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py, and M.. Ponson shall be immediately liberated. A sensation
diffieult to express, but mingled vith gratitude, surprise and joy,
for a moment prevented an acknowledgrnent to the generous
offer, but Maria perceiving the lady was now in a state to be
left, she pressed her lips to lier forehead, and entrcatibeg that she
would seekc repose on the bed, she taid only to gain the name
and address of the fortunate winner of Mr. Penson's proporty,
then hastening to the drawing room, she wrote te the gentlanmn
requesting that he would call uponlier banker for the amount

of the draft enclosed. At the same tine requested, that Mr.

Penson might be immediately liberated ; her wishes 'erof
course complied with, and Maria liad the hcartfelt happiness of
seing lier guardian through her generous exertibns rcstored ta
his own fire-side. HTow much this last net had inhanced lier
value in the family, we wiil leauve the public to decide.

Major H.. for that was the naine of the gentleman who lad
received Maria's check waited on the banking firm, at Charing-
cross for the cash. The note from Miss Austin, thougli la-
conic. had been dictated with so mucli elegance and feeling ns to

inspire the Major with an exalted opinion of the refined sensibility
of the writer ;-her signature " Maria Austin,' had also startled

him-and impressed him with an ardent clesire to become ac-

quainted with the young lady. The fact was, that lie hîad once

loved a " Maria Ivith so much sincerity, that neit ier time nor
distance could teach him to forget ber, though he hasaid that

hitherto " -te never told his love ;" the.object of bis unchanged
affectionqs proved to be tho nother of the charming girl with
vhorm ho was nov broughît in contact. Colonel Austin and

himself had been brother offlcers in the same regiment, and at
the same time became each enamoured ývith the lovely daugh-
ter of Major Wimpole. Finding that Austin had proposed,.nd had
been accepted by the young lady, hue exchanged into a Regt.
thon in India from vhence he had never returned until a fcw
months previous to the ganibling transaction.

Hlaving ascertained fron the banker an outline of Maria's
history, with a faithfil recital of ber lato generous conduct Io


