302 The Canade Lancet.

the capillaries aro rolaxed in any particular part, a determination
of blood 13, 1n vbedienve L a hydrodynamic law, an incvitable
result.  Tho vessols having lust their waidity by greatly dimin-
1shed, of not suspended ganglivnie inncrvation, become gorged
with bloud, and the parts presunt the Chatactoristic pheavmena
of nflammauon, * pmu, rudoess, heat,tonsion and swclling™ Thoe
vessels beconing atienuated from cacessivo expausion, 8000
allow oxudaton; with uitimaie disvrganizalion. Tho ductrine
that inflammatiun arises fivm the * irrita.un of a stimmules” has
Jed o an eeror i pracuce futal to madlivns. Tho very term sert
tauon  creates an wstasancvuy soisation of dopressivn.  The
phonomena pruduced by the applistuon of an irritant prove
mcontestably the depressant nawure of thy impresion When
applied tu the web uf 2 trog's fuut, ur the transparont mcesentery,
and viowed with & mictuseupe, the vesscls are scen to contract
aod thoe surtaco bucomo pale, bub as svuu as the impulse
depresses the gaugivw fureo below s antagonist, the vesscls
oxpand and 2 actine slate of wugestion cosucs

Now 1t 45 ovident 1f this be the law, and successful refutation
i challenged, that the vnly therapiatic agent capable of con
tracting congustivn 1s an oxaltaut.  Nuthing herein asserted is
required to bs tahen wo proved until it is contirmed by actual
application. W3 havo svitled the question of treatment to our
own salisfaction, and only ash others to fairly do the sume for
themeclves, In our owa practice, as well asin that of our former
associate, the lato Dr. Lloyd, every case of pncumonia or plourisy
when scen and treated in its incipicnt stage, has been subdued
within forty-cight hours by the admiaistration of a poworful
exaltant; whilo ia that of a neighbouring practitioner, a regular
Rip Van Winklo, who has beon asleep fur tho lust half contury,
and now still swears by the lancet as tho sine qua non of success-
ful treatmont, paticnts bled «d delguium, lio in articulo mortis
for soveral weeks, and too often succumb to the concnrront de-
pression of art and nature A satol'il of this great orh of past
8303 bled & nan who bad sunken into insensibility in a church,
till the patient actually ospired under the operation. Some prac-
titioners adhere with such tenacity to old projudices that they
absolutoly refuso t invesligale any new principle It is said
“ cusnparisoas are wlivuy,” but thoy are nevertheless valoablo as
ovidences of success.  In a case which was takoen as a test, 3




