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towns, t' e difficulty would be at once remxoved. Il stating this circum-
stance, we do not w i-'I to reflect ulpoli the agr-icultuial r-mnnity, whn
constitutite the boue and siinew of the t untry. There tre, doubtIess, causes
that nay account fur this difference in libeiality bctween city and country
conigregatiuns. It is the dilference of irtnshtnces, huwever, that accounts
for it. For, group together, iisuellaneously, a hundred iembers of a town
with a Iundred of, a rural chairge, anid you vil find that, in substantial
weiLth, and in the ainount laid by froi- year to year, the litter, with, in-
iteed, far less uttward iow%, are stperior to the former. But the farier,
on the other hand, ha1ig l 0s n1ey pa ing through is pocket, and hav-
ing the Chief suppuit of lis ftamily dciiv ed fromt the farmn, commnits the
double error (f lttaing an unue value tu imouey, is comutpared ivith pro-
ittue, anîld of givinîg hiz, imtinister the credit of having (in cloud-laind) a store,
whieh, like his on. n faili, supies him w ith iearly all his necessary pro-
visionsCý. On the contrary, tt- citizen, iaving -verything to pirchase, is
wyell nîwae of the natute of fmiil expenes,ai tiakes allowance for themî
in contribtiti ntg towaris nisterial support.

But we feel that me would be doing injuxstice to utr people did we not
a tlude Lu anuther cause of inadlequate pa:toiial support. li common with
all our b>rethuren in the miistry, we u ofess tht wve are men of like pas-
iuns with our people, and pleai guilty to many .,oirteomiings in duty.
Have we not .unong t., titoSe who are iot ,o faitifttl, zealouts and carnest

as they uttght tu le ? A brother mint er once renarked to us, " I awayq
find that, wherlver a pa.4tor is liabon iig earntistly, and with his whole soul
mn the work, the question of financial dilliultie4 arely arises ; but when
there are coIdie- and hialf-eartedness in the w ork, troubles, pecuniary
and utherwise, are stu to oui." We tIo iot presmi e to say iow far the
observation of our feluw-labourer i. currei-t, or to înas judgetnxt on our
brethren. lIi remnaik is, at least, worthy of pyuyutil ,.onideration-tlie
mot0re especiaiiy as lie is a italble eattiiile wt L d vted earnestness cau
accomplisi, wien croivned with Lte divine blessing.

Thero i., onte coutun in the tailes fron whitih we shink with instine-
the dreai and dislike, and wiiose itncrease and decrt'ease we watch witih the
ame interet a, ithe farner dcrutini.es te weather in thte mîost critical sttte

Of his crops. Need we explain this couinnu to be tiat icaded "Arrears
aetually de " Wlile exiiiting a con.iderable dimuinLtion, since special
attetition was icaled tu the sublIject, yet it still exceeds 5,000,or about 1-32 of
the whole fiuitd. The dilieult problem u suive is, what is tu be (lonte with
i ? and, like the aquating of the t irle, wien one obstacle in the way is
renoved, another tnexpeutedly triss. But it i it not possible to wipe out
tie-se arrears ?

On examiinxg them, it is seen that more than three-fifths of the ainount
are found in the Presbyteries of Motntreal, Grey, and Ontario, and that in
tLe other Presb yteries a % iry small effort wuttl place them in the saune
potition as those of Paris and Stratford. Wiat we suggest is this It will
he found that by dealing with the defauiltitg coigr'egatiuns, they will, in
alinost every case, be ready to liquidate onue-half of their iidebtednecss. Let
the Presbytery atssumte the other half, and raise it by assessnent on the
menbersi. The following table will siuw how atill the amuount required
from cach Presbytery will be

Debt. Siare of Presbytery. Assess't per con
t
.

Ottawa...................180. o. ........ $ 9t 00-----------about 5 cents
Brockville.............. 250 00........ 125 00.................. 15


