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AT a time like the present whcn sucli momentous events are happen.-

tinig day by day on the continent of Europe, and the destinies of
the nations of the world are trembling in the balance, most of us findj

it extreinely difficuit to concentrate our minds on any subjeet whîch is

not directly or indirectly connected with the war. This is flot te lie

woudered at wheit we eonisider that it is by far the most terrible con-

fluet recordcd in history, the resuit of which will influence the future

course of events throughout the whole of the civilized world. The state

of thiligs in Europe has been recentiy very vividly brought home to lis

in Canada, owing to the f act that so, many of us have already lost those

nevar and dear to us on the battlefield or in that great tragedy of the

sealte ,,iniking of the "Lusitainia," but we rejoice to know that Our

,soldier-s ha;ve worthily npheld the traditions of our race, and that this

coiuntry has reason to be proud of lier sono.

In no previous war lias the medical profession, not only of the Bri-

tîsh Islands, but also of the overseas Dominions, played sucli an im-

portant part, and there was ever.ywhere a prompt response to the de-

miand of the army for civiian surgeons to supplement the work of those

belonging to the service. Many of the senior students in the varîou~s

medical sehools also volunteered for employment as dressers.

As you ail know the response f romn those of our profession in Toronto

lias been niost gratifying. The Army Medical Service of the First Con-

tingent took many of the Fellows, and witli the subsequent Contingente,

Clearing Hospital and University of Toronto Base Hospital, there lias

been an inereasing depletion of our ranks. Sixty-one Fellows of the.

Academy of Medicine are now on active service. The medical studeut

body of Toronto University lias not been behind in tlieir response to the.

eall. 0f the undergraduates in medicine, six officers and eighty.eight

men have gone, while there are 252 men serving from the graduate body

of the Faculty of Medicine.

Yon will remember that very soon after the beginning of the wsar

the Fellows of the Academy of Medicine, pledged themselves as a patrie..

tic duty to undertake witliout charge the professional care of the needly

dependents of any men serving with the allied armies during the wal

iPresident's Address: Acadlemy of Medieine, Toronto, 5th Oetober, 1915.


