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50 cautious in practice as he is theoretically. He
has more than once nibbled at the bait of ten
per cent offersd on a plausible prospectus, and
through the venal moosy atticle of newspapers,
and been hooked by the nose for his pains. I
the truth conld be known, he has probably in
the course of tifzeen years, fritterad away about
£40,000 in unremunerative speculation ; buthe
has been no mare reckless in this respect than
other landowners, and the breezy way in which
he has borne his losses only proves how well he
could afford to lose. Had he been a gambler,
sn owner ¢f tacing-stables, & collector of paint-
ings, china, or bric-a-brac, he might have !ost
even more, amd got a reputation for being s silly
fellow into the bargmin.  As it is. he is looked
upon as & highly seusible and stesdy-going per.
son. He is farsy-five years old, and inherited
his estates abeut ffteen yvears age, when be was
thirtv. In his youth, Le was educatad at Fton
and Oxford, and did nothiug at either of those
seats of learnirg.  The head master of Eton oc.
casionally birched him, the boys kicked him
and ke, when he got older, proceeded to kick
vounger boys.,  From twelve to fourteen he was
the fag of a parson’s sou ; from sixteen to
eighteen he bad a young Farl and » Baronet to
fug for 2im, and thus he was cuabled to acqnire
broad views on the subject of social distinctions,
At Oxfo:d, his tutor paid no more sttention to
his mroral or intellectual welfare than it is the
custom of tatars to do ; but young D' Avenant
had no evil instincts, and contented hiwsell
with idling and hunting to the top of his bent,
until it became neeessary 10 take his degree,
when his obliging tutor crammed him for a brief
season, and., after two **plenghs,”™ got him
through with a *“pass.”  This was all that
fquire D'Avepant's heir needed. for he never
opened a Greek or Latin book after he left col-
lege, and might as well have been learcing Hot.
tentot during his stay at Oxford for all the use
he ever made of his attainmants.  Bat of course
he had derived the usual social advantages from
bis stay a: Eton zud Christ Church, snd had
picked up a great many more friends than he
cared to acknow'edge when ke went forth into
the world. During a couple of years after he
left Oxtord he was often bored by the painful
necessi v of having to cut old acquaintances
whe, if enconraged, might have beome too ra.
miliar with him. and have borrowed his woney,
for our iriend John was knoewn to be a very nich
man.

Scciety makes no mistakes in the bestowal of
its homage on the right men. Plain Mr. D'A
venant was welcomed in every drawing-room as
more than the equal of any City magnate, and
though many aspiring young ladies regretted
that he had not & “handle” to his name, their
shrewder mamwas, lecking anly to the solid
qualities of the young Squire, talked of his rent.
rell and hinted at his inflaence, which wounld
always enable him to get a title when he pleased.
In the upshot, tha heir of Blewberry Hall fell
in lave, as we all of us must do; and, queerly
enoogh, he selected bis wife from among the
young ladirs who hsd siriven least to win his
good graces.  Miss Dora (or Doztie) Bell waaa
winseme little girl of quiet, homely tastes, who
had pever aspired to marry u rich man, and who,
when Mr. D'Avenant asked her to dance for the
first time, rather wondered whether such a
“heavy swell,” as her brothers called him, could
dance. But D'Avenant acquitted himself fairly
weli of his waltzing ; and, his eyes beiug very
quick 10 discern where his own interests lay, he
soon perceived that “Dottie” was just the girl
who would make him s good, faithinl wife. 3o
Le propo-+d, and was sccepted — not withont
some tremnbling and Jdiffidence ; got married in
greet priny, and bas pever regreited the tran-
#actien 1o the present dayv.  Nor has Disttje,

Men may vot always be said to marry wisely
when they take wives whoare cheerfuol, faithfai,
and devoled; for, accordirg to some, it is de-
sirable that a wife should be ambitions for her
Lusbanud’s sake, and spur him on to make proper
wre of hig talents. This maxim ouly holds good,
howiver, in the rase of men who have talenis.
John D'Avenant’s father was no esgle, and
Johin bimself was uot 8 goose; tut that is
about #11 that ean be said for the pair. And, as
Johin's mother had never goaded the old Squire
to fly higher than his pinions could carry him
comfortably, so did John's wife abstain from
£lling her hushand with a tmoyant ambition.
When the old Squire died, he hed been sitting
in Parliament for twenty years as member for
his county ; snd =0 the new Squire was agked
at ence whether he digired to saceeed to his
father's seat ; tut hearing that there was another
Squire who longed for this honounr, Jobn sur-
rendered it to him at once withont parley. How
would it heve benefited him to become a legis
lator ! He wax much prouder and happier in
succerding to the post of M.F.H., which he had
filled as deputy during his father's Jast year on
earth; and as for official ravk, was he nota
J.P., a Deputy Lieutensnt, a churchwarden,
and a chairnan of half a dozen charities I The
yvar after he came into his estates he was prick.
ed for the cffice of Sheriff, and during a twelve
months Le got enongh in the way of pomp 1o
lact Lim for & lifetime ; for he had to put on
a Court suit and attend the Judges when they
betd their assizes—a formaliny the more tire.
scme as- the Judges on the vota that- year hap-
pened to be the dullest ofd gentlemen going,
who had never hunted in their Jives, and eonld
not tedf 8 thoronghbred racer from e jackass,
They id not even bestow a glance on the splen-
did teamyof lour horses which Mr, I)’'Avenant

bad provided for the pair of cosches in which they.

were driven about—though these eight horsea

bad cost the Squire not less than six thousand
unds and excited the admiration of every true
over of horseflesh.
" Thank goodness, thero are many such in the
county which -Blowberry graces, aud Mr. D'A
venant is never at a loss when he wauts to coun.
sult & neighbour about purchaxing a new hunter
or effecting sowe improvement iu his stables,
But the Squire does not give up all his thoughts
to horses, for he ix a gentleman of his time, who
likes to travel for his amusement in the summer
when his boys are home for their holidays, He
has sejourned in all the best hotels on the Con.
tinent, and kmows everything about foreign
countries, except their monunments, which bore
him. He travels, as he says, to see the people
of other lands to enjoy a change of climate,
and to give his girls a chance of picking up
scraps of French aud German, By way of en.
couraging native industry, however, wheruver
he goes he buys photogmphs, pipes, musical
boxes, camoes, aud aven curiosities drawn from
ruins which have been excavated., There is a
museum of all those things at Blewherey Hall,
and it entertains guests; but Mr. D'Avenant
alludes to it laughingly as his **Chamber of
Horrors,'" by which he means that it gives him
the horrors to be questioned as to whenee this
or that srticle comes, and what it means,

For onr Squire is not particularly intellectunl
—no more so than when he was at Oxforl. U«
reads his Tiwmes, the Field, and he has his
weekly grin over Puach: but, except when
some new work on sporting tmatlers is warmly
rcommended to him, he never opens a book.
He pathetically says that he has no time to read;
and he might add that most new books are
beyond his comprehension.  Accustomed to talk
in terse pointed English, he can make nothing
of that aifectation of scientific and technical
jargon in which many madern novels are written,
besides which be has not the faintest sympathy
with any of the fsmsof the day. Hia fuith in
religion and in politics is that of his father:
and he cannot for the life of him sce why auy
prople should be dicatisfied with x Chnreh and
3 Constitution which pleased the old gentleman
s well,

Mr. D'Avenan:, however, for al} his respect
towards the clergy, once nratly quarreled with
the Viear of Blewberry., It was when the re-
verend gentleman wanted to removes those hivh.
Packed eurtained pews in which the Squire’s
father used to sleep so comfortably during ser-
wmeons.  Jobn DV Avenant was not hunsell given
to sleeping in church, but he wanted his curtains
left for old custom’s sake. Nevertheless, the
Vicar had his way, for thisisan age of anceasing

changes.

HODERN MATRIMONY.

Matrimony is rapidly becoming an unpopnlar
and therefore an ansuccessful 1nstitation—at
least, so it would seem from a variety of cir-
cumstances. Take firet of all the breach of
promise cases. How often they reveal an en.
gagement vntered into for fnivolous or mercen-
ary reasans, and, like a houss buiit upon sand,
are unable tostand the slightest gsaanlt from
withont. The pretiy face, ones attractiva,
loses its charm beside a new one that appears
still prettier ; the lack of fortune which was
stimulate the lover to still greater exertions bw.
comes a heavy weight, clogging sil his ener.
gies, and impossible to be burae any longer @ or,
perhaps, it is «imply fickleness, or inconstaney,
or a sudden disguat for the holy state that in-
daces the desire to back ont before it is o0 late,
Be that as it may, the injurad party appeals to
law, determined to find some comjsnsation for
ioss of settlement in life, or a golden aalve for
the wounded feeliugs, the slight and mortifics.
tions caused by the other’'s want of faith, and
manages to bear with equanimity the reading
out in public of letters hitherto sacred to the
eves of one only, to reply to the crogs-examin.
ation of sareastic counsel, and hiear numoved the
mocking Janghter of the crowid.  Note the ter-
rible scandals of the Diverce Court, where pat
only the misdemeanors of the parties actually
concerued are revealed, but long acesants of
their former lives and histories of other people
are dragged in, often showing a determined
placing in temptation and connivance and wil.
ful collusion on the part of those who should
have been the first to protect and guand,

Take modern novels, so ¢normons in number,
and yet varying so little in theme asx to ressm.
hle endless variations on one air, or a8 running
rommentary on the seventh commandment.
The heroine marries & “ hateful cteatoes,””
whom she bas taken for material gain,  She ia
represented as surrounded by troops of admir.
ers, chiel among whom ix a former Jover, then

rand a nobody, now rich and a ' swel}.”
he end varies. Sometimes thero i5 an elope-
ment, followed by a divorce and re-marriage,
thoogh oecasioually. she is  deserted, and he
marries  some lovely sdoring innoecent in her
first meason, who at once converts him into s
model husband. - Orthers is an accident'in the
hunting field, or with *“the birds,” or on a

“yacht, which conyeniently. caries off the hus.

band, 8o making way for a reapretable trrmins
ation fo_his wite's faat career.  Huwever, now
avd then he incouveniently comes to life, and
nety everybody by the eats.  For a chenge, we
huve -the “married  hero, whose batter half s
known ana ““dreadful person,” while ha'ix an
ill-uxed darling, so wysterious, wo sad, and with

whom the simple conntry maiden fally maily in

love, and o an, sad w0 on,  [n society maried
people do their:best to make the worldsbeliove

they aro nothing to euch other. * The wives do-

mand the ontire attontion: of the young men,
and expeot to be considered the belles of the
ball and: queens of soclety, while the poor
débudantes must do ** wallflower,” unless, in.
deed, the husbands come gallantly to the resove
and dance and flirt with them. o

Listen to drawing-room or club conversations
when matrimony is discussed, and note how
irroverent and outspoken are the remarks.  *f1t
doesn’t pay, and generally turns out go umntts':
factory ; it is muzh better left alone altogother.
The epithets of “delusion’’ and ‘‘snare” are
freely bestowed, and the idea of being taken in
by such a hollow mockery quite laughed to
scorn. ‘' Romanecel No time for such non-
sense in this enlightened age. Lovet Dead
aund buried long ago, extinet as the mammath;
uo doubt of some nse in bywone days, but at
present * and a suggestive shrug com.
pletes the sentence. *“An endless chase after
money now wmakes the world go round, and all
that is worth earing for is personal aggrandise.
ment and [well-being. O course & few mar.
riages must and do take place, but they are
usually arranged on strietly quid pro guo }»riu-
ciples, each party trying to got the best of the
bargsin.” Then follows a  suggestion, that,
‘“as it has become such & comercial transac-
tion, it might as well be placed oun a footing
with Iaud and houses, and made leasehold. 1t
would pay far better.” Boxides these general
remiatks there are those made by one sex of the
other, aud in which neither spares the adver-
sary.

Men throw down the glove boldly, and sy
that matrimony has really no charm for them,
now that women have become so fast and fri.
valous. They paint their faces, dye their hair,
pad their figures, talk slang, drink on the sly,
and loak to marrying as if, like charity, 1t
would ¢over a multitude of sing, besides enabling
them to evjoy even more liberty for carrving ou
ipdiscriminate flirzations thao before.  Women
want 5o much in addition to o hasband ; they
wrust have carriages and horses, artistic houses,
old Chins, Paris dresses, diamond suites, un.
limited packet money, and an endley round of
gatety and amusement, and for all thess what
return do they make ! If they have fortunes
they know how to spend them ; if beauty, they
ouly flirt outragrously with other men, Now
and then there are a fow girls to he met with
possessing a little senre, Lut the only use they
make of 1t is to rush into the other extreme,
brcome totally unfeminine, push into men’s
waork, ape their dress, and altogether tuake guys
sud horrors of themselves. *“ No, no matr-
mony, thank you, on any of thease terma™

Of course the othersex cannot be expected to
listen to thess charges and aspersions with
pativnce.  They stand up in their own defence,
and give back as good as they gt They say
that thede excutses much resemble thosse made by
the woll in convemsation with the lamb, The
fact is, men are so istensely selfiah, so nowilling
to give up any pleasure or laxury of bachelor
days. They want to o on having stalls at
every theatr, the beat of wine and cigars,
exotic button-holes for themselves aud bongueta
for opera singers, bracelets for ballet girls, aud
little suppers all reund, 1o say nothing of un-
limited loo and emlless bets on every misernbla
Hitde race that takes place, besides other still
mone expensive matters, not to be mentioned
even in a’ whisper, save by their own guilty
conscienc. s, o uot men always seek and evi-
dently prefer the society of ** faat” gitls ¢ Why,
then, express surprise if they are waken ae
madels to be carefully and diligently enpied?
Nice dieswax are ratled axtravagant, quiet ones
dowdy, while all «fforts to be studions, ar sensi-
ble, or indu-teicus, are mset by imperiinent re.
warks and disagreeable sneers.

Sa the ball is tossed backwards and forwa, s,
each side bring determined on not yielling an
inch iu their epinions, and Materfamilias tx in
despair berause her daughters are not segtlad,
ami Paterfamilias, who can barely wmake two
ends mret, wondera what will become of them
when he id dead mond gane. | have read that
there are 900,000 more women than men in the
Uunited Kingdom: and this number must per.
force remain unmarried. A3 no ane can salely
say to whom the lot will fall to masry, it ought
to bo the. aim of all to make themaelves, to a
certain extent, indepomlent of the holy state.
In any casr, such as do marry will be sought
from better motives than before s for man must
respect those who respect themselves, and will
qnickly discover that an intelligent, thnfty
woman of cultivated mind and good heart,
capable of turning her hand to most things and
add her i
more desirable wife than a silly, heartlean dol}
who does not kuow a veedle from a pin, nor a
lng of mutton from a saddle, and whose know.
ledge of literature is a hazy retaembrunee of the

might,
habit of ““marrying for marryings sake' ; while
the men,. ficchog w0 much more required on
their part, might in turn, bs induced to endea-
lvor‘to work up to the denired standard of excel.
€1Ce.

JOURNALISTIC ENTERPRISE.

‘! Tha erack reporter of w Brooklyn evening

{mp«r,"‘m the story is told by his admiring fel-
: low journuliste, has displayed an ent rprise and
A redanrce rire «ven in-American jowinalism, - If
the story itsell in not o produce of Aweticay

quota to the general earnings, makes a !

teashicst bovels,. Wrmen, too, wonld not be |
com‘lwllefl to marry simply for a settlement, and
in -time, gradually lgwe that foolish

-humour, this reporter,-sent by an eaily train to

. Trainfield, New Jerscy, to witneas an execution

that morning, on arrival found that the crim.
inal was not to ba hanged till mid-day, i ar.
rangemont nltogether incompatible with the
despateh of his report in time for inwertion in his
paper, isnued at 2 p.m. He therefore hurried off
to the alioriff, aud after pointing out that he
should be » loserof ton dol\xm; if the man under
sentence waa not hanged bofore 12 o’clock, im.
plored that oflicial to give orlers that the
“coramony " shuuld take place an hour earlior,
At first the sherill flatly, and with some indig.
nation, refused, but the reporter at last couxed
him into promising that he would authorire the
change of the hour if the person chiefly concern-
ed would be inducod to consent themto, The
reporter was then admitted without dolay 10
the condemned cell, where he briefly explained
his wishos to ita eccupant, Drinks were freely
partaken of, and the reporter made himwelf so
agrevable that presently the donwmed Jrisoner
voluntrered the astatement that * he did not
mind being hanged an hour befora his time to
oblige so ploasant a fellow.” Thiy M Enanimous
offer was forthwith notitied to the sherit, whe
gave the necessary directions ; snd the ma was
hanged at sleven instead of twelve, thereby wp.
abling the Brook'yn reporter to get off o full,
true, and particalar aceount of the exeeuting 1o
his paper in tiwe for the 2 o'clack iasne.

TIT-BITS FROM DOUGLAS JER L0,

Tue Pritosorny or Borrowise Ve sk
me to m[’;pi_\’ vau with a Hst of boaks, th voy
may purchase the same for your private de}
tion,
foratrath s no wise man evir parehes o &
Fools buy books, and wise mien—~borpw ¢
By respecting, and acting upon this
may obtain a very handsome
ntothing.

Ta-

My dear boy, receive this, atd treasipe

.
RXi0t, Vo
Wheary 4

There are three things that uo man bt 4 foo!
lends—or having lent, is not {5 the most Lane.
lews state of mental erassituds if he vyver Loge ¢,
get hark again. These thers things, wy sun, are
—4¢ books,” utnbeellas,” and “money T 1 b
liewr, a certatn fiction of the law gesguies o
remedy to the borrower ; but 1 knaw 6o paes jn
which any man, being suificiently ard to
gibbet bis reputation ax plainti@Tie el 4 snit,
ever fairly sueceeded against the whailowome pre.
judices of society. )

o sy

Tok upon all barrowed mones
dearly, vichlv earned by your inpeouite in ole
taining it. Pt it to your accanst as the wages
of yoar intellect, your address, vour tevanuy o
se-ductive powers. Lot this tralh, my wn, be
engeaveh upon yout brain pan Ta Larrow money
Ix the very higheat empliyment of the human
intellect ;o pay it baek again, ix 1o apow vane,
se3f a traitor to the genine that has saegessfally
worked within you. . .

You may, hawever, wish to know how to put
off wour ereditor—how o dombioand hom,
should the idiol be elanaraus, Uue answer wy
serve for books, umbreltag, and weney. s
books, by-the.way, you mav always have
them in-a haskuey conch.  (This frequent
dent of book-borrowers, doubtless, arconnts
the literary turn of mad barkuey.cou
Seill, T wall sapply you with ane cathinh ane
swer,

Hopkins once lent Simpaon, his nexta
nvig:h‘mr, an umbrella.  Yia wiil pudpe of
inteilent of Hopking, not so much from the st
of tending an umbrella, but frowm his inane e
deavor to get 1t bark again.

It poured intorrenta, Hopking had au urgent
eall, Hopkina knocked at Simpran’s o
want my umbrella”  Now Simpaon als chad g
catl in a direetly oppasite way ta Hopiis 0 oant
with the boreowed umbretla i hic h
vancing to the thredhold, 1 tell v
Hopkins, "1 want my nmbrelia”
have it,” wabl Simpson,  ** Why, T want o 320
to the Fastend, it mins in torrents s what 7 -
sereamed Hopkins—** what sm | to de Jor an
wnhrella 1 .

Dot answersd Rimpson, darting foom the
door—'"de as T did; borrow one - Fonchs
latters to his Son.

MUSICAL AND DERAMAT IV

Jor Exsrioand Joo Murphy bath go to Au.
stealin next year.

Ma, Jaux Hoerad is likelv to be the Prog
dent of the London Aeaidetiy of Musie.
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Mu. W, E Surrioax. the Amerien o200or,
has made a great hit in Melbonran ay * Lomis X1

SAnnor's new eomedy, © Feadom,' is sl to
be in the style of ** Danict Roohat”

ManaMe PATTt in to have & *'reccp!ion
from the Commaniwealth Cluh, ot her viat te Phibs

delphin in the winter,

Tur Rev, Mr. Miln has lofi the .',“’.Em" for
the stage. and appeared Inst week in Chicago 8
Hamiet,” seoring,. aceonding to the leeal preeson
compliete succons,

THANKS 1o Mra, Langetry, the siags \"”‘l' this
season ba sarfeited with ** The !.Fm-»']“.‘“ Match. ,“T"
lear than nine Indy stars have added it to theie reor
Lot ren, .

C M Gouen, it s reportad, will turn the
Grand Opora House Bito an hotal. The grent man-
ipulntor doos not approve of his son's private roowd
as At prosant armanged, 0

~ Misn CArRIE MasoN, who accampanivd Mmo.
Rivé-King in her Canmlinn tour, has besn engaged na

tho pritn donna of the Hamanyl Conoert Compnny.




