
A REPLY TO DR. OSLER.

ceased to grow, and may still go on while the physical powers
are in steady decline. The objects that interest the artist nay
vary, and his point of view and method of treatment inay
change, but all this is quite compatible with increasing excel-
lence of artistie product till a period of life far beyond the limit
arbitrarily and hurtfully set by Dr. Osler.

The truth probably is that whatever decay in creative power
becomes a noticeable concomitant of advancing age is due not
to the advance of age so muel as to wrong habits of life. Dr.
Osler, as a pathologist, knows perfectly well that the vast
majority of people, even those who think themselves all right,
are in a pathological, not a physiogical, condition. So long ls
they injure themselves by over-indulging in eating, drinking,
sleeping and the use of stimulants and narcoties, it is mischiev-
ousiy unfair to attribute to the infirmity of age the decay that
is really due to suicidal practices. The wonder in regard to
most persons should be not that they survive with decaying
powers, but that they survive at all. For those who persist in
living to eat, drinking to enjoy, sleeping to enervate and using
whiskey or tobacco to exhilarate or narcotize, curtailment of
creative power is inevitable at any age, and if the inipairment
becomes more noticeable after the meridian of life is past, that
is largely because the mischievous habits have been longer
practiced. Soine constitutions can stand more bad treatment
than others, but none can escape a check in development, even
thongh lioss of power may not be positively predicable.

Dr. Osler is much too careful a scientist to seriously pretend
that age is the truc measure of existence. The standprd is
arbitrary, and to group men according to the number of years
they have been in the world is no more scientific than to group
them according to their weight, or their height, or to reckon
the world's progress by centuries. Doctors thenselves discov-
ered this long ago, and set up the arterial standard. " Man is
as old as his arteries," they said. In our everyday wisdom we
have the proverb, " A man is as old as le feels, a wonan as old as
she looks." We hear much about " young old imien," and "old
young men," paradoxes well understood. Dr. Osler is aware of
this, and also of the famous poetical passage which tells us that
life is not measured by years, but by deeds and thoughts, and
aspirations. This is sound science and good poetry.

But it seemns to us that the radical fallacy of Dr. Osler's
doctrine is shown by something that le 1o-ks upon as confirm-
ing it. He holds that up to the age of forty a man should
devote himself to acquiring knowledge as to matters of fact,
and that not until after that age should he attempt to
generalize. Observation, then, according to him, is tie proper
pursuit of a inan at the height of his powers, while deduction


