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On Excipients for Pills,*

DY T. . MUSTWICRK.

——

After reading Mr, Savage’s paper on this
subject, I must say T was rather astonished
at his novel auggestion for making creasote
pills, and it occured to me, that a patient
taking theso wax pills might find it necessary
to take n dose of turpentine as well, to ensire
their solution in the stomach,—neither a very
pleasent nor practicable idea. It has fallen
to my lot to have had considerable experience
in the making of creasote pills, and I have no
hesitation in saying, that My, Savage’s plan
is not the best; which assertion, I think, will
be fully borne out by my statements.

I have carefully prepared the formeulw
marked A, C. B, F. M. Nos. 4 and 5, they
being the principal ones and dissimilar, 1
will now start with the fact hefore me that
crumb of bread is the best excipient fur theso
?ills, excepting in such cases as the forirula

", they requiring a difficrent treatmnent.
Liquorice powder is about the list thing I
should have thought of using as an absorbent
of creasote or moisture generally, there being
several others very superior,—about the best
of all being 1ycopodimm,

A—Creasobi....cceeeiierenceiinnnnns gtt. i
Pil. Sapon. Co.. ... ool gr. diss,
Micw Panis +oooovveennennnn... g dss,
Lycopod. ... . cocoovinn . gr. i

Tt Pilioevnnn... . mvij.

Instead of being 6 to 7 grains, and no doubt
difficult to roll, I have here six very nico
pills of the ordinary §-grain size, rolled out
beautifully, and retaining cvery particle of
creasote.

C.—Creasoti vovvveve wvvereen. eees gLE. 1.
Mico Panis....oeveeiinrennns g, iij.
Lycopod. ......... eeeeretranns or. i.
Pastre Tragac....ooeeereennne. Q. s.

Ft. Pil. feveecenernnnns mvj.

Make up very nicely: 3 grains of bread
quite sufficient, and tragacanth paste enough
to make the oil and bread thoroughly homo-
geneous ; this being too soft to roll, lycopo-
divm was added, they then rolled out tolera-
bly well, and are very little larger than the
ordinary -grain size, with all the creasote
retained.

E.—Creasoti.. cveeevt voreeerennnn. git. ij
Saponis ........... R I
Micte Panis...... R A R
P. Tragac. Co..ocoverrvennnnns gr. iss.

Pt Pil. feveeevninnn, MV,

Being much too soft after mixing the three
first, pulv. tragac. co. was added with the
best effect; they rolled out well, are a very
clean pill, but larger than any of “the others,
being the size of alarge 5-grain pill. Creasote
completely retained.

Fo—Creasoti «ooeereernnecrnnnnenes gtt. 1ij.
Pil. Sapon. Co. ............... gr. v.
Lycopod. «.covevrvuvenenrnennnns gr. i
Pulv. Tragac. Co. gr. i.

Ft. Pil. ij...... eee MV]L

The two first making a semi-fluid mass, and
Iycopodium being not absorbent enough, I
added pulv. tragac co. again with good effect,
as it made a good mass, rolled out well, and

the two Yi]ls are of the usual 41 grain size,

against thoseof Mr. S. 7}-grains'each. Crea-

sote completely retained.
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AL-~TFerri Sulphteaaeeaecieennnnannns ar. i.
Pil. Galb, Co.....veeveennnnns gv. iiss,

Ol Menthe ............... e gt 0

Lycopod. ....ccovrvurnnnnnn. oo g1 L

Ft. Pil. f..oeevivnnninns mjv.

The first thrce made » mass too soft to roll;
the lyespodinm being added, it was then in &
fit stato to roll ; malkea ordinary-sized pills.
No. 4,--01, Croton.............. ... att. i

Pil. Sapon. Co.. ........ . gu. ij.

Micre Panisi.............e ur. 1. Z
Ft. Pil. i.....ouv.eeeee. mj.
Made up very easily into small-sized pills.
Nou. 5. —0L, Crotun. coveeenvannnens att, 1, |
Pulv. Opiiecennenninnnn, gr. A
Micre Panis....coiieinennen, [ TN
Paste Tragac. ...... Cernenes e 8. :
Ft. Pil. i e avj.

Made rather soft pills, hut as they have.
kept their shape there is no reason to alter,
the formula.

“If it is necessary tu give creasote i pills
at all,” why use liquorice povder, which is,
objectiunable on account of its bulk, and wax, |
which is ejually su hecause of its insolubility, |
when such simple nids as Lread, tragacanth
paste, aud Iycupudium, are to be found 1y
every druggist’s shop? The rationale of the
process is as follows:—Thebread givesstamina |
and bulk to the pills, while the paste gi\'cs'
adhesiveness, but as this is sometimes gained |
at the exponse of consistency, it is then neces-
sary to add an absorbent, as lycopodinm, and
this is a better absorbent than tragacanth .
powder, by reasvn of its not causing the pill .
to get very hard as the latter does. In my
opinion, the compound tragacanth powder is |
to be prefexrred before the siple.

A word now asfto tragacanth paste, whicl 1s |
the ordinary gum paste used for sticking on
labels in druggist's shops. As an excipient |
for pills it is really A 1, the most refractory |
masses, whether resinous, oleaginous or vther-
wise being rendered quite docile,--that is, of
course, if nof too soft in the first instance. |
Dr. Redwood, in his ¢Practical Pharmacy,’
says, ¢‘the effect in some cases of a judici-
ously selected excipient is quite swprising.” |
So it appears from some of the exancples 1
havo given. !

While on this subject there is one form of,
pill which frequently proves a puzzler. Ttis!
useless in trying to make 5 graius of powdered |
camphor into a pill by means of conf. roses,
treacle, gum paste, cte., 50 as to be of a swal-
lowable size; buta dozen of such may be
made quickly and admirably by the aid of
three or four drops of castor oil, and a drop
of sp. v. r. if disposed to crmnble, It is but
a step from pills to pill pounce, and in the

| extract its active principles.

0On o New Liquor Ergotw.

nY EDWARD LoNG, M. R. ¢ 8.%

In somo correspondence with Dr. Waring
Curran, on therapeutics, principally in con-
nection with pharmacey, he mentioned to me
that hie had been for o Juny time studying the
actions and uses of ergot of rye, and hadin
practice experienced much inconvenience from
being compelled to rely solely on the fresh
powder made into infusion extemporane-
vusly in the oedinary way, for waut of any
other reliable preparation of it. Tho same
iden anust have frequently veeurred to every
man in midwifery practice, as it wmust be un-
pleasant and undesireable for a physician to
have to turn phavmacien at tho patient’s
house, perhapsin the sick réum, not to men-
tion the delay, the more su as the female
portion of the community have become uite
familiar with the whole process, with the
result that instead of ergot beeuving thevely
a pupular remedy, it 13 quito the reverse,
They don't like it any sense; it is disagrec-
able and naunsecous tu the taste, and they have
a prejudice against it, froin hearing that it is
a very active, and it may be dangerous, drug:
in unsgkilful hands, no doubt exaggerating,
after tho manner of the sev, all they have
heard,

It would, therefore, obviously be a great
desideratnm if a medical man could ecarry
with him a condensed preparation of it, \\'lnicfx
would be neither objectionable in tasto or
appearance, and at the same time be perfectly
reliable and keep well.

Being anxious to advance the cause of ther-
apeutics ever so hittle, and at the same time
gratify my friend, Dr. Wwing Curtan, [
turned my attention tu the subject, and trust
thelresult will be satisfactory to the profession.

believe the general feeling and experience
is, that the only known reliable preparation
of this substance, when its most characteristic
effect on the uterus is required quickly and
surely, is the extemporaneous infusion allud-
eid to, which proves one thing, that water or
an agueons fluid is tho best menstruum to
A spirituous
tincture, also, is believed to have some virtue,
and of the extract got by evaporating it the
same may be said. The officinal Extract,
(Ergotae Lignidunm,) of which much was ex<

pected, has disappointed many. The ethereal -

tincture and oil may be dismissed entirely—
at least I infer so—as they have fallen out of
use in Dublin.

This is about all that is known of it, in
point of fact; the published analyses do not

work of Dr. Redwood, beforc-quoted, it is ; throw any light on its active principle, and.
stated that lycopodivm is but little used in | merely show that its eficacy depends on the
this country; it ought tv be better knonu, as | mode of arrangentent and combination of its
it deserves all the praise there awarded to it, | elements, without defining what the resultant
and even more ; and in iny opinion, a box of s, as we s0 frequently see in the analysis-of
pills nicely finished and rolled in lycopodium, | organic substances. As these analyses Jiave
looks much handsomer than when silvered,— | been made by very able chemists, i¢ isnot
the pills look like what they are, and not like [ likely that any further cfforts in that direc-
silver bullets. tion will add to our stock of knowledge.

Imay add, that creasote pills, made as heve
directed, take the silver leaf, and that I have
frequently silvered them. I'would also men-
tion, that in the formulwp here given, I have
used drops instead of miniums, believing that
in such very small quantities the drop repre-
sents the minium near enough for all practical
purposes, especially when we consider the

Y accordingly decided to act on the informa-
tion supplicd by medical observation and

| experience, taking the infusion as the best of

all.  Glycerine, I thought, would extract.all
that is.soluble in water, and from its well-

known preservative properties, tetain itinan

activestate. I thercfore digested ergot,.fresh-
ly powdered, in glycerine for ten days,.fre-

amount that is unavoidably lost by adhering
to the side of the measure,
9, IVest Derby Stree!, Liverpool,

quently shaking it.  On straining this off}. it

* From the Chemist and Druggist.
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