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tor nm-nén AMDRICAY PRREDYTERTAN,

{y Dean, Epiror,—You already know

¢ when I wrote {o our comraon friend,

“Rov. M J?onaldsgn, the letter winoh
% 1 published in yourissuo of the 14th inst.,
4 ag no idea that it would como beforo tho
B¢ of the public.

Editoi BRIPISI AMBRICAN PR.BBYTERIAN,

My Drar Six,—By a mpjority of two
vatos the Synod of Toronto at its late meet-
mg deaded uot to tranemit an oveitie to
thie General Asgembly on the ground that
no dofimte plan was proposed wheieby the
chango said to be very desirable wught be
effected. Tho overture simply prayed the
Assombly to take mto its cousderation the
question referred to, and if possible devise
sotne means by which the ovil complained of
might be remedied. The Syned inits  is-
dom deerdod that the 1emedy should hinve
been at least foreshadowed; and solely be-
cause of tho absence of this the overture
was not transmitted,

< though I do
Jk it my duty
ranalien.

Biet, A friend had told mo that at Jenst
S of ot farmers had sold their fat hogs to
RO vindloy, who bad loft the country with-
B paying them. By “our farmers," I
3 understood “the farmers of my congre-
@8 ion” ; and L was undor +hat fmpression
R on T wroto to the pastor of Port Bur-
1 - but I have nuthonticated, since, that
v farmors” meant the farmers of the
Bnty. You will perhaps say that this is
! o emall error  that it was not worth
B 1o to mention it. It would surely be so,
-0 had nob in our midst some of the des-
: danis of thoso Pharisees which wore o
Eblic post in the days of our Saviour. But
& overy patt of Christ's Vineyard is moro
B 1oss infeoted by that post, we havo
B chore of them here ; and it is for their
Bko that 1 ask you to let me correct that
hight inaccuracy.

not regret its publicity,

‘}
P to give a few words of

It was urged by the minority that the
Synod 18 not responsible for what it is sim-
ply ssked to transmit—that by transmission
an overture does not becomo the overture
of the Synod, or receive its imprimafur,
and that unless there is want of courtesy i
the terms omployed, no good raason ean be
assigned for non-transmission.

It was arguedstill farther that, supposing
gome pien hed been proposed, itmay not be
adopted; and that tho discussion simply of
the prayer of the overture will load either
to its rejoction, or to the adoption of men-
sures to bring about the change desidera.
ted.

T would like, through you, Mr. Editor, or
somo of your correspondents, to have an
answer to thoe following questions :

1st. Didthe Synod of Toronto in tins case
actin nceordance with the practice of the
Church ?

9nd. In transmitting overtures does the
superior Court endurse the action cr the
mothod of vperation of the mferior?

F ond. 1 spoke in my letter of & young
bliariceo from Paris, who, movre than any
hody else, had sown the doadly weeds on
hieso blessed field of the Good Master.,
s give'you an iden of the incniculablo mis-
whiof o had dono in #he wmidst of our denr
B onverts by spreading fhe voriom of pride,
Biealousy and hypoerisy with which ho was
R filléd, lot me tell you only one fact. After
flo torch of the incendiory had des-
troyed our chapel, we respectfully requested
tht peoplo, through theit pastor, to allow
us 16 go into their chapel to pray, during
the hours that thoy had no iced of it. We
wero flatly robuked and turned out of doors,
andor the protext that we were not suffi-
clontly saintly to obtuin such a favor from
them1 and the result was that we were
obliged, during 7 weoks, to worship in tho
snon airl That is tho kind of church unity

. wllxich grows hore, undor the culture of the
Chieago Presbytery. Thisis o specimeon of
it American Protestantism which Dr.
Hodge is making uso of, nou to destroy,
build up Popery in the United

rd, Is it courtesy to an mferior court to
rofuso to transmit an overturo respectful in
its toias, aud on a subject closely connect”
ed with the prosperity of the Church?

but to
Stales.

8rd. Some people are under the itnpres-
sion that tho ‘dear converts from Romo, bty
- whom I am surrounded, are.a band.of beg- |-
ears, who are constantly asking for help,
and never do anything for the gospel cause.
Inorder to correct that falso impression,
allow me to give you the detail and amoun?
of the pecuninry sacrifices made by my
songregation these last 12 months :

To my wund cach of these questions
should beanswored in the negative. Others,
however, out of the Synéd of Torouto, may

at « different answer show!d be giv-
en.. T am fully persunded the Syrod acted
unconstitutionally, and am sorry now as
ono of the mmnority, and  as mover of the
motion for transnmssion, that I &id not give
notico of appeal to tho Goneral Assembly.
Thoro tho -question of constitutionality
would have been settled; and if decided in

Pald
%o help to robuild our College and Chapel- $1,122.50

W Foshor Gavazzy, for Italian Evangeli'n 5000 the negative, then, too, the subject of the
“ Biblo Boclety, - - - = - = " " "7 4000 | seorture would have come up for discus-
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cheerfully [.ii\'en by tho dear sisters and | gditor Brimisit Asenzeay PRESDVIERIAN

brethren’ who form xy congregation.
must confess with regrot that several might
linve given more than they have done : but
I am happy to soy that soveral have really
B 0do heroic sacrifices for the cause of
Christ.

Tt is ovident that if the Baptists and the
Episcopalians, but particularly if the young:
Pharisee: from France, had not spoiled this
movement by shamefully

Sm,—1 recently eame across, in an old
country magazine, the following extract,
whieh, 1t strikes iue, M2y suit somo in
Canada, though tho great mass of “maids”
hero are rather inclined to do tho “talking”
to theur mistresses than vice versa *

“\(’hon T say cducate then. I do not
mean that we shail tench them French and

pgrend ovangelionl i 1 gengrapl v
soreadi Sieions amang the | muste, and even history and geography, ©
proading tho soeds of divisions a g that :vc <holl lecturo them by the limm. or

~uumerous converts from Rome, those con-
'vorts, far from being obliged to ask for
| help, would not only ba .avle to. support
themsolves, but they wonlé have sent help
1o their wenker brothren. Buc'as they aro
10w, in spite of their good will, it would be
A suro doath to this gospel movement if the
nioble Canada Presbyterian Church would
cease from extending to us her helping hand.

And'when, in the name of my deav coun-
f trymen, T thank and  bless the venerable
R pastors, the kind sisters and brethren of
<Canada, who lave supportcd this mission-
.ary work, I ask them again, in the name of
“our common Saviour, not to forsake it in
“their Christian sacrificos, nox to forget it at
. tho merey seat.

their folly, and ignorance,
and shortcomings. Preachng to peoPle,
unlessyou love them, does moré harm than
good ; it is mere waste of breath on your
own part, while thoe chances are that your
mvoluntary _auditor is stupider when you
have finished than wlhen you began—if, -
deed, she is not g0 cross and angry that sho
is somethung worse than stupd, T kuew
o Iady onco—uny, T have known several—
who would say, quite virtuously, ‘I gave
her athorough talking-to, but1tdrdno good!

Of courso it thd not ! "The people who give
you ‘good tatkings-to’ are suro to be brgnt-
cd, narrew-minded, exasperating, and
woarying to flesh and blood.  When you
have to epeak of negleet, disobedionco to
orders, want of punctaahty, &e., &e., five
#C..CHINIQUY. minutes will certainly exhaust all that can
g " | bo said with any effect. A fow firm, mild
! Ste. Anne, Kankakeo Co-, Til, 25th Afnrels, | gopds—let themn be as dceided asyou please
A878. —vill go farther than torrents of angry,
atmless spocch in producmg the desired 1m-
pression. e womon havp & §x\d' charactor
for heing addicted to ‘nagzing each othaer,
and T am sty to own thera is some truth
m tho allegation. 1t 18 a fact, we are too
ondt cfapords. Wo Iiketo repont oursolves,
cmeless of ‘the danger of such yopetition.

the hali-hour on

Truly yours,

id

——-———" — .

Tather Hyacintha has begun his work in
. Getiova, and his proncking 15 causits great
excitement,  The indignation _at the con-
l}‘\}pt of the Popo -in x'orch‘xgwxlx Bgﬁh{mp upoa:

iem ngainst the wagh of the sinic WRE of 1] xopetition,
 good propatation for i ion. 17 the mistress who catls xa ior Ge LT
sl properation hi zecen” : maid-to be lectured-could be fimited in-ten

N . N . s o . . A =
B The Jatest. streteh of Ritualiem:in Bng=| pinutes—if an nccuging conseionco wonld

g, lind is the strenuous advoency, bY s0me Ul 4oy winsper “fime’s up’ —it mizht bo bot-
[ it .clergymen, of prayora-for the deady'| o0ho; Lath apenker and listoner.

~whilgy tho intyodﬁctiomof tho Confesstonal

i alio. agilated.

: “"The «F;nglilh .corveppondent of wZion's
. Herald” inentions the prevalent indulgen
i ity ptizaninntess th wt:xl!ign i\‘pdg
ioles paral rerival

hore jgoporucthing wiong generally in

tho relation of “mistress M\l‘:lﬁ(\jﬂ." ngnt-_
sin ip and how igit to he yomedied 2 Not

Dy good talking:to” Tfear.
. Yauss,

{ment contdined.in the

owith the remstk

Sin,—I soe you nro tired of this quastio
vexatio, the organ, and  threaton lo shut
down your columns against any furtler dis-
cussion on this subjeet, more especially (as
you candully admit) beeanse the argument
Tias been-all on one side, T hope, howover,
you will fry to overcome any predilections
you may have on the subject, and give an
impartial honring to.those who are jonlous
for the purity of our holoved Zion. of
course, in the discharge of the duties of the
Elitorial chait, you must bo allowed to ex-
ercige o cextain amount of arbitrary power,
aud are quite justified in excludmg verbogn
or longthy papers ; but asn denomination-
al newspaper, one of the main objects of
your existence 15 to afford the church an
opportumity of discussing mattors affecting
the welfaro of the body; I trust, therefore,
that with your general courtesy, you will
pormit mo to say & fow worda further on the
s Answors to Reasouns of Dissent,” as given
in tho last General Assembly.

In my last communication I replied to
the last of the apolugies for the use of in-
struments in public worship. T now come
to tho plea put in for tho action of the As-
sembly on the subject. It is that hithrrto
the Presbylerian Church has refrained from
logislating on tho subject, and may there-
fore now decline to oppose whatis admitted
to be now in practice, at least in our chureh.
Strango logie, Mr. Editor, but I pass that
by, and content mysolf by denying the
premises.

The Dritish Presbyterian churches have
on soveral occastons legislated on the sub-
jeet, and so also has the Canadian branch
of tho Church. [Iu 1644, when Presbytory
was eetablished i England, Dr. Burney, an
emment musician, teils us that the Assembly
of Divines at Westminstor, at whose recom-
mendation the suporstitious ritual of the
day was abrogated, n new form of divine
worship was established, in which no muste

but };lain singing was allowed.
The legislation of the Presbyterion

Church of Scotland was of n truly practienl
nature ; for when they trundled the vener-
‘ablo.image of good St. Gules into the nor’
loch of Bdinburgh, they at the same time
cloansed tho sanctuary of its musical gods
and. go offectual was the purge, no further
legaslation was required till the year 1807,
when the case of Dr. Ritchie camo up before
the Presbytery of Glasgow, and the follow-
ing resolution was adopted—*That the
Presbytery aro of opinion that the use of
the organ in the public worship of God is
contrary to the law of the Innd, and to the
law and constitution of our established
church, and therefore prolubit it in all the
churches and chapels within their bounds.”

A few years beforo tho death of the late
eminent Dr. Ccok, of Bolfast, he declared
in tho General Assembly of the Presbyter-
ijan Church of Ireland, **that it was a fun-
daxzental law of Jiat church, that the prais-
¢s of the Lord should be sung without the
accompamment of instrumental music, and
it could not be altered.”

Phe United Presbyterian Synod, atits
meetig in Edinburgh m May, 1858, passed
n sories of resolutions commendatory of the
uso of mstrumental music its public worship.
The Rehef body had some years before sil-
enced an instrument that liad been intro-
duced into the chureh in Edinburgh, and it
must lo in tho remembrance of many of
the mombers of the Assembly that an organ
was ordored to bo removod from the church
at Brockwille by the dynod of the Presby-
teran Church of Conada, while in 1858 the
Synod of tho Umited Presbyterian: Church
of Canada, at ats meeting in Hamilton, ad.
opted the following motion : *“That the use
of nusical instruments i conducting the
pubhe worslip of God in Inghly inoxpedient,
and order the Presbytery of London to use
diligenco to sco that the congregation of
London conse from the practice compiained
of.”” I deny, therefore, that Iuthorto the
Presbyterian Chureh hias reframed from
legislntion on the subject. It may ba tho
legwlation may vot have suited tho organ-
15t3, ns thereby these sovoral churches have
committed themselves a8 opposed to the
innovation, and though somo of them have
since fallen-from their teshimony—as I am
ashamed to say the Canada Presbyterian
Gonoral Assembly lias done—the facts-of
tho easo rtand eutuely opposod to the state-
sAuswor to Rensons
1 might go on to show the
1ilogienl npture of the conclusion drawn
froin the proumses, that beénuse tho churels
had not hithorto legslatod on the subject,
sbo would not now legislato 3 but lost'you
should oxclude'mo fiom-your columns on
-aecount of the  too longthy-nature of. this
commumication, I (orx,ti)p progont conclude’
ith 4 {hat the Elders wlio con-
titated the General ‘Assembly of 1872 can,

of Dussent.”

liardly'be said to'have: carned the doubls
Theandn of dkogs WHO BDLE Wkl

My Dear Sin,—In xy romarks on the
communicntion of “J. 8, I had in view
speesnlly what he, not what cerfawn others
bad done. What I smud regardiog the lat

ter was sunply in passing. The subetanee
| of my remarks may be put in the form of
an address to him to the following effect :—
“«You have ohastized certan Protestand
congragations-—a Presbyterian and o Con-
gregational ono—for kecping Chuistmns
day, deriving your knowledge of what they
did from an article in-the Montre.l 1Vt
ness.  Well, in the very anmo.article we
aroe told that certain other cougregativhis—
Presbytenian ones—one of them belon,ging
to your own Church—did the very samo
thig. Itis truo that they did not keop
tho day with as much ‘pomp, and pride
and circumstance’ as the others did. Sull,
they did keop 15, Now, when you weio at
work you should have Inid the bireh on all
without distinetion, You should have
ghowed partiality to none.”

But I coms now tu your questions. Allow
me, at the outset, to show what the com-
pilors of the Westminster Confession of
Faath thought of stated festival-days com-
monly called holy-days. While lughly ap-
proving of seasons of public thankgiving
or fasting “upon specinl emergent occa-
gions,” thoy thus spenk of the other in the
appendis to the Diroctory for the public
worship of God .—There is no dey cum
manded 1o Scripiure to be kept haly under
the Gospel but the Lord's day, which ig the
Christian’s Sabbath. VFestival-dnys, vul-
gorly called holy-days, inving no warrant
m the Word of God, arc not to bo con-
tinued.”

Tind it been the will of the Iead of the

huceh that wo should keop the festival
of Hig birth, we would bave been told so
the ~lenrest terms. But we have nct the
shightest nuthority in Seripture for domyg
go. It is a romarkable fnct that overy
month las been sdvocated in the Christian
Churchh as thatin wlich our Lord wns
born, The 26th of December was cortainly
not the day on which that event took place.
Christmas was ongmally a heathen festival,
which the Popish Church treated somo-
what s sho treated the statno of Jupiter at
Rome when she taok the thunderbolts out
< f its hands, and put in their place a pair of
koys, nud then called it St. Peotor. Keeping
Christmas 18 worslupping God in n way not
appointed m His Word, which tho Shorter
Catecinsm veory justly terms abroach of the
second comragndment. Dr. Miller, in his
work on Prosbyterianism, speaking of cer-
tain propomilons regarding holy-days
-vhich }10 as proved, says i—“If thero {e
1o warrant in God's Word for any obser-
vanees of this kind ¢ if, on the contrary, tho
Seviptures prsitively discourage them; if
the history of their introduction and in-
creaso mark an unhsllowed origm; if, when
we onco open tho door to such human in-
ventions, no ono can say how or when it
mny bo closed; and if the observance of
days not nppointed of God has ever boen
found to exert an unfriendly influenco on
whe sanctification of that holy-day which
God has appointed, surely wo need .no
furthor proof that it is wise to discord them
from an ccclesiastical systom.”

If it be proper to keep Christmas dny, it
i(gequnlly go to keep Circumaision day,

ood Friday, Easter Suunday, and other
dnys of o like kind, Yos, on the samo
principlo, tho uso of lighted candles in
churches during the dey, the sign of the
oross in baptism, bowing at the name Jesus,
turning to the east in prayer, and an im-
monse numbor of observances of the samo
nature could be justified.

You will see from tho foregoing that I
.ut the keeping of Christmas and Good
{«‘ridz;y in the same hst, and why I do so.

While I am on this subject I may re-
mark that the argument used by many in
favor of keeping Chet stmas, taken from the
Tandly feclings wliohit is fitted to promote,
wpplios equally woll for the keeping of New
Year's Day. To these latter no one can
reasonably object.
You express s dosiro to havo a friondly
tilt with me. Comoon then. I shall have
much pleasure accommodating you.

Yon ¢s respeetfully,
A CANADA PRESBYTERIAN,

PRESBYTERY OF TORONTO.

At a special meeting of the “Presbytory
of Torouto—C. P. Chirch—a eall was pro-
Jueod nnd sustained from the congregation
of Markham to the Rev. Donald MeIntosh,
preacher of the gospsl. Thneall vas sighed
by 90 merabors, and concurred in by 40 ad-
baronts. The selary promused is $650, in-
cluding tho house rent.

At tho same meotng an oxtract m'mutel
was read from tho Presvytery of Simeos,
from which it appeared that the Rov.
George Burnfield, of Cookstown, O., had
accepted of the eall from tho congrogation
of Scarborough, and it was agreed to in-
duct Mr. Burnfierd into tho chargo of said

Rov. K. Potugrow, of Weston, to preach:
Professor Grogg, of Toronto, to reside and,
dohver tho chargo ‘to the mimster; and
Rov. T. Dick, of Richmond Hill, {o address
tho-cengregation. The services 1o be con-
duoted 1 Xnox Church, commencing.at 11
& 1m.

e —————

Tho London-Missionary ‘Society. propose.
to establich &, mission among tho savage,
trenchorous, and’ bloodthirsty natives of
Nyw Guihios, and-w number;of missionaries
are readyto undertake the dangsrous work..
Miss Baxter, of Duiides, lias - Yovided. u
saxaor to.wid tham.jn their w @

+

congregation on Wednesday, the Gth inst.; ¢
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grogation for tho trans stion  of busi-
ness was  lold on Monday evening,
March Blst. Tho chair was occupled by
the pastor, Kev. R, Rolgers.  Reports con-
cornmng the state of the congregation and
the several dopartmonts of work were roml,
From theso 1t appeared that the Sabbath
Soliool has an averago attendance of over
Lundred, with 1756 on the roll, and that it
contmuos fo inorepso. The number of
teachers 1s twelve, The amount collected
for congregational purposes during the year
has been $2,8056, bmng $5650 for stipend,
81100 for Mapse bumlding, 8972 for new
church in Nottawa, §49 for Sabbath School,
§244 for rent. poxton’s salary, &ec., loaving
a balance on  hand of §80, which is to be
approprinted to the improvement of tho
church proporty. In addition to thi. thore
hns beon collected for the schemes of the
Churah the sum of §64, which kas been ap-
propriated as follows —I¥or Ilome Migsion
$30, for Foreign Miassion $10, for Knox Col-
logo $10, for the Assombly Fund 5, and for
the Widows' and Orphans’ Fund $9. We
are glad to bo able to stato that the work
of the manse is progressing favorably, and
that 1t 18 oxpected to bo ready for oceupa-
tion on tho 1st of July, Tho congregation
have, nioreover, purchased a plot of five
acres for n cemetery, at o cost of $250, half
of which 18 elready-pvd.  The report call-
od tho spocinl attention of the congregatidn
to tho lack of church necommodation.
great difficulty has been folt for some timo
m giving such accommodation to strangers
and now comers as is dosirable.  'We hope
that this hint will erolong take practical
shape, snd that in due tuno tho suitable
yemedy will be provided. In closing their
roport, the managers aro of opinion that, as
a congregation, thero is great reason t:o;'
thankfulness, and in view of tho prospority
which, by tho blessing of God, they have
engoyed, they feel that, as a people, they
should bo encouraged nid stirred up to
more zeal and hborality m the workof their.
Divine Mastor for the future. Itis worthy
of note that over 8450 of $he money collect-
¢il for the manse has been secured by the
efforts of the ladies, for which & coxrdial
voto of thanks was given to them by the
meeting. A unanimous ‘vole of thanks
was also tendered to Messra. Garland and
Thompson and the other members of the
choxr for tho officiont aid they had rendored
1n conducting the sorvico of praiso during
tho pust year. Aftor the usual business
had been finished the Rev. R. Rodgers was
raquosted to leavo the chair, which wastak-
en by Mr. E. Thompson, when it was un-
ammously agreed that the Pastor’s salary
bo raised to $800 from dato.—CoxM.

[We aro very much pleaged with the
above excecdingly favorable roport,, which
must bo gratifying alike to the respoctei
pastor and to the wholo congregation.
Whon Mr. Rodgora was sottled in Colling-
wood it was the “day of small things” for
Prosbyterianism; and we congratulatchimon
tho improvement manifested in tha position
of the congregation, and shall be glad to
announce, at an early date, the comrmence-
mont of a new church such as shall bo suit-
able for the incroased numbers and woalth
of tho charge.—EDp. B. A. .}

APPOINTMENTS OF STUDENTS, &c.

1n ou> next issue wo shall publish 2 sy-
nopsis of the Minutes of the Home Mission
Commtteo meeting held in Toronto last
week. Meantime wo give & list of appoint-
monts of Students and othors, as received
from tho Rov. R. H. Warden, Secretary of
the Committee. Ounly the names of the
Presbyteries {not Stations) to which they
aro assigned is given :—

MoxTRuAL—Mossrs. J. Cochrano, 1. Brouiliette, Re
Wett, F. McLood, and D. McRao.

orrawa--dessrs, 3. M. Rateliffo, T. McRao, ..
Curtes, G.17 Kay, G. Munro, — Flotcher, and W.

Gollaghor, (1as¢ thros months).

BrocrviLuE—essrs. Eb, McLaren, W. R. Lettel,
1V. Hoffman, H, P. Craig, and A. Glendiuning.

KrxosToN—2{e3srs. W. 2L, Martin, Allan Boll sud A
Matthows.

Conotnu—>essrs. J. R. &, Burnets and W. Reid.

OxTARIO—Messrs, B, W. Partos, It. Scoty sud D
Comoron.

Torovro—Mossrs J Sorimgor, A. Gilray, D, L, Mu-
Keohnie, W. Amos, D. Tatt. and Rov, J. Camp~
ball.

Siatcon—Mosars. R. Guan, R Benttle, W €. Aru-
strong, and H. MoFadyon, {after 1st Junc).

HatiLrox—essrs. J. McClung, R. Thyane, oud A.
F Tully.

T'ARIs—N 05508,
ander,

Guntrd~—ossts. 8. W, Flsher, Nell Currle,-Alvs.
‘Hamilton aud Dantel Beattio.

STnaTPORD-Mr. A, Y. Haxtloy. -

Toxnon~—Mossrs..C. D. McDonald, I, A Medlmon,
J' McQueen, J. A Vennosts and Rov. A, MoNaugh-
ton.

CraTHAN—Messrs. G G, ;tmoddu:, M. Coulter,
Alox. Scott and Rev, (-Jewioson.

“Honox~Mossrs. J. Baptio, W. J. Smit, T. Thotap~
fon, R, Fowlio, and &, McGilray.
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