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SOONER OR LATER.

Sooner or later the etorm hall heat,
Ovor sy slumbers, from hend to fect ;
Sontier ar luter the wind 2hall rave
In the tong grasses nhove my grave.

[ shall nat heed tham whera they lie—
Nothing their xonnds shall signify ;
Nothing the hendstone's 1ret of puin :

Nothing to me the dark day's pain,

Sooner or Intor the sun shall «hine

With tender wirmth on that monnd of mine
Ruoner or bnter in snmaer’s wir

Clover and violets blossom there,

1 shadl wot feelin that deep-fnid rest

The sliected Tight fulf over my breast,
Neoreven notein those hidden hours

Uhie wined-blown hreath of the thzsing flowers,

Sooner orlater the stainless snowa
Shatl ndd theie hush to my mnte repose—
Sooter o dnter shiall stant and <hifn

o And heap iy bed with their duzzling drift

Chitl thoush that frozen padl shall veem,
fta toneh o eoliter enn make the dream—
That wreeksnot the saered brend
Shronding the city of the deael.

Sooneror biter the bee shall come

And 11l the noog with its golden hom
Nooner or bnter, on halt-poised wing

The blaebird above wsy grave shall =ing—

Singand chirpand whistle with clee,
Neothiaw hiv musie can eun to e
None of those heantifnl thing< shall know
How soundly their tover steeps helow,

Saoner or bater, far out in the nighr,
The sturs =hatl over me wing their ight «
Sooner or Inter the darkening dews
Cuteh the whte spark in ther <itent ooze,

Never o ray shall part the gloom

That weaps e “ronnd in the silent tomb ;
Peace shall be paerfeet to lp and brow
Sooner or fater 3 ob, why not now ?

THE C.'T. HIS STORY.

Having the sweet litth: joh awarded nie of
writing, merely—the past and present history of
the Commereial Traveller, with comments, re.
fl-vtions, moral deduections, and infereutial an-
alogies, T tly atit in a state of exnberant joy. 1
tackle it in such a playful spirit of content as
atmoct disinelines me to chide the meagre in-
vitation for not including in the tak, An Fssay
on the Military Law of Nations; The Filket of
Suhmarine Pyrites on the Atlantic Cables | and
The Snlar Variations occasioned by Diseal Tr-
r.~gu];|riti¢-s.

I eould just as well have chucked these in, but
feel that it were unmauly to comypdain,

This iy a serious  subject @ nothing but abso-
late fact—the absoluter the better—-must finda
tecord here. No fancy, no fiction, no filigree
work.

This is the reason that ! buckle {o it so hil-
arinusly and feel just like going to a circus.

This is why 1 piteh in b fore some other his-
torian gets the bulge on me.

Starbotack, in ** The {niluence of P'ie on the
Civilization of the Siberinns,® assures us that
the first €. T, was patiently waiting at the gate
of ¥den for the exit of the Adam fumily, and
sold Fva a clothes.line aud a gross of hair-pins,
six minutes before the lightnivg-rod man conld
cateh up and cateh on.

I don't swear to this, becanse I don't have
te,

Neluchadnezzar, who teok so kindly to hix
grass diet, was a patron of one of the fraternity,
—one wha was early in the ficld.  Seventy-four
quart bottles were found in thot raeadow, ull
Tabeled, ¢ Levi’s Salad Dressing.”

A gentleman in the Pain Riller business is
entioned as having been on terms of intimacy
with Job,

A volume (if it were small enough) might be
fillud with proofs of early professional adven-
ture, before the centurics were weaned, not to
wention o memorable transaction on the part of
a fruit pedliar, up a tree, which more or less
sifected all of us. R

Coming down a Iap or two, to the time of
Rome, weo find recorded by Hardtack (Vol.
NIX,, pp. 41144, G 617,72 1+ 1 20) an in-
stanee of a vea) estate (. T, offering a house for
sale by exhibiting a specimen brick, carried. in
his hat.

Skipping a few short centuries more, there
lootws up the direct prototype, predecessor, and
precursor of our to-day’s C. T He wasa pre-
corsor.  You can swear to it He lived and
travelled in England.,  Tle stowed himself and
his traps into another trap and devastated the
land.  He scooted nround in a gig.  He never
uscid the railways becange there were none built,
but he was the first to learn the necessity of in-
troducing them, and onlered a fow coustructed
on the spot. . X

Howas called a *“bag-man.'”" The wiiter is
the ouly person living whocan explain why he
was so called,  Ilaving been brought up in the
conundrum business, put through an appren-
ticeship in riddles, nn({ having earned a healthy
living at answering enigmag, 1 am proudly con-
scions of possessing phenomennl ability for the
solutien of diﬂicnrt and intricate propositions,
An innate bashfnlness alone prevents my men-
tioning this.

1o, the semi-original C. T\, was called n bag-
man beenuse he carried his goods or samples in
n—no, not in a trunk, nor a bandboex, nor a
brown-paper bundle, nor a alleon, but in a—

1 late to give it away se cheap,

f.et me soften the shock, the explosion, the

sudden effulgenco of light on this important
problem attendant upon a too excessive pre-
viousness of explanation. Fven a magazine
shoaldn’t blow up unexpectedly, We will wise
aronud to the point sort o' serpentine.

I was somewhat anachronistic. (Oh! just
unabridged, that word ist put it in eareless—
--one hand—crdinary lead.pencil—uno extra
charge.) Yes, I was somewhat (gaze ut it above)
in introducing the gig. Our prototype began
business on foot, with n pack ou hiy back, next
on horseback, with a pack in his pocket,

How did he carry his goods ?

How should a bug-man carry "em 1

And now the auswer ean be gracefully im-
parted.

Becanse ha carried his samples in a bag! in
saddle-bags.

_ Sze what historical research, close reasoning,
fine analogy, untiring energy, and vivid im-
agination will aceomplish

And yet, U'm not weary, [ shall keep on as
though nathing had gupervened.

It was not till our traveller bad mounted his
gig that he amounted to mnuch ; enly then began
he to he characterized as a **driving fellow.”

Wao are rapidly approaching the present time
and the real subject of this article. A mere
century or century or two stand us off,

The bag-man has poor roads to travel over.
The primitive ways, or highways, of Adam had
ot then given place to those of MeAdam. The
travelling salesman waa compelled to economize
space.  He had to gage his bags to the capacity
of his gig. This wns s0 important a matter as
to cause the invention and introduction of a new
and ugly word in the language, Baggage was
readily shortened to ** baggage.”

** Nine trunks, averaging three  hundred
pounds, with the others coming by express,”
would have been deemed a frightful fiction in
those early times; now they are a daily neces-
sity.

Ihiere was never a guild, craft, or profession
in which, from the earliest times, a more gene-
ral and gental feeling of fruteruity has been ex-
hibited than among the noble army of C. T.'s.

Europe, England especially, readily learned
and cordially admitted the high importance of
the wanidering breker. The best room wag his
to diue in, the cosivst chumber to sleep iu. The
choice bit of the beet was his to cut and come
again.  His tap was porter or heavy ale. He
scorned cotfee and tea, yet to the latter article ig
he fndebited tor his present popular sobriquet.

"Fwas thus ¢

On o raw, rainy night in October, A.D. 1616,
five road merchants satav dinner in the good old

English town of Saiisbury,  The inn was known’

as the ** King's Arms,” from a swinging sign-
hoard representing an adipose wonarch without
any arms, on account of his expansive chest ac.
cupying the full width of the board. Nor was
this the only board ke had to do with, for there
was w current belief that the pictured potentate
had acquired his rotundity from a free indul
gence mn the delicacies aiforded by the inn lar-
der. Leaving royalty to swing for his supper,
let's step insude.

At the table, as aforesaid, mine hostess was
urging one Mr. William Boggs—better known
to his intimate friends as Uerry Hill- to try a
cup of tea, as & novel substitute for his seventh
pint of stout.

{‘Tea may not have then been introduced into
Euglund. 1 don't know. 1f so, the fault rests
with the Emperor of China, and 've nothing to
do withit, ]

Witliam pleasantly but forcibly mentions that
be ‘¢ can't seeit.”

¢ See what 7 inquires Jem Jerrigo from the
far end of the table.

‘“ Sve tea !

Had I any other readers than you, my intelli-
gent confederates, | would expiain this thing
turther ; tell how the “ C. 1. was handed
areund, twisted and plain, joked over, toasted,
punned with, played upon, and at length ad-
opted.  Bat truth is so simple that it nveds no
uphalstering,

1 am trying my best to bring the C. T. down
to the present time, but he won't come,

One of the eraft inaugurated the Boston Tea
Party. | could impart his full name—if 1 knew
it. 1 am certain of only the fact that he was
one of us ; and this from a remark he made as
he launched overboard the last of those three
hundred chesty of Hyson.  As the fragrant herb
(“f. 1" is good, but not in salt water) floated
out to the ocean, he remarked, in a tone of
gentle melancholy,—

“There’s a sen tea ;" then placing his good
right hand upon his manly bosom, *‘ aud here's
a T

Awerican hotels have long recognized the
value of the commercial trade, but it is a mis.
take to suppose that the T cum‘C " house in
Londen, tmnt., was thus nawed in our honor.
It was g0 called in remembrance of a coppery
brave who didu't use to take his Indian meal
there.

The Commercial Traveller of to-day, in this
country, is accorded a higher position than ever,
He has chapged the old methods of doing busi-
ness ond greatly incrensed its voluwe, He is
credited with pluck, perception, penetration,
paticuce, perseverance, amd principle.  Theseo
aro all the p's he wants on his plate. So, as a
tule, he lets piety out of the catalogue for future
reference.

He is admitted to come under the broad mean-
ing of the word ** gentleman,” and does no dis-
credit to it.  Ile is liberal, frank, free ; he beats
his rival every timethat it is possible to do so,
but is not jealous nor envious. Ile helps hiy

opponent in distress and pays ungrudingly his
share toward supporting the widow of the man
who took away {:iﬂ trade.

Merchants for whom or to whom he sells ad-
mit his value. Ifotels seek his patronage. So-
ciety courts him and enjoys his infinite variety.
All admit his claims save the one interest that
is moreindebted to him than to all else for its
prosperity.

The railroad interest, with a stupidity that is
phenonenal, insists on regarding end treating
him as a bitter enemy.

Not until within a very short time have the
companies seen fit to make any concession to
the Commercial Traveller, who sweeps the rail
almost daily’ as compared with the incidental

assenger who journeys over the road once in a
ifetime. C. T-'s thousunds of miles of travel are
no more favorably viewed than the stranger’s
single trip of convenience.

'The C. T.'s baggage, without which he could
do no business, nor sccure freights for the road,
is handled grudgingly, weighed gingerly, and
charged for unsparingly., A sort of stigma is
soughit to be fastened upon him for the crimne of
carrying *‘ samples,” which are, in miniature,
the same goods that the transportation lords
grow rich by carrying in bulk.

But the beginning of the end of this injustice
is come. Many roads have made and are mak-
ing proper concessions, which are duly appre-
ciated.

Here I'll drop out and let the C, T. take care
of himself awhile.

Jonx Arnro,

ECHOES FROM LONDON.

Loxnov, August 31.

Tuewe is to be a company floated with a
capital of a ¢ plum,” to buy or establish a new
Radical paper.

Tur Volunteer Club will re-open in new pre-
mises, those in Arlington street having been
sold by the owner.,

THe Grand Old Man has been sitting for an-
other portrait—this time a life-size etching by
Mr. Sargeaunt.

THE Premier hag become utterly fashionahle
in all his belongings as well as his costume ; he
has adopted crushed strawberry for the color of
his despateh-box.

Tue session of 1838 certainly is ending with a
widespread belief that the year after next rather
than next year will be the time of a general
election.

Tur Prince of Wales has accepted, with
thanks, a painting of the Longfellow house at
Cambridge, paiuted by Erunest Longfellow, and
presented to His Royul Highuess by Eilis Lever.

[T is stated that Lord Charles Beresford was
offered a C. B. tor his share in the Egyptian
campaign, and that he respectinlly requested to
be excused from its acceptance.

Lorp AsnsursiaMm, failing to obtain the
price he asked from the French Govern-
ment, has, it is said, decided to disp.ose of the
MSS. to the highest bidder.

ALL the photographs on sale or in stock of
Miss Fortescue, the actress, are said to have
been bought wp. A new portrait was on the
point of being distributed to the trade, but this

as been stopped,

EveN in the hands of some persens without
literary pretensions the pen is mighty as a
source of revenue, The inventor of the stylo-
graphic pen, it is stated, derives from his patent
£20,000 a year.

A cantEaraM has been received from Oscar
Wilde by one of his friends in London in which
the poct states that he now ahjures America. lis
brutal Philistinism is too much for him, and he
intends to submit his play Fere to the judg-
ment of the London public.

A NEW  Peerage” by Mr. James F, Doyle,
isin the press. It will show the succession,
dignitics, and oftices of every peer from the Con-
quest down to 1872, und will be illustrated with
portraits, shields of arms, and fac.similes of au-
tographs,

Tue improvement of the chain pier at Brigh.
ton is amongst the novelties of the locality. A
very splendid saloon is to be built at the end.
It will be extremely elegant and replete with
novelties. We do not kuow if there will beany
bedrooms,

Tue Strand above Temple Bar, or the * Grif-
fin,” is to be widened., The Board of Works
will come to Parliament next year for the neces-
sary powers to enable thom to carry out the
contemplated improvements. These, when ef-
fected, will open up a broad thoroughfare run.
ning from the Somerset louse to the Law
Courts,

ONE of the most eccentric of the American
millionaires of the day, it is reported, intends
to bring to this country a dozen intelligent
Huron-lroquois Indians, who have shown their
ability by their proficiency at native schools, and
have them educated at Eton and Oxford at his
expense, with a view to their entering on a
special mission, partly religious and partly
educational, among the red tribesin Canadaand
the United States.

I¥ one hundred people were asked if Henry
Russell, the composer, were alive, ninety-nine
would tell you he must have died a quarter of a
century ago. His songs were popular from 1835
to 1855 on both sides of the Atlantic. Ile wrote
““ Woodman spare that tree” quite forty-five
years ago. Well, for the information ot those
curious in such matters, it may be stated that
he ia still alive and well, for last-week he was
elected 2 member of the Savage Club,

A Goop many M.P.’s are just now inclined to
question whether Parliamentary life is worth
living, especially at the end of the Session. The
original propounder of that fanous query, how-
ever, seems inclined to answer it in the affir-
mative, since he is expected to contest the St.
Andrew’s Burghs at the next election. The
Conservative Club of St. Andrew's University
have selected him as a champion in every way
suitable. :

Mi. WirsoN BARRETT having now obtained
the entire and exclusive control of the Princess’s
Theatre, it is satisfactory to note that he has
followed the good example first set by Mr. Hol-
lingshead, and since copied by Mr. Irving, Mr,
Hare, Mr. DBanoroft, and others, and abolished
the pestilent fee system. There are no fees now
at the Princess's for booking, for programmes,
for cloak-room, for attendance, or for anything
else.

Me. MuspruLs has got the House of Com-
mons to pay medical men for the cost of their
own death certificates. Here is his resolution :—
““That it is expedient to authorize the payment,
ont of moneys to be provided by Parliament, of
the cost of the certiticate of the death of any re-
gistered medical practitioner, which may become
payable under the provisions of any Act of the
present Session for consolidating and amending
the law relating to medical practitioners.” The
doctors will now bethe ouly class in the country
who will be paid for dying.

ComraratTivEeLy few of the released members
of Parliament are going far alicld. It is almost
too late for Switzetland, the Mediterranean is
unpopular because of the cholera, and Kgypt is
quite altogether impossible. But several of the
members are off to America. Among them are
Mr. Barclay and Mr. Borlase. The President
of the Farmers’ Allinnce is going straight through
to Californin. His ohject in visiting the States
is to see the farms of Towa, and to make inquir-
ies there into the system pursued, so as to give
hints to his friends at home respecting American
rompetition and how to meet it. lHe will be
absent from England for two months.

THERE is a mumor that, in consequence of the
abuse of the privilege of putting questions to
Ministers the Speaker will next Session be
armed with further powe:s, so as to put the ex.
tinguisher on improper or irrelevaut questions.
Many members at present strongly object to the
powers already entrusted to the Speaker, which
they consider too despotic and comprehensive,
and any addition thereto they would strennously
resist. To take a step in the line suggested
would, they argue, be a blow to the independence
and freedom of members, and of the House of
Commons, and as such might not nnreasonably
be accounted a victory scored by the Parnellita
faction.

¢ Juxo, the heroine of Tel-el-Kebir,” has
been carried off by chelera. By a curious coiu-
cidence, the brave old retriever's master, Cor-
poral Bull, died only two days before of the
same disease. After leading the Gordon High-
landers, and, indeed, the whole British force
into Arabi’s entrenchments, **Juno” became
the recipient of many honors, the last being a
silver cotlar subscribed for at home by some of
her English and Irish adwirers. This handsome
gift reached her shortly before her death, and
the subscribers will be glad to learn that she
seemed pleased. It will now be kept, according
to their expressed wish, at the officers’ mess, as
a souvenir of the battle in which the 1st Bat.
talion Gordon Highlanders so greatly distin-
guished themselves.

The publishers of the Fars, Fiewnp axp Fire-
sibE, Chicago, are meeting with great success in
securing subscribers to their publication, In
addition to furnishing an excellent paper at the
low price of 50 cents for six monihs, t})u-y propose
to distribute §40,000 in presents to their readers.
See¢ their announcement in advertising columns.

A good Baptist clergyman of Bergen, N.Y,, a
strong temperance man, sutlered with kidney
trouble, neuralgia and dizziness almost to blind-
ness, over two years after he was told that Hop
Bitters wonld cure him, because he was afraid of
and prejudiced against * Bitters.” Since his
cure he says noue need fear but trust in Hep
Billers,
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