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into the base of the neck of the Femur, and encloses the whole joint
us it were in a shut sack. The thickness of this ligament va-
rie, ; upon the upper anl its outer side it is very dense, and here,
strengthened lby the adldition-of ligamentous bands, it is singularly
thick and strong ; while on the iîner and lower side it is so dimin-
ished in density titat it does net possesq one-fifth this strength and
tougrhuess. Unlike other ligaments of this character, it consists of

uiores which interlace with each other in every direction,-so that
the whole forns a structure of great touglness and strength, that
mu:,t reqire at immense force te lacerate it; but dislocation can-
not occur without its rupture-a fact that mnust impress the
ina.gination with somne idea of the force necessary to produce these
accilens. While after somne varieties of fracture of the nieck of the
thigh-bone, it is powerful etiougli te su,-port the whole weiglt of
the body resting upon the fracturei bote.

Again, this cavity et the coxo-femoral articulation is completely
iiied with a serous or synovial membrane which closely covers the
itead and neck of the bone; is reflected on the capsular ligament,
dips downî into the cavity of the acetabulumni ; covers the round
ligament, and is fully reflected over the fatty structure at the
bottom of the joint. This structure coizists of a basement mem-
brae; is supplhed with a systemn of blooi-vessels, and is lined with
epitheuumn celis, whichl produces the mucous exalation, that lubri-
cates the whole surface of the joint.

Tite blood-vessets whieh supply the several structures of the
hip-jott are, nu doubt, sufficient -te nourish and support it in a
iorimal condition, aithioughî all boues covered and surrounded by
a Serous nemnbrane seem te want the faeility of supply, which is
tot vaitiig totiose coveredi wrth muscular tissue : hence, when we
finid the fracture of the nîeck of the Femur te occur within the
capsultir ligament, ne bloud-vessels can arrive at the head of the
bonte, isolated at every part, except by the round ligament; and
no-ddl titis have been originally deficieht, or accidentally torn, the
head vould be without rourishment, ail vascular communication
With the body would cease, and, as a consequence, the bone must
die. lhatsuch has actually oceurred, I have no means of proving;
but it is a result whichm we should do well te keep in view.

Tie fatty matter or fimbrio which lie at the bottom of the
socket 'vere once supposed to be a gland of peculiar structure ,
bit are now found te be masses of fat, lurking in a sort of hollow,
front wleuce the round ligament proceeis, doubtless acting, in,
Some degree, the part of a cushion, se as to stop the vibratory
ilafluenxce of a blow upon the trochater,-it lies hid, as it were,
antd is scarcely influenced by the motion of the joint,-it is cover-
ed with reflections of the synovial membrane,-it seems-greatly to
imirease its.extent, and to afford an abundant supply of lubricating
fluid. These parts may doubtless be injured by a blow upon the


