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fulilment of all the functions, and to the venous circulation in particular.”
Whether this explanation be the true one or pot, there 35 no doubt that
albumiouria, after it Lias cxisted for a long period, alters very materially
the normal propurtions of the constituents of the blood.  The quanti-y
of albumine is much diminished, and the number of cells is considerably
lessenied, while the cliolestering and the salts of the serum are augmented,
It contiins also on an averawe, & greater amount of fibtine. Blood
altered to so grcat an extent, mav, doubtless, produce such aun effect on
the mervous cenires, as to materially increase their irritahility, and thus
Place them in a state of high susceptibility 1o impressions applied to the
peripheral extremities of the nerves counected with them, and, as a conse-
quence, convulsions result.  Even without the intervention of eccentrie
irritation, thisstate of hirvitability being extreme, may, of itself, and without
any apparent mediate interference, give rise to eclampsia.  There is this,
however, in the albuminuria of pregnaney, it is not permanent, and, as
the cavso is limited in time, those great changes which we find to take
place in the condition of the blood, from the long continuance of what is
called Bright's disease, do not so frequently obtain.  1lence, probably,
one explanation of the rarity of urmmic intoxication as compared to the
number of cases in which albumine is found in the urine of pregnant
women : for it is not every case of Bright's disease even that is accom-
panied by unemia and eclampsia. Out of every 100 cases of acute
albuminuria, not more than 69 or 70 terminate with symptoms of uriemie
intovication.  P’rognaut women may have the urine loaded with albumine
and not exhilit the slightest tendency to convulsions, Of 41 women
with albuminous urine, observed by M. Blot, but 7 had couvulsions ; and
of 20 mentioned by M. M. Devilliers and Reynault, 11 only were affected
by them.  We have repeatedly seen such cases, even where dropsical
swellings existed, without convulsions iutervening,  Now, while we would
admit that albuminuria is the principal predisposing cause of puerperal
eclimpsia, weare not prepared to go as far as to consider it the ouly one.”
There are conditions of the Llood other than that cansed by Bright's
discase obtaining during gestation, which render that fluid a morbid
stimulant to the nervous centres, These are produced by “ all agencies
which interfere with the proper depuration of this fluid duting pregnancy.
Such are the constipation and insufficient secrction from the bowels
caused by the mechanical pressure of the gravid uterus upon the intes-
tines”” The determining causes are principally irritation of the nerves
of the uterus, vagina, bladder, rectum, intestives, and stomach j violent
emotions, such as fright, anger, and grief.

Eclampsia appears at all seasons of the year, and at every stage of ges-



