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fulfilment of ail the function3, and to the venous circulation in partiuliar."
Wlethr this e'phm-ition be the true one or not, thcre is no doubt that
albuminjuxîria, after it has existed for a long period, abers very matei ially
the normal proportions of the coastituents of the blood. The quaniti-y
of albunine is iiuchii diminisled, and tie number of cells is considerably
lessened, while the chxoesterine and tihe sahs of the serum are augmented.
It contins also on an averaxge, a greater amout of fibiine. Bl'od
altured to so geat an exte-nt, nmiv, louItlvs, produce such an effl. t on
the nervous centres, as to nniteriaMy increase tieir irritalilitv, and tjus
place timn in a 'tate of IigI susceptibility to impressions appIied to the
periplieral extremities of tb nerves cojnnectel with tlcm, and, as a conse-
quxence, convulions result. Even witiout the intervention of eccentric
irritation, this su te of il ritability heiir extreme, mtav, of itself, and witlout
anv apparent mediate interference, give rise to eciamp,ia. There is tiis,
how ever, in the albuminuria of pregnaney, it is not permanent, and, as
the cause is Jimited in time, tlo,e greaît changes whxich we find to take
place ini the ennditioi of the blood, froi the long continuance of what is
called Brit's dieas(, do not so fiequenitly obtain. lence, problbly,
one explanatin of the rarity of urexie intoxication as compared to the
iumber of caes in vlicli albumine is found in the uirine of pregnant
m omen : for it is not every case of Bright's disease even tiat is accon-
panied by u:tit and eîlanpsia. Out of every 100 cases of cute
albuminuria, not more than (;0 or 70 terminate witlh symptoms ofuronenxc
intoxication. Prognanit wonen may iave tie urine lIoaded with albumine
and not exhibit the sligltest tleney to convxlsîioins. Of 41 womnen
witb aIbuminous urine, observed by 1. Bot, but 7 lad convulions ; and
of 20 mnationed by M. M. Devilliers and Revault, 11 onîly were affected
by them. We have repeatedly seen such cases, even wlere dropsical
swellings existed, withouit convilsiotis intervening. Now, wlile we w ould
admit that albuminuria is the principal predisposing cause of puxerperal
echunpsia, we are not rp.ned to go as far as to consider it the onîly one.
There are conditions of the blood otier thxan tlhat caiused by Bi ight's
discase obtaining during gestation, which render that fluid a norbid
stimulant to the nervous centres. These are produced by " aIl agencies
which interfere witlx the proper depuration of tiis fluid dur ing pregnancy.
Suchx are the constipation and insufficient secretion from the bowels
caused by the mecianical pressure of the gravid uterus upon the intes-
tines." The determining causes are principally irritation of tie nerves
of the uterus, vagina, bladder, reetum, intestines, and toxnach ; violent
emotions, such as friglht, anger, and grief.

Eclampsia appears at al] seasons of the year, and at every stage of ges-


