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natural mark uponi the part oie the sheil used for this purpose. They
aré bbcd. frui end to enid and polished.

The other articles fon~d interred Nwith this skclcton werc : 1. A
number of common fossils occurring in the Treniton limestone, in the
-vicinity of the Bay of Quinté. 2. Several queerly shaped, waterworn
tatones. 3. Several frcsh water shells so much dccayed that they could
not be preserved. 4. A few sniall lumps of iron ochre pcrhiaps used
foi' painting the face. 5. The brcast bone of an eagle. *6. A bear's
tusk. ý. A tooth of a beaver. It is said that Itidians of other parts
of the continent uscd beaver tccth for scraping the flesh froin the
hides in the proceÉs of tanning.* S. A pair of hiorn-corcs resembling
thoe of à rayù, a circunistance of difficuit, reconcilation with the
undoubted aiitiquity of these works, unless the existence of the wild
shup of the Rocky Mountains be tak-en into consideration.t

'Éhe number ot crania taken fromn this mound in a good state of
preservation, is five. These are now ini the possession of the writer.
There were perliaps a dozen- bodies origiaally deposited in this work.

Wýhatever be the origin of these remains, it is clear that the Mas-
sassaga Indians were not the builders of the works in which they are
entombedb since this tribe, it is weIl known, buried their dcad in 'wrap-
pers of hirch-bark, and laid theru at full lengt«h a few inches beneath
the surface of the soil, as the sand-hills about Belleville clearly prove.
The remains found in the siurface-soul of the mouncis are perhaps of
their interment ; but the skeletons found in the sitting posture belong
to, some other and far carlier race. The question, to what race, is
wrapt in the sanie niystery that overhangs the ancient mound struc-
tures which, lie in the remoter regions of the West, and which of late
years have been the subjeet of su xnuch philosophical speculation.

* Thîs information Nvas obtalned from Âssikinack, an Odahwah chief of the Xiaaitoulin
1sianci, Who lu now aged about 104 ycars.

*t Týhe aboya Iist ot arti-cles n*ri-Yeponds in many particulars with the romains foiiimd by
Da.% Drakoe, In a meouid exàmiaed by hfim, in the vicinity «f Oinib"nti, an ïsoont of Wbich.
la givex< i the "Biography and Jlistory ai' the Indians of North Amcrica," by Samuel G.

ike. lo'ch adtion, page 41.


