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productiveness of the soil and the
nealthfulness of the climate. An emi-
nent London physician expressed it
as his opinion that if all the trees and
shrubs were removed from the two
or three thousand acres of parks, and
tfrom the gardensand private grounds
of that great metropolis, in one ycar
ihe bills of moitality would show an
mncrease of deaths to the extent of
aiore than fifty per cent.  If we con-
sider thatthere are ordinarily in Lon-
don over 1,000 deaths a weck, or
nearly 60,000 a year, that the deaths
by cholera in 1849, during the worst
veriod of the visitation, were at no
time over 500 a week, we see the
pearing and influence of trees—ac-
cording to the opinion guoted—on
the health and longevity of the inha-
bitants of a crowded city. We ight
as reasonably expect that land ani-
mals could live without air, or fish
" without water, as that there could be
a pure and healthy-atmosphere where
thiere are few or no trees or rapidly
growing plants, or where, in an ex-
tended region, animal life vastly pre-
ponderates over vegetable life.
Nature is under all circums‘ances
constantly altempting to keep up
that just equilibrimun which condu-
ces to the good of the whole. Life
1s motion, death ¢ cold obstruction.”
The sea haming its winds and tides,
and natural streams runs.- Wherever
there is a stagnant pool by accident,
or through the carelessness or bad
management of man. Nature at once
sets to work, to correct the evil. A
green slime, which is vegetation,co-
vers the surface of the pool, and con-
sumes the poisonous gases generated
by the stagnant water. Circumstan-
ces hoving produced an abundance
of food for plants, plants appear,
seemingly by a miraculous creation
o consume it.  This is in obedience
o a law of nature, as beneficent as
1t is unerring. The history and geo-
8raphy of the worid supply numerous
Instances in which the abscnee or
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destruction of vegetation, and parti-
cularly of trees,has rendered a coun-
try uninhabitable because unhealthy:
The Pontine marshes are a well-
known example. In the time of the
Cacsars all central Italy had a due
proportion of forests, and the country
was healthy and fertile, and support-
ed a large population. Now that the
forests ave cut off, the dry land is
arid and barren, and the marches
send forth a malaria that kills aimost
every persen thatcomes within reach
of itz exhalations. This poisonous
malaria is contained in earbonicacid
ammoniacal gas and watery vapor,
whicl are thie real foud of plants,iess
than one-fourth part of which is com-
posed of the organic matter contain-
ed in the s=oil. The rest is derived
from the atmosphere, A single sun-
flover consmumnes daily 22 ounces of
water; and one ol sunflovers
consumes three miilion pounds dur-
ing the four principal growing month. .
A well stocked orchard will, in the
same time , consmme five million
pounds. The family of the superrinten
dant of the Natiohal observatory at
Washington, (Licut. Maury) were
subject to agues and fevers every
Suminer, the cilect of the exhalation
of marshes on the bank of the Poto-
mac. The learned lieutenant plant-
ed, one spring, a large bed of sun-
flowers. The aérlal scavengers con-
sumed the miasmatic constituents
of the atmosphiere and for the first'
time since the place was inhabited
the residents escapedthe chills and
fevers. The effect was no more mys-
terious than is the absence of chole-
rawhere buzzards, frequent showers,
or th? activity of man has destroy-
ed or removed the filth of a crowd-
ed city. A field of hops, cabbages, or
Indian Corn, or a nursery of trees,
would doubtless have produced the
same result. Experiments have
shown that scarcely one-half the
amouut of water consumed by grow-
ing plants is supplied by rain, the
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