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Like all other departments or branches of the army, the medical
service as it exists to-day, in England, is the outcome of a gradual pro-
cess of evolution. “It costs more to cure a soldier than to levy a’recruit.’
This quotation expresses the sentiment of the 15th and early part of the
16th centuries. Officers and soldiers of adventure with means could

campaigns of Marlborough it was generally considered effeminate to be
ill. From even such crude notions progress was slow, not from lack of
enthusiasm, of courage or of skill on the part of the Army surgeon, but
rather owing to the fact that little attention was given for a long time
by the authorities to rescuing and succoring the sick or those wounded
in battle. And again, the one great object maturally of the commander-
in-chief then as oW, was to overcome the enemy, and to accom-




