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quite quiet a§ sic spoke-"-ý very w~ell, Sid, just as you
pîcase. I'm sorry I ixiade sucîx a fuss about it," and
with a little niirthless iaugli, she %vas gone.

IlCatà' understand wliat's corne over the girl," mut-
tcred Sidney; IlSlie usen't ta bic so unreasonable and
cap-eicious- women are strange creatures, anybow,"
and coinfarting hirnself with.this philosophical tid-
bid, lie took up his book again.

P'ART III

'l'le ten days were nearly over, and today Frank
Vereker would leave for Marseilles. The trio dined
alone in their private roorn that niglit, and Sidney
and Fratik iound scarcely a ivord to, sa>'. Buit if they
wcre sulent, Esme <bld tatlk-ing enougli for ill tbree of
tliern;, in fact, so higli were lier spirits and gay hier
lauigliter, that Sidney fêlt vc,<ed nt lier wvant of con-
sideration; it seenied alniost as though slic %%as anx-
ious to show bis ohl chunm how glad sic wvas at the
prospect of bis ilcar departurc.

But thie mecal camne ta an end at last, and Sidney
proposed thecy should take a carniage and drive ta
the Bois le Bloulognel. Teii minutes bater saw~ therin
rolling smoothly over the main avenue. l'lie car-
uiagce was disinissed and thicy strolled towvarcl the less
frequented paths.

The nioon wvas shcdding a silvcry ligbt on the leaf-
less trccs and threwv btrange shadows froin their
gaunt and outstretclied arms ; the air, zoo, despite
tbe fact tbat the monti wvas November, wvas warn
and still. At tirnes thc bribliant liglit would lie ob-
scurcd liy liuge masses of heavy clouds, and aé. J&v-.c
tinies the atrnospbecre secnied oppressive and in the
dark deptlis of tic Bois imagination picturcd figurcs,
weird and uticarthly.

They wvere passing one ai the rustic scats and talk-
ing of the comilig wintcr, Mien ant old gentleman
rose quickly and touchcd Sidney on the. arru. Il"Mr.
1larton, you are the very unan 1 wanited to sec.. l.
called at vour hotel this afternaan, but-you iwcre out.
Can you spare muc five minutes. nowv? 1 wiIl not
detair. you loniger."

"Strangely enougli, 1 went round to-tbe batik ta
se .ou today," said Sidney, smibing. '*Youi go on,
Esmre, I will join you in a fe\w minutes." He iuodded
smiling ta bis wvifé, and the two wakdsloWly on.
Once alonc %vith Vcercker,'Esmne see:ncd struck-with.
the saine silence wvhich lhad opprcssed hier busband
and bis friend, and for some time cadi was occupied
with bis or hien own tboukhts.

Esmnc's thoughts wec fuli of pain, atld shamne titat
she, tbe proud, indiffectgirl, thce.Esnie who used ta
scoif at anything approaching sentimental attacli-
ment, slîould lic so drawn to. thé taîl mai wvalking at

lier side, a man wbose strong, truc face calted for the
canfidence apid love of hcer wvoman's hicart, and to'
have" that heart bound for lite téoane she liked but
could nèver love! Her husband's truc, uncrring
dévotion and deference to ber sligbtest wisb wcre
forgotten in the wild pain of confcssing to, herseif
that bier soul had awakened too laie, and the idol of
bier hcart wvas, witbin a fcw short hours, to bcave bier
forever.

And Frank-how was bis mind occupied? He,
tan, bad learned lis lesson, and, thougli bs greatest de-
sire wvas ta takec the woman at bis side to his hcart, and
tell lier ail, bis bonor, his fealty to, his fricnd, bade
him keep silence, and to thc monotonous, muffled
sound of their footstcps on the leaf strewn path, kcpt
*time the hopeless-rciteration 'in his soul,-- IlShe is
Sidney's wifé, Sidney's wife, Sidncy's wifcY" Then
the moon shown, out brightly and the path took a
turn to the lcft. With anc accord tbey stood irre-
soluté and looked into cadi others eyes.

Lovc's eyes are keu. IlO God !" murmured
Verekier, clenching bis bands and sctting hi s teeth
bard, w~hile lie bent bis liead 10w to look in lier face;

0O God 1 and 1 may flot even toucli you."P
Mien came a terrible temptation to him, one that

inade him draw his breath in short, quick gasps,
wbule bis face turncd ashy pale. Sbe came close to
him, laid lier white, unglovcd bands on his brcast
and held hcer beautiful Éace up close to his.

IlDon't," lie gasped, "for God's sake, don't! I cah-
not bear it. Your husband! Tbink!

But she dlid flot move. Hcr face wvas almost touch-
iing bis own ; as lie lient lowv in bis agony bier Per-
funied liair brusbed against him ; tbe exquisite lips
werc close -ta bis as she wvhispcred, " don't leave me-
or my heart ivili break." Then .the mnans passion
overcam e im, the temptation was too strong. .He
was but mortal and, on the impulse of tbe moment,
lie caught hêr in bis arims,and held bier close, close.to
bis wildly beating heart. IlEsme, my love 1 my dar-
bing b fate bas bcii very cruel to, us, but wc must
abide 4y it ; kiss me once, my swcet, and then, good-
' by for 'er..

He. lifted the drooping head-ald- took the beauti-
face betwecn bis twvo hands, gazing soïrawfully on
the-only waman lic could ever love. Their lips. met
in. oné passianate, cling-ing lciss ; then with a lowv
moan shec covcred her face. with lier bauds and shrank
away from him. Tic clouds had covered the inoon
again and aIl. ivas dark, while the low mfutteringsôf.
distant thifnder heralded. thec,.oming storm. Thé
wind wàs mhoar"irg. pitiously through the leafless
bouglis and makcing- fit «-cconipaniiment to ,their

thouglts,. as tbey .stood apa.i, too ful o wrs


