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py»and Mt. Penson shall be immediately liberated.: -A’sensation
difficult to express,, but mingled with gmtxtude, surpnse and j Joy,
for a moment plevented an 'lc{\nowlednrmcnt to’ the” gencrous
‘offer, but Maria perceiving: the lady was ‘now'in” a staie to'be
left, she pressed her hps to her f'orehead, and enhcutmn‘ that she
would seek repose on the bod, -she’staid only ‘to “gain"the name
and address of the fortunate - winner of Mr. Penson’s - properly, .
then hastening to the drawing room, she: wrote to the’ gentleman
requesting that he would . call upon | Jier banker for the amount
of the draft enclosed: .- At the same time requested, that Mr..
- Penson might - be immediately liberated ; her wishes” were of
course complied with, and Maria had (hc heartfelt huppmcss of
sceing her guardian through her generous : exertions restored. to
_his own fire-side, . How much this last -act had - inhanced her
" “value in the fnmnly, we wiil leavc the puhllc to decide.

Major H.... for that was the name of the rrenllcman who had
received Maria’s check waited on the banking {'rm, at-Charing-
cross for the cash. Thevnote from Miss: 'Austin, “though -In-
conic, had been dictated with so_much clegance and feeling us to
inspire the Major with an exalted opinion of the réfined sensibility
of the writer ;—her signature ** Maria Austin,” had also startled
him—and impressed him with.an ardent .desire- to’ become ac-
quainted with the young lady.” The fact was, that” he had once
loveda ¢ Maria ? with so much smcemy, that neitlier time  nor

“distance could {each him to forget her, though he has said that
hitherto ** He never told his love ;" Lhc,objcct of his unchanged
affections proved to be the mother of the charming girl with
whot he was now bLrought in contact. Colone! Austin and
himself had been brother officers in the same regiment, and at
the same time became each enamoured with the lovely daugh-
terof Major Wimpole. Finding that Austin had proposed,and had
been accepted by the young lady, he éxchanged inte a Regts
-then in India from whence he had .never returned until a fow
months previous to the gambling transaction. o
- Having ascertained from the banker an outline of Maria’s
bistory, with a faithful recital of her Into generous conduct lo



