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intevest ate, coffee, hides smd sugar. We,

have " already admitted - the two . first
articles free, and we are taking Brazilian
gugar to more than double the amount of
our exports to that country,

Mr, Burns, one of
pointed out the necessity of taking care
that Brasil ¢ should not adopt a policy
4 towards Canada that it ~had adopted
# pgainst the United States? namely, tak-
#ing off import duties butsubstituting ex-
“ port duties.”” Is it conceivable that dr.
Burns or the members of the deputation
can imagine that the Brazilian Government
will confer advantages on Canada that are
not granted to the United States. The
iden is simply absurd.. All that Canada
can reasonably expect is that Brazil will
not discriminate agmnsb us, as our dem]y
beloved France pexsxsis in doing. We
have no complaint whatever against Brazil,
and there is not the slightest ground for
Sir Leonard Tilley making -any effort to
procure & veduction of duties which fall
exclusively on the Brazilian consumer,
As to the expart duties, the abject, doubt,
less, of imposing them is to obtain contri.
bulions from the coffee, sugar and cotton
planters, which caunoct be procured in a
more feasible - way, Such duties have
been iwposed in some of the British
Colonies in oider to recoup: the txensuly
for the cost of immigration, while in other
colonies a direct: contribution for: the
same object is obtained from the planters.

"The proposition of: the deputation em-

bodied in- Dr. Tortin’s statement is so

vague that we have not deemed it neces.
sary to discuss the grave constitutional
guestion which would most assuredly be

mised if Canada were to attempt: to dis-

criminate in favor of =. foreign country
like Beazil against the British Colonies in
the West Lndies, It would be the plain
duty of the [mperinl Government to pro-
toct the dependencics of the Empire from
any such outrage as that which Dr, For-
tin’s language seems.to convey. It is
moreover highly improbable. that Great

- Britain would consent to -the establish-

ment of discriminating duties against the
Spanish colonies which- it is highly proba-

ble would be contravening the treaty obli-’

gations of the Empire. It js well-known
that when the commissioners visited the
West Indies and Brazil in 1866 the Board
of trade felb it right * to call attenum to
“tae difficulties which 'may ‘arise, with

neapecb to foreign' countries, haviig.

xec\p\omty treaties with this country, if
“an) colony. or colomea should 'mske

“arrangements for i,wma *to ‘ong foreign’

[
‘country mlvm\mges which ave not given
i«

to'others.” 'We have on more than one

Oceasion; in commenting on ' the absurd

the deputation,

claim that Canada should be permitted to

negotiate commercial treaties, pointed out

that there is no object whatever to be

rained - by - entering  into commercial
trenties, except the few cases, such as

France, where there  has been diserimin- -

ation established against her, and in those
cases the remedy is . in our own hands.
Wehave suffered and are suftering from
the grossest ' mismanagement of a
thoroughly good case.

THE ONTARIO ELECTION.

The result of the Ontario general
election; which took place on' the 27th
ult, is to give the Mowat Government a
decided majority, although by no means
80 large as in the last Legislabure. It is
diflicult tounderstand how the election can
be looked on as a Conservative triumph,
looking io the. fact that at the recent
Dominion election Ontario gave ‘a Con-
servative majority. . Both of the political
parties put forth all their efforts, and the
Conservative members of the Dominion
Parliamens threw themselves hear tily into
the contest. Just at the last moment
Mr. Dalton McCarthy raised:a new point
in reference to the.arbitration. .. The day
prior to that fixed by the arbitration both

Governments, ‘doubtless by : agreement,"

passed formal orders in: Council appoint-
ing the arbitrators, and pledging them.
selves to abide by the award.. Such a
step wounld hardly have been ' deemed
necessary elsewhere, as the fact that the

arbilration . hnd  been agreed ' to and the'

arbitrators named tould bave been con-
sidered binding by men of ‘honor. - Mr,
McCarthy endeavored to persnade his
audience at o public meeting that uniil
these formal minutes had been adopted
the arbitrators had not considered the
subject, and that in point of fact they gave
a hasty decision without proper examin-
ation of the evidence. Tt is notorious
that Mr. Chief Justice Harrison had been
appointed, possibly by a letter from the
Secretary, :by command of , the Lieut.-
Governor, many months before the arbi.
tators met, and that he had had in his
1)Oasesslon all.the evidence, including the
cases plepme.l by the respective counsel

‘from the date of his appointment.
. The antagonisin between the Dominion
‘Gévernment and that of the most impor-

tant Province is a serions calamity, and

we fear augurs badly for the harmonious
'contmui\nce of Confederation.

The: most
singular © circumstance connected - with
the controversy. is that the representation
of the Province, which of all others has
the greatest mt.eresb m mamtmmng

Pro vmcml autonomy, is the one \\lnch has
been most prominent in mlexfenu!, with'
the constitutional rights of Ontario, - The
time will most assuredly come, although
just at present it seems likely to be dis-
tant, when the people of the Province of

Quebec will deenly regret the course which -

their present leaders have smictioned.®

THE TIMES AND THE TARIFF.

The above is the headingof a paragraph

in the: Toronto Globe's London letter of
the 15th February, which contaius a ver-
batim reportof the Times’ sarcastic refer-
ence to a recent speech. delivered by Sir
A, Galt at Liverpool.
speech the Iimes remarks that *ever
#gince 1879, when the new tariff was im*
#posed, Canada has been prosperous
“ according to him, and we are asked to
% conclude from this that the tariff’ could
“not have done Canada any harm, " Byery
“one knows that in.the antumn of 1879,

“ {rade all over the world, but especinlly i in
“the United States, begm steadily to

‘recover from the depression which had

“)asted during the previous five years, and
“it was therefore rather daring .in Sir

“ Alexander to offer such a p:ece of
« pseudo-logic as this to_a body - like ‘the
“TLiverpool Chamber of Comunerce. It

4 will be interesting to see what Sir Alex-

‘“‘ander will have to say when the usual
4 gyclic movement has come to an end and
“husiness is"ﬂ dull everywhere. Probably
%he will atbribute the decrense of the
@ prosperity’ of Caniada tothe fact that
% the present tarifl'is too low, and will agmn
“seb to work with m\stuken zeal" Lo per-
“gnade the Canadians toadd another row
“ of bricks to the Chinese wall with which
“ they have surrounded themselves.”

We have frequently. taken occasion to
warn those who rely implicitly on”a high
tarifl us a security for national prosperity

that & much higher tariff than ours did -

not proteci the United States from that
depression which was genemlly felt,
throughout the world dux‘mg the period -
referred to by the Times.” The truth 'is
that, whether the duties imposed on im.-
poris e high or low, uncontrallable eir:
umstances -
prosperity and of dcpxessmn. We have
litrls doubt that when the period of deprés-
sion ‘which iwe may expect before very
long arrives, it-will be” imputed by the.

violent opponents of protection to the pre-

sent tfm{i While we think the remarks o(‘

the Times well worthy of thoughttul con.'”
sideration we doubt, much whether zmy. s

thing but practical expcnence will dispel:

the-illusion which so (,enerally prevmlu on-.} '
the Buth.Ct S I
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will bring: aboub penods of -




