you at the mo-
ment.  And for salary,*” said Mr. Gregsbury, winding vp with
areat rapidity ; for he was vut o broath—* And for salary, 1
don’t mind saying at once in round numbers, to prevent any dis—
satisfaction—though it's inore than 1’ve been accustomed to give
—filteen shillings a week, and find yourself. ‘There.”’

With this haudaome offer Mr. Gregsbury once more threw him-
self‘ back in his clmlr, and looked like © man who has been most
profligately liberal, but is detexmmed not to repent of it nolwnh-
standing. )

¢« Fiftecen s]ullmws a week is not much,’’ said Nicholas, mildly.

*“ Not much! Fifteen shillings 2 week not much, young
man 2** cried Mr. Gregsbury. ¢ Tifteen shillings a—n" »

““ Pray do not suppose that I quarrel with the sam,” replied
Nicholas; ¢ for 1 am not ashamed 1o confess, that whatever it
may be in itself, to me it is a great deal. DBut the duties and res-

o

:ponsibilities malke the recompense small, and they are so heavy

that 1 fear to undertake them.”

“ Do you decline fo undertake them, 8ir?*’ inquired hlr. Gregs-
Lury, with his band on the bell-rope.

I fear they are too great for my powers, bowever good my
wilt may be,’” replied Nicholas.

“* That is as much as to say that you had rather not accept the
place, and that you cousider fifieen shillings 2 week too litte,”
said Mr. Gregsbury, ringing. ¢ Do you decline it, Sir 2

*“ 1 have no alternative but to do so0,”’ replied Nicholas.

** Door, Matthews,” said Mr. Gregsbury, as the boy nppeared.

¢ Tam sorry 1 have troubled you unnecessarily, Sir,”" said
Nicholas.

“ I am soiry you have,” rejoined Mr. Gregsbury, turning his
back upon him. **Door, Matthews.”’

< Good meraing, said Nicholas.

¢ Door, Matthews,” cried Mr. Gregsbary.

The boy beckoned Nicholus, and tumbling lazily down stairs

|bef’ore him, opened the door nnd ushered him into the street.
With a sad and pensive air he retraced his steps homewards.

Smike had scraped a meal together from the remnant of last
night’s supper, and was unxiously awaiting his return. The oc-
currences of the morning had not improved Nicholas’s appetite,
and by him the dinner remained untasted. Ie was sitting in a
thoughtful attitude, with the plate which the poor fellow had as-
siduously filled with the choicest morsels umouched by.. lna sxde, B
when Newman Noggs lovked into the rovm. S

«¢ Come back 7’ asked Newman. : -

¢ Yes,”* replied Nicholas, ¢¢ tired to death ; and what is worse,
might have remained at home for ull the good I have done.”” -

‘“ Couldn’t expect to do much in one morning, ' said Newmar. .

“¢ May be so, but I am sanguine, and did expect,” said Nicho-
las, ** and amn proportionately disappointed.” Suym« whmh he
gave Newman an account of his proceedings. '

“ IfI could do anything,” said Nicholas, * anythmv however i
slight, until Ralph Nickleby returns, and I bave eased my mind " -
by confronting him, I should feel-happier.; I should think itno
disgrace to work, Heaven knows, Lymg 1ndolenlly here like'a -
half-tamed sullen beast distracts me.”’ : -

- ¢ 1 don’t know,’” said Newman ; ¢ small 1hmvs oﬁ'er—-tbey
would pay the rent, and more—but you wouldn’t hko them no; -
you could hardly be expected to undergo it—no, no.’ ‘ ‘!: .

" ¢“What could I hardly be expected-to undergo »’ asked N:- g
cholas, raising his : eyes. . ““Show me, in this wide waste of
Loridon, any honest means by which T could even defray the -
weel\ly hire of this poor.room, and see if [ shrink from resorting - -
to them. Undergo! I have uudengone too much, my friend, lo_'
feel pride or squeamishness now.  Except—' added Nieholus
hastily, after a short silence, ** except such squeamishness as is
common honesty, and so much pride as constitutes self-respect.

I see little to chooge, between the assistant to a brutal pedagogue,.
and the toad-eater of a mean and ignorant upstart be he member
or no member.”

¢ I hardly know whether I should tell you what I heard this
morning or uot,”’ said Newman.

 Ias it reference to what you said just now ?’’ asked
Nicholas. '

¢ It has.” :

‘“ Then in 'Heaven’s name, my good friend, tell it me,”’. sa\d
Nicholas. ¢ For Gud’s suke consider my deplorable condition ;.-
and wlule I-promise 1o take no ‘step withont taking counsel with’
you, give me, at least, a vote in my. own behalf?? i i

Moved by this enlre'\ly, Newman stammered forth'a; varlety of
most nnaccuunmble and entangled semences, the upshot of which T
was, that Birs, Keawigs had - exummed him at - great length. that -
moruing’ touching the origin of his acquaintance. with, snd the.‘j':
whole life, adventures, and pedigree of Nicholas ;- that Newman[_
had parried these questions as long as he could, but being at
length hard pressed and driven into a corner, had gone so faras to ~
aduiit, that Nicholas was a tnter of great accomplishments, in- .
volved in some misfortunes which he was not at liberty to ex-
plain, and bearing the name of Johnson. That Mrs. Kenwigs,
unpelledﬁ)y aratitude, or ambition, or maternal pride, or maternal
love, or all four powerful otives conjointly, had- taken secret
conference with Mr. Kenwigs, and fisally returned to propose
that Mr. Johnson sheuld instruet the four Miss Kenwigses in the
French language as spoken by natives, at the weekly stipend of
five shillings current coin of the realm, being at the rate of one
shilling per week per each MISS Kenwigs, nnd one shxlhr-g over,
until such time as the buby ml«rht be able to take it out 1 gram-
mar.

“ ‘vVhlch, unless I am very much mistaken,” observed Mrs.
Kenwws in making the proposition, ** will not be very long ; for
such clever c: 'lldren, Mr, Noggs, never were born into this wofld
Idobehev > : :

¢ There,’® said Newm'm, « that’s all.  It’s heneath you, 1
know ; but I thought that perhaps you might—-"" " '

¢ Might I* snid Nicholas, with great alacrity ; “ of courss I
shall. Iacceptthe offer at once. Tell the worthy mother so
without delay, my dear fellow ; and that T am ready to begin
whenever she pleases.’ y

Newman hastened with joyful steps to ml'orm Mrs.. Kenwxgs of
his friend’s acquiescence, and soon returnmg, brought back word
that they would be happy to see him in the first floor as soon as
convenient ; that Mrs. Kenwigs had upon the instant sent out to i
secure 1 second-hand French grammar and dialogues, which had
long been flattering in the sixpenny box at the book-stall round -
the corner ; and that the family, highly excited at the prospec%‘
this addition to their gentility wxshed the initiatory lesson to co
off immediately. : ‘

And here it may be observed lhat Nlcholne was not, in the
ordinary sense of the word, a young man of high spirit. " He
would resent an affront o himself, or interpose to redress a
wrong offered to enother, as boldly and freely as any knight that
ever set lance in rest ; but he lacked that peculiar excess of
coolness and great-minded selfisbness, which invariably distin-
guish gentlemen of high spirit. In truth, fur our own part, we
gre rather disposed to look upon such geatlemen as being rather
;ncumbrances than otherswise in nsmv families, happening to be

oy



