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upils); 10 academies for girls under the direction of Rebigious

ommunities having in the aggrogate 1702 pupils, making a grand
total of 8018 pupils attending all the vanous mstitutions for cdu-
cation.

Of this number4560 read fluently, 3268 read very well, 5123 can
write, 1687 have begun to leatn arithtucue, 1152 understand it as
far as the compound rules inclusively, 255 ure learing book-keep-
ing, 2628 geography, 3865 history, 3113 French grammar. Of the
number 888 learn parsing and logic, 159 learn exercises in literary
composition, 121 learn linear drawing, 21 mensuration, and 189
intiumental music. There are iu my luspectorship 25 male and
83 female teachers, having diplomas, and 3 without them. There
are 8 libraries containing 11650 volumes. This numbes is probably
below the truth, as I could not obtain full mformativn. The salanes
of the male teachers are from £50 to £% currency ; those of the
female teachers from £30 to £50. Besides these, allowances are
paid to the professors of the different religvus wsttutions founded
in the most important villages of this distnet. These institutions
receive from the municipalities from £84 10 £150, according to the
number of persons who officiate as teachers in each.

Generally speaking, this year, the municipalities in this district
have availed themsefvcs of the right granted them by the last law
on education to raise local assessments ; they have levied by assess-
ments on teal property by monthly taxes and in other ways, the
sum of £4998; this sum is considerable if we compare it with our
share of the annual grant to the commun schools which only
amounts to £2178. .

I am happy to say that for some time the Law of Education has
been well carried out, and that it works perfecily in this District.
It is true there are some parishes where the monthly tax is not
levied, out generally speaking this is not caused by any unwilling-
ness, but on?y because they prefer raising more by assessments on
real estate. .

It may perhaps, be remarked that the total number of pupils has
not undergone any great ingrease, but it would be well to observe
that this District is composed of old parishes in which the popu-
lation increases slowly and that already, 1o preceding years, the
number of pupils presented as high a proportion 1o the sum total o
the popclation as could be desired. The statstics of each branch
of study will prove a remarkable improvement in the most impor-
tant branches.

Generally, the School Commissioners in the District have made
praiseworthy efforts both to build new school houses and to repair
old ones, and furnish them with maps, books, tables and all requisite
apparatus. Some of them, nevertheless, deserve censure for_their
apathy, and if I do not name them for the present, it is only in the
hope that they will in the present year bestow more attention on
the performance of the important duties entrusted them.

Finally, the progtess made in this District within the last few
years is made more evident by the fact that, except three, all the
schools are confided to religious commuuities, or to teachers, male
and female, provided with diplomas, and that the latter almost
without exceplion shew themselves worthy of the testimonials
which they have obtained. Especially 1 find difficulty in expres-
sng all the good produced by the convents m which teaching is
carried on, an t i describing the order, neatness, disciphne, and
other excellen arrangements of the domestic economy of these
houses. I shal prononnce the eulogium of no particular parish;
but I am bound to notice the progress made at St. Auné, and the
zeuerosity of both the Seigneur and the Curé of that parish. Mr.
Massue, the former, has just made a douduion of 2 farm near the
village for the purpose of founding an academy for boys, aud the
latter gentleman, Mr. Lecours intends to build on it, at his own
cost, a house for the Brethren of the Order of St. Joseph. These
fucts ave above all praise, but they are by no meansa novelty in
the place; the generosity of these *wo zealous friends of education
having prcvious:iy built the excellent academy for girls lately opened
in the parish.

I have distributed the books which you sentne o be given away
as rowards. It is not easy to repress the jealsusy of some of the
pupils on such occasions, but 1 have good results from suck gifts in
severnl mstances.  Particuiarly they have served to stimulate ihe
zea! of both teachers and pupils 1 the cultivation of ceriam
branches formerly but little attended to. In one schoal where the
writing was no' so good as it should have been, I refused to confer
any prize, and on a subseguent visit found great improvement in
tke copy books.

Extract frem a Report of Mr. Tnspector Berasp.
At tho point to which the working ol the Law of public instruc-

tion has now attained, wo have only to aim ut perfecting its satis-
factory results. 1f the districts of Inspection were less oxtonsive,
we could assuredly advance moro rapidly in this work of improve-
ment.  Wo trust that the Legislature and the Executive will listen
to our sugaestions so far as not to insist on the performance of a
duty, physicaily nnpossible to be executed.

In the present year, I have in my District a rather smaller num-
ber of elementary, but on the other hand, many more superior
primary schools. The certamty now generally felt, that the em-
ployment of either male or female teachers unprovided with
diplomas will not be tolerated by the Depanimem has been @ means
of producing this reduction in the namber of schools, those kept
by incompetent teachers having in some parishes been closed. On
the other hand, each parish endeavours to secure the services of at
feast one model school teacher who holds a diploma. May the
same disposition be shewn everywhere; we shall then sce every
Mumicipality furmshing 1ts contingent of educated persons to
society.

’l‘he);e are m thus District 30 Municipalities, 269 sections, 93
school-houses belonging to the Commissioners, an increase of 7
over last year; 206 elementary schools, attended by 10270 scholars,
an increase of 382 ; 58 model schools, an mcrease of 2; nuinber of
pupils 335, increase 120; 2academies for boys with 40 pupls; 2
industrial colleges with 430 pupils, increase 160 ; 4 academies for
girls or convent schools with 560 pupils, increase 95 ; 1 superior

rimary school for girls with 30 pupils; grand total of institutions
221, of scholars 11650, increase in tLe latter 532.

The following small table wiil shew the improvement 1n each o1

the principal branches of education.
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Lincar drawing is taught to 85 pupils ; mensuration to 803 instru-
mental music 1o 100. 11 male teachers hold diplomas, 13 bave
none. 150 femaie teachers have diplomas, and an equal number
are without them. The average amount of salaries paid to male
teachets is from £45 to £75. 'These are far from sufficient, and I
uust that both the Legislature and the Municipalities will make an
effort 10 remedy the evil. The amount levied in my District is
£3824, the education o each child therefore costs in all the munic-
ipalitics, one dollar ard a-half. Ailthough the assessments have
been greatly increased, »ndd appear to some hard to pay, it is plain
that the expense of educating their children is still very trifling.

The petty salaries paid to trachers can now no longer be excused
on the piea of their incapacity. In spite of the obstacles which
wight well deter them, many well educated young persons perse-
vere wath praiseworthy devotion in the labor of ‘teaching. The
Normal schools have already supphed several for the work. In
my District, there are three who teach with mreat success, and do
great credit to the Lava! Normal school in which they twere
trained.

Itis to be regretted that we now see more than ever female
teachers who are uncuahfied, but who have obtained diplomas,
succeed in finding employment under the Commissioners at low
salaries. In the parish o' Lotbiniére there are twelve or thirtcen
of such individuals « .ployed; and as might be expected that

rish has not a si* glo qualified teacher within its bounds.

Notwithstanding all this, I may without exaggeration ventaro to
assure you, that all the schoals undermy jurisdiction are conducted
much better than in the past years. The visits paid to them are
productive of meat benefit, and this would be greater as I before
said, if, the district under my charge being less extensive, I could
make those visits more frequently.” The distribution of tho prizes
by the Inspector does much good, and it isa pity that we cannot
have more 1o give.




