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WARD TEMPERANCE ASSOCIATIONS AND THE

LIQUOR TRAFFJC.

(To thte Lditor of thte "CanadaCi.en)
SIR,-A case w.hici lias just occurrcd in Toronto may bc inter-

csting ta your rcadcrs as illustrating a mode of prevelîtive therefor,
,%vhicth lins hitherto almnost escaped the attention of Temperance
mcix ; and a mode àlso which is pcculiarly adapted for such organi-
zations as the newly formed Ward Tempcrance Associations of
Toronto, or similar sacieties w.hich may be organized clscîvhere.

St John's Ward already abundantly supplied -vith taverns, ivas
threatcned with a further increase af three, that number lîaving
made application for new tavern licenses ta bath the Provincial and
Dominion Boards af License Caxnmissioners. On behialf ai St.
J ohn's Ward Temperance Association, I had the lionor to appear
before the Provincial License Commissioners ta oppose these licen-
ses being granted, and with the very best resuits, the wliole three
being rcfused.

Unfortunately, no protest or counter petition had been sent ta
the Dominion License Conaissioners, and because of this remiss-
ness ail three had licenses grantcd themn by that Board. How.ever,
it wvas thaughit that certain irregularities w.hich ivere believed ta
exist in the case ai one ai these applicants might be suificient ta
prevent the license being issued, and accardingly a letter ivas ad-
dressed ta the County Judge, as chairman ai the Dominion Board,
calling his attention to the fact that an Mr-. Pattcrson's (the name ai
the applicant) petition a naine appeared ai a man '.vho had leit Uic
city about 18 montbs previously. On Monday and Tuesday the
5thi and 6th ai the present month, the Cammissioners met ta receive
evidence and try the case, the matter resolving itself naturally into
a charge ai fargery against Patterson. At the trial Patterson sware
that hie met Mr. Gai-stan (the name of the part>' w.ha had leit the
cit>') about the middle of February, hie (Mr. Gai-stan) being then an
a two weeks visit ta the city ; that having bis petitian and pen and
ink w.ith him he asked bim ta sign, îvhich Mr. Gai-stan did, using
Mr. Pattcrsons back as a desk ta write an ; this being donc in the
open street Mr. Patterson aiso praduced a witness wha swore that
hie knew Mr-. Garston, and that lie ivas prescrnt when hie signed the
petitian. This ivas the defence. On referring ta the petition itsclf
it ivas found that Mr. Garston's name w.as the best, in fact the onl>'
scholarly written nanie ta bc iound on the paper. The prasecutian
brought two w.itnesscs, anc ai whomn had kcpt Mr-. Garston'b books,
(w.ho kcpt a smail butcher shap) who sworc that Mr. Gai-stan '.'as
altogether incapable*oi writing sucli a signature. The>' also pro-
duccd an attested signature of Garston's which amply confirmeci
their tcstimany. They did flot believe that lie had been in thc city,
but, ai course, could flot swear positively that lic had flot. The
prosecution furtlier brought up another namne from Mr-. Patterson's
petition ai a man wvho had. died, as aur witness thought, in January,
but not bcing able to swear-ta the exact date that ivent for nothing.
Stili another name wvas braught up, being that ai a man wvho hiad
left thes city last fai and gone ta Kingston, anid whose wiie t;aid had
neyer returned since, but the wiie flot being present ta bc sw.orn,
that testimany was also set aside. Amangst 3 1 names hiastil>'
capicd from the petition, 8 wcre faund ta bc objectionabie, the three
instanices just given being samples. The Ccunty Judge, as Chair-
man ai the Commissioners, referred repcatedly ta the charge ai
forger>' as a ver>' grave one, which may, perhaps, partiy accaunt for
the stricti>' legal eyc with which evcrything as evidence was consider-
cd, afld whilst freeiy admitting that grave suspicion had been caat on
the petition, they could not declare that forger>' had been pravcd,
and thereiore the license mnust stanld. Had action in this case been
taken carlier, beiarc the license had been granted, I believe that the
presentatian ai such facts would have effcctually prevcntcd its being
granted. Put the samie effort forth in cvcry ward in the city, at the
proper time, backed up b>' argument and proof, and the nunîber ai
liquor traffickcrs would be niatcrially rcduccd ; the power ai teni-
perance sentiment wauld bc cansolidatcd and made effective, and a
great step in aclvancc would be taken towards aur final goal-Pro-
hibition.

Yours,
jAmEs THOMPSON,

Secretar>', Toronto Temperafice Electoral Union.

CANADIAN.

XVm. McDonaid, M. P. for Cape Breton, lias been elevatcd to the
Senate.

Mr. J. J. 'riîîey, Inspector of Schools, ai Port Hopie, hias been
appointed Inspector loclel Schools ai Ontario, vice G. W. Ross.

'lhle Secretary af the P'rovincial Board of Iiealth lias been notified
af ane or two mild cases of small pox in tlie County of Lambton.

James hiclnerny, macliinist,work*ing atWanzer's factory nt Hamil-
tan, burst a blood îvessel Saturday morning anid died in a few minutes.

The Captain of a Norwegian barque just arrivcd at Montreal reports
the lass ai a schooner with twelve ai lier crew on Uic coast ai New-
foundland.

'llie charge af forýery against Mr. Rabt. McKim, M. PP., came up
Friday at Arthîur. 'l lie eviderice wvas heaid ai-d the case dîsmissedl.

The election of offlcers ofithe Mfidianci Railway of Canada resulted
as follows :-Mr-. josephi Hickson; Presidetît; Mr. George A. Cox, ist
Vice-Presideiît, and Mr. WVm. Gooderham, 2nd Vice.Prcsident.

At Port Colborne, May 12.-About a lîundrcd andl fiuty pounds of
glycerine in Mr. Dunbar's magazine expluded. The men had quit '.901k
about an hour before it occurred. It ivas caused by the building taking
fire. The shock xvas feit for miles; no oîîe w.as injured.

Henceiorth Montreal will have a second through route ta Toronto.
The Ontario & Quebec Railway freight trains will comnmence running
between Montreal and Toronto shortly, but passenger traffic xviii not
commence tilI July.

36,920 immigrants arrived in the Dominion fromn january ist ta the
3 oth ai April inclusive, against 38,132 last year. 0f tiese 16,379 went
ta the United States, Ieaving 20,55o as settled in the Dominion, against
22,255 last year-

Farmers have nearly finislîed seeding along the lino of the Canada
Pacifie in Manitoba. A very much larger acreage than last year lias
been sown.

A large body ai Italian laborers on tlie Canadian Pacifie are-on
strike, and serjous trouble is féared.

The three C. P. R. îîew iran steaînships Algoma, Alberta and Atita.
baska have arrived at Owen Sound ta take tixeir places on tlîc line at
once ta Part Arthur.

At Hamilton, on May 14th, a young man named George Smith was
iound droxvned in a creek near Waterdown village, north ai tlîis city.
He had gone out fishing, aîîd not returniiîdlast night, searcli xvas made
this moraing with tlîe abuve resuit. He lived xvith hîs mother, wlio is
an aged w.ido.

John McGill, a farmer living about two miles u( of Pictun, on the
road to Smith's Bay, hiung himself whilst laboring under
a fit of temporary insanity, caused by his being very severely crippled,
the recuit ai having lus feet and hands frozen last winter white under
the influence af liquor.

Arthur Watson, aged 61, a tailar wha resided in London East, ivas
arrested about hialf past four p.m. on Wcdnesday, on a charge oi
drunkenness, and placèd in the celîs. At 8.45 it xvas discovered that
lie had strangled lîimseli ta death xvith a long neckerchiei, xvhich hie
had tied in a loop and attached ta the bars; oi the ccll door.

A sad drowning accident occurred at Thi-c Rivers, Que., on Mon-
day. Thîree chuldi-en were playingê in a pond close ta the stationî with
some boards which they had nmade into a raft. rhcy feil off it into the
xvatei-, which, in the centre, is about seven fect in deptli, and tw.o ai
themn were drowned-Corrine Lettellier, aged 9, and Henry St. Hilaire,
aged 8 years.

UNITEDSTATES.

A thoroughi reorganization ai Union Pacific Railway affairs have
been determined upon.

Sanie mass ai lue and great damage ta railroads have !,-e~n caused
by floods in Utah.

A swarm ai locusts nine miles iie bias settlcd iii TexmalcrÀ, Texas,
destroying ail herbage.

At Cleveland, O., fi-o c-ommunicated froin a lime kiln destroycd the
greater part ai Slicrwin, Williams & Co.'s paint xvorks. Loss, $8o,coo.

The Northern Pacific Railxvay refuses ta slîip any ardcnt spirits to
points in or near Indian reservations.

The Marine Bank, Newv York, is hîopeiessiy insolvent, capital, carn-
ings. surplus and ail being swallowed up. Liabilities about $4,500,000.

Gen. Grant and tlie wliole family are saici tn bc totaily ruincd finan-
cially by tic Grant & \v ard failurc. The deficit wilI be 65,oo,000.


