
10 THE PRINTER'S MISCELLANY.

eéther on land or under the wvater, and ivhat, is
the consequ ence? Are %ve flot deprived of our
daily news. Can the press in tbis dilemma fur-
nish it without that aid? No, indeed. Does
flot these facts, then, lead to the con~viction that
thà-e press is flot ail potesntiai. Obliterate cn-
tirely the telegraph and railroad, and what be-
cornes of the boasted enlightcner? It wvould
then simply be a local disseminator of lew*s.
It is thus seen at a glance, without these twin
co-laborers, the "art preservative " would be a

à mere bagatelle.
Iool, into other branches of industries. It is

but a few ycars ago that boots andi shoes wcere
entirely made by hand. Nowv, arc they?ý Go into
any large shoe factory, and there you -%ili se
ninchinery iii operation tint not oniy cutste
leather, but actuaily pegs andI sews the shoe, rc-
quiring only a guiding hand to bringI theni out
finishbed and conipietc, rcady for the %vearer.

'The saine mnarks of advanccmnent is also, seen
ini the field of agr-iculture. Impiements of vani-
ous kinds and cievices have bcren introduced,
ainiost wonderful to contemplate. Labor.sav-
ing and time-saving machinery are now used
tint probabiy wcre flot thought of a few decades
since, doing away %vith the heavy drudgery tînt
the over-ivorkci f-irnerb.-td to undcrgo to maize
bis fields profitable and to feed the toiling mil-
lions that inhabit large cities e'«eryiwhcre

In order flot to lengthen out this article more
than is actually necessary for nîy purpose, I wvill
flot attempt to eflurnirate '1'c oticer brnches of
induetries in thc land,. >ut %%iil simply say that
the sanie progress macle in one brainch cnn be
scn ini ail otbers, thus shio,%ing that thc cictation
of nman is niet cntirely confincd to the printing
press alon, 'but ail contnihute their equal quota
to bis prosperity anti hippiness.

lThe reasons generailly given to show that
printilg is the "11art preser%-ative,"» is simpiy
thnt it records history as it is mnatie, andi hantis
il down to future postee.ty for their enlighten.
ment anid bcnefit. This is ail truc and cannot
be controvertitil. But is there nothingT cisc that
can do almost cquaily as weil ? Cannot the
:artist, who, lias finisiied, his master-piece, dupi.
cale the sanie, andi cannot the sane bc, donc
over again a thousanti years hence as now?
HL-ve flot the books which first emanateti front
the press of Caxton, Faust, and othersý, to be re-
printed ? '%Vhat bas hecome of ail ofithern ? It
is a well4c-nown fact that I>ut few of them -are ini
existence, and these few, nlo matter how are-

fully guardeti andi watched, will somne lay or
other pass; away froni ail living thiîngs. ius,
1 believe, that every branch of industry tîcat can
cioplicate and muitiply itself, andi keep itself in
existence for untoid years, is equaiiy eriited ta
the sarne privilege of claiming itseif. aide ta
preserve itself without the aid of the press.

Ther is one point ini particular that I %vish
to lay more stress on than another. It is tlhi,
that pninting dcs flot preserve itseif or its fol
lowers more than any other industry does. I
claim tîint any branch of industry, boasting ' îthat
it is superior th-in any other, shouid have vitalitv
andi life enough ini it toi keep its artizans frolu
almost pa-up>erisni, which the printing business
of to-day does flot. Look at the thous-ints or
lîninters ail over this land and Europe, atnti .wîa
is their condition? Are they any degrees above
the mien tInt deive and dig with the picit andi
shovel, -%ho oniy require physicai andi net
mental labor to wvorqy through the day. 1 cia.
flot be convinced that there is arn' more afivan.
t.ige in a pninting office then there is in a shoc.
maker shop, %vhcn the printer gels nlo more thn
the shoenaier. It is generaliy conceded ita
whcre brains are Miost «%wanted there is thc nost
pay, but it don't sen to, be so Mitxtblt poor
disciples of Faust.

Wb%'en the tume comes-shouiti il ever corne
-that the printer is iiftcd far above the level
tînt lie occupies now, then it «wvili be tine
enough Io boast that priflting is the "a4-rt prt.
servaitivreY I>inters bave to strugglc for erran
a îiaiîry existence, like thousands of oticer nue.
chanics. But why shouid it be, if the proession
they folîow is lookedt upon as the ",art preserra
bive ?" Sureiy there oughtbb nuhi

to, protect hini froni penury andi want. It mca
be a iowv standard to grounti my argumnents
upofi, iîut, flevertheiess, they are truc andi cza-.
flot bc gainsaid.

Printing,, offices, like other caiîing.% ar- j
sçpninging up on cvery h'and. Soine arc :short-
liveti anti sanie are iong-iiveci. But ivhy doj
they become dcfunct at ail, when they are fol*
lowving the "1art pnreservative of ail arts"!
Sureiy sornebhing must be wrong soncwbcn.
According to the theories of the art, they oigk
to exist for ever. Here agai ire sce the iricca.
sistency of the quotation.

I could ativance other arguments anc1. t1molits
ini advoeacy of the sade that I havre taken. B
I thinit I have given enough ini the sho.1 si=ce
1Ihave at my command, to, at least, reoia t
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